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Concept Note

Europe today is facing new challenges of cultural and religious diversity.
Muslim immigrants constitute the most important aspect of this diversity.
Multiculturalism has emerged as a dominant discourse to deal with this
challenge. India has historically lived with  cultural and religious
diversity but is facing new challenges in managing this age-old diversity
since it launched the project of creating a nation-state after its
independence. The focus of this seminar proposal is to undertake a
comparative study of the approaches to accommodation of cultural and
religious diversity in Europe and India. The seminar will reflect in what
ways both India and Europe can learn from each-other experiences in
‘negotiating and accommodating” the religious identity of  minorities,
particularly the Muslims, in public arena. A comparative focus on state
behaviour is crucial to understand the process of political integration as
it shapes and structures the relationship between individual citizen, communities and the
state.

How the demands of unity and diversity are reconciled cannot be determined
in the abstract, for the mode of reconciliation would obviously vary from
society to society. Traditional societies like India have been historically
multi-cultural and evolved better institutional mechanism to harmonize the
demands of multi-cultural groups, though these mechanisms are today put to
severe strain in the context of nation-building processes. In contrast,
western modern societies have produced culturally homogenous nation-states
which however have difficulties in dealing with community based cultural
demands, though at the present time a good many experiments are underway for
accommodating  distinctive  community  identities.  For  example,  Britain
represents a case of a conscious policy that promotes and allows space for
communitarian existence within the broader political framework. In general,



much of Western Europe can live with individual differences but feels
threatened in the absence of an organized, institutionalized, clearly
defined, and singular source of unity. On the other hand Indian constitution
aspires to strike a balance between individual and group rights and Indian
political process has historically managed the various identity based demands-whether
minority or majority-without demanding the authentic representation with such groups

Europe having already evolved as a group of nation states in preceding centuries, is
now being called upon to accommodate and incorporate a substantial religious
minority into the dominant national ethos. On the other hand, India has
devised a political framework where the attempt has been to incorporate
minorities as an integral part of the polity while allowing them a modicum
of religious space. A comparison between these two divergence cases is
premised on the assumption that such a comparative study would provide
insights and lessons that might be extremely relevant for both. Muslim
minorities within the framework of the nation states suggest strong points of mutual
convergence.

Some of the research questions that this proposed seminar would like to focus upon are:-

1) How do European and Indian approaches towards religion, particularly Islam, shape
policy making towards Muslims?

2) How political institutions in European countries (especially in those
with the largest Muslim populations i.e. France, Germany and Britain), and
in India at wvarious levels of government are managing the demands of
cultural and  religious diversity and what modifications in  these
institutional mechanisms are suggested by comparative analysis?

3) What have been the Islamic responses to multiculturalism in Europe and in India?

4) How does the colonial past and experience of the immigrant groups in Europe and in
India affect the post-colonial reality?

5) What are the different approaches of European countries and India towards citizenship
and naturalization law?

6) What are the forms and expressions of discrimination against Muslims in
law and in social practices in Europe and India and whether these
differences make a difference to the way cultural groups respond to the
state?

7) What measures of protection exist against religious discrimination in European
countries and India?



8) What is the role of education in public schools and in Muslim schools
in terms of promoting the cause of integration in both European countries and India?

9) How does Islamic religious identification interact with other social
factors, such as class, language, and ethnicity, gender national and
regional origin and shape the state policies in both, European countries and
India?

10) What have been the impacts of the securitization of Islam in Europe and India on
their Muslim populations?

11) Who speaks for the European and Indian Muslims? How the debate on the
issue of representation of Muslims in public sphere in India and Europe has been framed?
12) What are the key features of the current politics of Muslim identity in Europe and
India?

In view of the above questions the proposed seminar will have the following sub themes:-
Approaches towards Religion: Indian and European
Political Institutions and Religious Minorities: Indian and European
Islamic Response to Multiculturalism in Europe and India.

Citizenship and Naturalization Law : Indian and European Constitutions
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5. State, Law and Discrimination: Indian and European Experiences
6. Legal Protection against Discrimination: Indian and European Policies

7. Education, School and Integration : Indian and European Policies

8. Islam and Securitization Debates in India and Europe

9. Issue of Representation of Muslims in Public Sphere in India and Europe

10. Politics of Muslim Identity: India and Europe



