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Contribution of Zakir Hussain in

 Jamia Millia Islamia
Shehwar Parvez

M. A. Final year

“Shikayat na karta Zamane se koi agar
 Maan jata manane se koi phir kisi ko

Yaad karta na koi agar
 Bhool jata hai bhulane se koi”

Today I talk about one of the prominent personali�es of Jamia Millia Islamia. But 
before that I would like to put some light on a brief descrip�on about Jamia 
Millia Islamia. 

JMI has become a modern and lively 
university. But it is an ins�tu�on with a 
past  that  sets  i t  part  from other 
educa�onal ins�tu�ons in India. It has 
history of tolerance and an iden�ty 
exclusively its own. Now I am very proud 
of my University as it celebrates its 100 
years in this pandemic. Historically, JMI is a 
result of an�-colonial movement in India, 
and the idea behind its establishment was 
to set up an educa�onal ins�tu�on 
without the interference of Bri�sh 
government and to promote the na�onal 
movement. 
I t  w a s  e nv i s a g e d  t h a t  a c a d e m i c 
atmosphere of this educa�onal ins�tu�on 
would be based on Islamic characteris�cs 
and would fulfill the aspira�ons of India. 
Dr. Zakir Hussain was an Indian economist 
and poli�cian who served as the third 
president of India from 13 may 1967 un�l 
his death on 3 May 1969. He proved himself to be a strong believer in the intellectual 
integrity of the university in India. He believed educa�on was the master and the poli�cs of 
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the servant. He is the 3  president having a deep understanding of poli�cs was subservient 
to the importance of educa�on.  On the 8 February 1897 he was born into an upper middle 

class family in Hyderabad. His 
primary educa�on started with 
residen�al school. A�er that 
Z a k i r  H u s s a i n  j o i n e d 
Muhammadan Anglo-Indian 
Oriental College at Aligarh. Dr. 
Hussain had all the quali�es of 
a poli�cian but he was a huge 
educa�onalist at heart. He says 
“those who think that their 
educa�on completes a�er 
coming out of the college are 
thoroughly mistaken”. 
Dr. Zakir Hussain secure a 
respec�ul space in the field of 
educa�on a�er he joined Jamia 
Millia.  In 1926 Zakir Hussain 
accepted Jamia as a way of life 
even it was said 'Zakir was a 
Jamia and Jamia was Zakir'. He 
was appointed as the Sheikh-
ul-Jamia when Jamia was being 
operated in a small building in 
Karol Bagh. Later Jamia was 
shi�ed into a big campus in 
Okhla. When Dr. Zakir met MK 
Gandhi in Sabarma� Ashram in 
1926 he told him “Jamia itself is 
totally commi�ed to train the 
s o l d i e r s  f o r  t h e  w a r  o f 
independence.
 “Jamia was born in �mes when 
the two major communi�es, 
the Hindus and Muslims joined 
hand in hand in concentrated 
effort” He added.
Dr.  Zakir  Hussain proved 

himself to be a strong believer in the intellectual integrity of universi�es in India. He 
believed that collabora�on of advanced learning and research was the best way to 
empower a country.
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AAISHA USMANI
(B.A, 1st year)

.M.I was founded at Aligarh in 1920 during the Khalifat non-coopera�on movement in Jresponse to gandiji's call to boyco� government – supported educa�onal ins�tu�ons. 
In Urdu Jamia means 'university' Millia means na�onal.

