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ByNajsebung

fter a wait ‘of 61
years, the learnéd
% judges presented a
; 2. cocktail of belief,
hxstory and jurisprudence in
the Babri Masjid title suit.
Wrestlmg with the expectations
‘of society and influenced by
‘their own beliefs the parts of
the judgment revealed thusfar
manifest an attempt at states-
manship and matchmakmg
that go beyond the issues they
were expected to adjudicate
upon. Asif on cue, the order is
to d1V1de the cake mto

g0 nto theSCW]_'
) perhaps be contested fora fur-
ther two decades, and even thm
the outcome may ‘only opén
sore wounds once again? Or
should this be convertéd into
an opportunity, resting upon
and Muslims are inherent to
the DNA of India, and if parts
of the DNA are mutually an-
tagonistic the body turns can-

cerous? As I write, I compre- -

hend the pain of large sections
of Muslim society.and the pain
of millions of Hindus withre-
gards the Judgment B it the

“sion of - theyearth‘ ' ushms

upon him), treaty of Hubaida.
The Muslim armies had-en-
circled Mecca having . con-
verged on Mecca from all parts
of Arabia to perform the first
Haj. Undeniably, had a battle
had taken place, the Muslims
would have conquered Mecca
and performed the Haj. This
victory would not just be amil-

itary conquest over a powerful
city but a payback for the atroc-
ities committed on the Prophet
and his followers by the pow-
erful Quraish tribe over the
past two decades. But, in.the
midst of all the hysteria, the
Prophet held talks with the
Quraish. Much to the:dismay
‘and shock of the Mushms, he
agreed to withdraw for-a:peri-
od of one year, At the conclu-

-aware thata {lery large section

of the Hindu community real-
izes the “majoritarian” aspect
of this judgment and sympa-
thizes with the Muslims. To
this end thisjudgment carries
a hope that these two commu-
nities which have lived in this
ancientland for over 1,000 years
€an now pray together This
moment presents an opportu

nity to the Muslim communi-

ty to emerge from the shadows
of history; the stigma of parti-

- tion, the throes'of fundamen-

talism and stand tall in the in-
terest of: thefntmegeneratlons
and of the motherland itself.
Buta word of caution isnec-
essary. Because the Judgment
is being: 1_j_ce1ved as a “ma-
]orltanan” one, there is need
for care on'the part of the pro-
tagonists. Perceptions of glee
and exaggerated cries of

_ “grand” temple to be con-

6 This-moment gives Muslims
a chance to emerge from the
shadows of history, the
stigma of partition, the
throes of fundamentalism
and stand tall in the interest
of the motherland

is ever easy, and the Prophet
was questioned by noless than
the tallest of his companions,
the second Caliph, Hazrat
Omar. The following year, the
Muslims not only performed
the Haj but were welcomed by
the Meccans as their own!
The minorities anywhere
are sensitive to being over-
whelmed by the majority. And
therefore there is afi inherent
zeal to protect their beliefs and

cultureButmthlscaseweare'

structed will muddy the waters.
The question of any construc-
tion is indeed a very complex -
one because the adjudicated
site"stéﬁd'sjénly on2.77acres of
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this oomplexitx spokespersons
of various political parties
scurriedfor ~cover under the ex-
cuse of nothaving read the full
]udgment Even if the matter
of title is referred to the SC,
this complexity shall remain.
Perhaps then it is sen31ble
for the government to be more
proactive than it has so far been
in resolving this matter. This
issue is more complicated than
Kashmiror the Naxal issugby

multiples. However, afraid of -
the political failout, successive

governments have not -at-

tempted a resolution, pufting:

it on the shoulders of the

courts. This judgment proves

that it will now require a.com-
f-political eﬁ'ort and

mtellectuals of :all sections of
-society to 100k for a resolution.
‘This is the need of the time.In
the words of Igbal:
Watan ki fikr kar nadaan
musibat aane waali hai,
Fi barbaadzwn ke mash—




