SPEECH

Speech in the dominion parliament while replying to a

debate on recognition of caste and religion

New Delhi, August 11, 1948,

Replyinz to the debate on Sari R.R. Diwakar's resclution recommen=
ding that "for any purposes connscted with the Staie or its services,
tne Government of India shall not recagﬂisa_ahy casta, sub-caste, aecﬁ
or relizion and that in future it shall abolish tie cention or entry of
caste, sub-caste, sect or relizion in any forus sugrlied by Government
or in any records or rezisters kept by Government", the Hon'ble Sardar

in the Uominion ﬁa;llaﬂmnt today

Vallabhbhai Patel, 'Minister for dome Affairs, said/t..at the Government
was willinz to appeint a Committee to go into the waole guestion and
see how far action could be taken in this mabber witnout creating con-
fusion in tae country. i

Tne following is the text of the Home Linistsr's speech:-

"wWith the zeneral principle underlying the Resolution, there is a
good deal of sympathy and‘the Gévernmﬁnt would like to r~o towards the

fulfilment or tns object of the Kesolution as far as possible. But at

the same tims it must be remsmbered that long-sstablished habits are no

gagily wipad off by either passing a .esolution or forcing the pace
asainst tae will of iznorant vast masses of aumanidy. The mambers of
this House must be aware of what we nave dons in i2e Constituent

Assembly. e nave notlbeen able to wipe out reservacions either for
anzlo-Indians or Christiana or huslims or $ikhs, Althougn we are trying

es far as possible to remove these major distinctions of community from
our Lezislaturss, we are not able to i;nors these fanha.. So also we
have toc reckon witn tne existing state of things wnich have continued
for centuries', ' |

Sardar Patel said, "It is true taat since Au ust 15th there can be

pace, bicausa tie objact of %ae wover can bs serveo only by aducat%pg

tas p3opls an¢ by taking ta=m with us as well as hy allowing tne forces

- of uamocracy or tne impact of Jemocracy to work., .. Lave not had sven

ono alsction alter tas 15tn of sujust and we have 10: Fad the consti-
tution also passed. e will have to make a treme.adous effort in this
direction and we ars anxious to zo as far as possibla".

“On bsnalf of Governwent I am prepared to say tiat we ars ready

to sxamine ua1is case furtiar amd to appoint a Coadocee to 30 into tie

whole question and sez how far ws can take action ia u:zis zatter uitnout

craating confusion in the coantry aa conflict or an explosion becauss it
1s not 30 easy as it is supposad to be, It is a jouu tiing to do, dat
we «ust not force tius pacs too muca. That is ail I can say on bzha.f of
tne vovernment and I nops tis Mover of the Resolaution will be satisfied
by £a2 at;itude taat Governmsnt nss taken taat a Corsitbes may be
appointid to examins tne wnols tiin: and Governmea’ woulc as far as
possibls zive effect to ths rscon sndations of the Cormittee".

a3 Hesolution was subsequenily sitadrawn by @n3 kover.




