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Community Radio in India

First community radio guidelines came in 2003

First license for campus radio given to Anna FM in 2004
Presently, about 200 operational Community Radio
About 200 application waiting for clearance

More than 600 applications rejected

Rejected applications outnumber the accepted applications by
a ratio of 1:3




2006 Policy Guidelines

= Eligibility- licenses given to educational institutes, NGOs and
agricultural universities and institutes.

* Technical- cap on transmitter having maximum Effective
Radiated Power of 100 Watt; antenna height to 30 meters
above ground level.

= Content- emphasis should be on developmental, agricultural,
health, educational, environmental, social welfare, community
development and cultural programmes; advertising restricted
to 5 minutes per hour of broadcast.




Licensing

= Submit financial records, details of past work which is
scrutinized by several ministries.

= LOI - issued subject to receiving clearance from Ministries of
Home Affairs, Defence & HRD (in case of private educational
institutions)

" Frequency allocation by WPC wing of Ministry of
Communication & IT.

* MolB - handles the administrative part of the licensing
(content regulation), provides a license vis-a-vis a Grant of
Permission Agreement valid for five years

* MoCIT - handles the technical part (spectrum allocation),
provides a license vis-a-vis a Wireless Operating License valid
for one year




3 kinds of radio- Public, Commercial and Community Radio

Frequency reserved for Radio- 88Mhz-108 Mhz

Frequency reserved for community radio- 90.8 MHz, 91.2MHz,
90.4MHz. 107.8Mhz and 96.9 Mhz are standby frequency

System of getting license-

Prasar Bharti (public) - gives its expansion plan to government
and a budget is allocated for the new channels

= Commercial radio- frequency is given in phases- a set of
frequency is identified by MolB and MoCIT, those frequencies are
auctioned and people bid for the frequency

= CR- First Come First Served (FCFS) basis- depends on the applicant
and allocation satisfaction as per policy requirements




Gaps in CR policy

= FCFS- whoever applies first gets the license

= MoCIT allocates spectrum to only to those who have
successfully obtained a Grant of Permission Agreement (GoPA)

= MoCIT also reserves three frequencies for community radio in
a given license area

" Therefore, MolB cannot provide a GOPA to an applicant (even
if they clear all the eligibility criteria) if all three reserved
frequencies are already allocated.

» Frequencies are allotted as long as MolIB cleared them;
licenses are rejected if MoCIT has filled up spectrum quota
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Presentation Notes
Frequencies are allocated to applicants regardless of their profile, eligibility or merit as long as MoIB cleared them, and licenses are rejected regardless of their profile, eligibility or merit as long as MoCIT had filled the quota of spectrum in that area.


* Two different kinds of barriers to community radio:

1. Entrants into the sector are arbitrary (solely decided on how
quickly they applied, i.e. before others)

2. Prospective entrants are denied simply because their
application came too late.

»This has an adverse impact on media diversity at two levels:
a. ataninter-sector level, for radio

0. ataninter-category level, for community radio.
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FCFS- How does it create
imbalance in ownership

Imbalance at inter-sector level (public, commercial and CR)

Delhi Mumbai
= Commercial radio- 8 = Commercial radio- 7
= Public radio - 2 = Public radio- 3
“CR-6 “CR-1

Both are imbalanced markets.

Source: Ministry of Information and Broadcasting




FCFS- How does it create
imbalance in ownership

Imbalance at inter-category level
(Educational, NGO & agricultural university or institute)

Example- Delhi

1. Delhi has 6 CRs and all are campus radio

2. All the CRs are located in South Delhi.

a. Space is saturated, no scope for others to apply
Restrictions: (i) limits the kinds of people who can participate

(ii) limits the kind of content available for audience

» No scope for community ownership in such a market




b. No application from other parts of Delhi

= 2013 amendment- protection given to three reserved
frequencies was made according to the type of market in
which the frequency was sought.

Urban area- CR frequency protected for a radius of 10km
= Semi-urban area- protected for a radius of 25km
* Rural area- protected for a radius of 50km

* No significant change seen in the pattern of license as many
are not aware of this policy change.

Lack of initiative to fill the space created by this policy change.




Community Radios in India

PRADESHE

: .-QFF%;"
.‘"h“’ﬁ'x-:'r
ARUN /D AL
~' PRADESH

[STAM
N

MEGHALAYA

n
RN
{ Bangladgnh

CHHAIMISGARH

{

(Burma)
UD?