Shaikhul hind maulana Hasan, maulana Muhammad Ali Hakim Ajmal Khan, D.R ZAKIR 
HUSSAIN. These illustrious personali�es along with some others founded Jamia Millia 
Islamia. Before Independence in 1922, Gandhi ji called off the non- coopera�on movement 
and Mustafa Kamal Ataturk declared the end of the khalifat in 1924.
That �me jamia saw itself in a great crisis and was not ge�ng funds because some thought 
it had achieved its mission as other believed that the ins�tu�on has loss's its purpose with 
end of the non- coopera�on movement.
As the crisis loomed large. Jamia shi�ed from Aligarh to Karol Bagh in new Delhi in 1925 at 
that �me Gandhi ji says that the Jamia has to run if you worried about it finanus. I will about 
with a begging bowl.
On 1925when Jamia was reestablishing in Delhi. Jamia had invented various different 
inven�on first �me pruden�al educa�on was introduced and established training ante for 
teachers it was first Indian indus�tu�on 
Who had started giving training to teachers then again Jamia was shi�ed in 1935. Jamia's 
youngest student Abdul Aziz established first based of Jamia.it was idea of D.R Zakir hussain 
who was first vice-canceller of Jamia.
In 1963, J.M.I was declared a deemed university under sec�on 2 of the university grants 
commission act. Jamia was declared a central university as per J.M.I act 1988 passed by the 

thparliament on 26  December 1988.
Now, J.M.I there are 56 PHD Programs, 80 masters programs,15  post graduate – diploma, 
56 gradua�on courses and many cer�ficates courses and other courses are helding J.M.I. 
Jamia Mass Communica�on is one of the greatest Ins�tu�on of India.
In 1971, Jamia started the Zakir Hussain ins�tute Islamic studies to honor D.R Zakir hussain. 
The objec�ves of Jamia are to disseminate advanced knowledge and provide instruc�onal 
research and extension facili�es in various branches of learning.
The Jamia is always striving for innova�ons in educa�on leading to restric�ng of courses 
new methods of teaching and learning and integrated development of personality and is 
consistently upholding its principal of na�onal integra�on secularism and interna�onal 
understanding.

JAMIA MILLIA AT A

 GLANCE
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D.R Zakir Hussain:
His Educational Philosophy

Abreena Gulzar  
(B.A, 1st year)

Ÿ Born in 1097, D.R Zakir Hussain want out to become the 
third President of India. He was the first Muslim president 
of India by nature.

Ÿ and a man of great intellect. He was also the recipient of 
Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian honor, in 1963  

.R Zakir Hussain was the Co-founder of Jamia Millia Islamia University. New Delhi and Dbeing a humanist philosopher who believed that educa�on must be developed in 
balance, where the abili�es and capabili�es should be formed in write propor�ons. He 

embraced the idea rent educa�on is about self – actualiza�on. According to him, “educa�on is 
not only to know the unknown but also that with which inmate educa�on they were born com 
develop them accordingly, educa�on is about total development of human brain,”
He wants his country to be from caste and creed deference's religion based and 
unemployment but the country will should be Co- opera�ve, trust, worthy, friendly and able.
His ideas clearly indicates that a na�ons character of judged by the character of its people 
and once people tends to increase their values morals and intellect, a na�on then would 
rise all by itself Zakir Hussain was also for the social and culture aims of educa�on. He 
believed in an educa�on which permits its students to in calcite value and ethics in them in 
it should be deemed as a grave insult and humilia�on for a student should be chooses 
educa�on for materialis�c is merely earning wealth and luxury. 
D.R Zakir Hussain tried to give a new shape and form of educa�onal thoughts of Mahatma 
Gandhi through Jamia Millia Islamia. He always tried to push for an idea educa�on system in 
India. Through educa�on he always wanted to develop human's values in students besides 
eleva�ng traits, proficiency and intellect. Accordingly to him the fundamental guiding 
principles of our educa�onal reconstruc�on should be the principal of work and principal of 
social orienta�on.  Principal of work, accordingly to him that, all work is not educa�ve. It is 
educa�ve only when it is preceded by mental effort for only work is genially educa�ve that 
serves some, value higher than our selfish ends and to which we are devoted.
Principle of social orienta�on he means,” the growing child undergoing the process of 
educa�on most grow and flourish in the service of others and manually social work only in 
such works does social responsibility became more than a phrase.
. These two principals were well imbibed in all the ac�ons of D.R Zakir Hussain in farming 
the educa�onal of Jamia Millia Islamia , from the elementary school to the university from 
places of collec�ng and forge�ng informa�on to places of the discovery of knowledge and 
its use, from seats of the ver�cal intellectual one sidedness to these of prac�cal human 
many sidedness from places from individual selfishness to those of devo�on to social  
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Aliza Khan
(B.A, 1st year)