GOA c% DA A
RNATAKAL (S H

%y
:

Bay of Bengal

Andaman Sea

Map data ©2014 AutoNavi, Basarsoft, Google, Mapa GlSrael, ORION-ME Imagery ©2014
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' N a"; ATy W AT P " PRADEYH
UILTAR: slakhimpur P Ka’ihmand{fi ’ Vs . N G35 _

-

\Prh PRADESH ] L) £ aTinsukia
. «Bahraich b kit
: tapur 1'\)'\1_‘ il B h utan S
3 ¢ :
o Lur'lir'm"’ Faizabad Gorakssurly s J{\’\, B e !
v i 8 g

5 L .
‘I " . > L hr : ¢ A L AM
Raebci Deorh Darbhenga 4
\. L]

fI'l||1'|j|3u. JI?IJ{GAI_ArND

Jaunpur » P: r Tran uuﬂhat
L4

b gt o S BIH.& O W
Bhilwaral e 1 \ M 'lﬁh“d E 4 f-ll \...I'an |:l.|| MEGHF\L:WA £ (i lgha
b . b A et - d‘% Filhr_l \J
Chittorgarhg 2 bk o S "’“L;nﬂ"‘i [ o Eu.tjla FIE l‘“.nrl fr;.'

LN e | Satna ok L ] - Rajshahi *5% i

i s J . 3 A LAk ! }u’\ R ! MA uIPUfR

amnadgar: - L I'e s []

b e : i N } Bangladesh 1% Churachandpur
' Damaoh seKatni % }’L ol . . R\
Mehoae \ : ' ' = | JHAR¥HAND LDhﬁnh hu.adarqa ~]a.pla

: 3 n L =) i s

i I k 4 LI | Durgapur ( Tk

dabad u o Ranchi s _ =8 DASA \

; ]dia !f / MEST BENGSL RIEHIE Ch|’rtaqc-r|q

] I
arlc:dara .- "4 Rourkela ¥ i R - Mandalay
CHHARTISGARH - e o e ; (SO(s]
Ehavnaoar, Ay / gl LA A
s Bharuch s 2 )i ; Bharstaud: Sa0ie]
o ?}-_-1 . - _HHHN. - : Jharsuguda Bala i Myanmar
SUe s f = A iad S Sambalpurs % g
it W Jalgaon et Amravati din f e j{5ambalpu i (BLH'ITIR]
L\s » & 5 LUT I\--I;.]-“-ir v-.I'Il.']L|| oty
il o g Yenangyaung
R\J b OD |F\ Sittwe =
il ; » s bane shwar Gl N aw
Sk avpyitaw
s Aurangabad 2 e . 2 :’.'-p i
. L Y
.
AAHARAS HEE(A - ! Berhampur,
i ayel & Taungoo  pag
s Ahmednagar s i y
: t Nanded'y L5 ; g
£ Karimnagar p3 | v d v
.tur o o Y PaITII.J\nL.I'J 70 & @kakulam Ffmv
% I Sy T -
Satarg plapurd e g s ITANS ANAR &~ Visakhapatnam Tharawaddy
U 0 j 0 B
1 N = 0 ,Gbrﬁl'l'i.d”plr amm Pathain Yﬂnqon
,-aEgllrﬂ pul ) I&"lammam s Asshmundry ;

e \" "'-'a Wag

Kol Splng o a4 oo L Map data 2014 AutoMlavi, Gongle Imagery 82014 TaraMetrics | Terms of Use | Reporta map erar



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Show large pockets of the country that do not have a single community radio station- central India , Red Corridor , Eastern states, Kashmir etc. 



Conclusion

= Operational radio stations are concentrated in particular parts
of the area creating large pockets of the license area without
access to community radio content.

* FCFS- leads to only one sub-category of community radios to
dominate a market, depriving audiences of diversity in content
even though they have access to community radio content.

* There is no planned growth and allocation of public resources,
namely spectrum is provided without rationale on how well a
given applicant can serve the public interest.




= The developmental discourse around community radio
prevents other possibilities and discourses being associated

= Another discourse could be of alternative media, comparing
Community radio to public and commercial radio

= Lack of policy initiative to create a balance in the market.
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The discourse around community radio is restricted to that of community development. This narrow view of community radio restricts the vision of policy makers to the possibilities only within community radio.



Scope for further study

* Methodological focus needed to identify measurement
techniques. What is the right balance and how do we know it
is right?

* Expand scope of empirical work across other markets and
under different conditions




website- http://communityradio.technology
&

http://maraa.in/
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