INTRODUCTION
Born on 30 October 1902 in Lucknow, U�ar Pradesh in a reputed family, Mohammad Mujeeb  
was an eminent historian, educa�onist and scholar had the privilege to acquire educa�on in the 
best ins�tu�ons. Mohammad Mujeeb served the na�onalist cause through his commitment to 
academics and educa�on and serving Jamia Millia Islamia , since 1926 as Professor of History 
and as Vice Chancellor from1948–73. Mohammad Mujeeb mastered several languages 
including Urdu, English, Russian, German and French. The Indian Muslims is his magnum opus 
though Mohammad Mujeeb has many more books, dramas and ar�cles in Urdu and English to 
his credit. Mohammad Mujeeb was widely travelled and represented India at the UNESCO and 
UN General Assembly. He was member of several pres�gious ins�tu�ons including Taraqqui 
Urdu Board, Hindustani Talimi Sangh and the Sahitya Akademi. The Government of India 
honored him with the Padma Bhushan in 1965 for his contribu�on in the field of literature and 
educa�on.

LIFE AND EDUCATION
Mohammad Mujeeb was born on 30 October 1902 in Lucknow, U�ar Pradesh in an affluent and 
aristocra�c zamindar family. Members of Mujeeb's family drew from diverse streams like 
poli�cs, business, law and arts, and each made their mark in the profession their own ways. 
Mohammad Mujeeb was given tradi�onal educa�on at home. He also received at home the 
first lessons in Arabic and then Quran Sharif was introduced. Mohammad Mujeeb married 
Begum Asifa in a respected family of Sandilya in 1929. Begum Asifa was daughter of Maqbool 
Hasan, an affluent and successful Advocate of Hardoi. It was around four-five years of age that 
Mujeeb was enrolled in Lore�o Convent at Lucknow. This was the first school that Mujeeb 
went. When Mujeeb was around twelve years of age he came out of Lore�o Convent and was 
enrolled in a Muslim school for a year. Mujeeb studied in Cambridge Preparatory School in 
Dehradun and received educa�on according to Cambridge University course. At the age of 
seventeen years in 1919, Mujeeb went to New College, Oxford where Mujeeb chose to study 
history. Mohammad Mujeeb's interest to learn languages also enhanced in England and he 
learnt French. Mujeeb realized that he was more inclined towards literature than history. He 
became very interested in Russian literature. Mujeeb completed his studies and graduated in 
History in 1922 from New College, Oxford. Mujeeb was advised to learn prin�ng from Germany. 
Mujeeb had met Abid Husain in Oxford while the la�er was doing his research and Abid Husain 
liked talking in Urdu that impressed Mujeeb. Abid Husain at this juncture faced financial crisis, 
he also decided to move to Germany. Mohammad Mujeeb and Abid Husain were staying as 
paying guests in Herr Schwaner's house at Berlin. When Zakir Husain reached Germany in 
September 1922.He also joined them and stayed as paying guest at the same house. A�er 

 MUHAMMAD MUJEEB MUHAMMAD MUJEEB MUHAMMAD MUJEEB
PROFESSOR

Sada-e-Jauhar 2019-20

62



staying in Berlin for a year, Mujeeb moved to Leipzig to learn the higher and finer arts of 
prin�ng. Mujeeb stayed in Germany for a period of four years from 1922-26. He polished his 
capaci�es in arts and languages and learnt German, French and Russian languages besides 
trying his hand in prin�ng.

TENURE AT JAMIA MILLIA ISLAMIA
Muhammad Mujeeb, Zakir Husain and Abid Husain  joined Jamia in February 1926 and the 
team was welcomed with open hands and enthusias�cally by the Jamia Biradari. Th eir coming 
led to the dawn of a new era in Jamia Millia Islamia and the ins�tu�on started undertaking 
changes. Mujeeb became Professor of history. Mujeeb taught the history of India and England 
in Urdu. His students helped him in transla�ng English words in Urdu. Mujeeb said to them that 
as he had memorized the Bible, his English was fine but he faced challenge with Urdu and 
wondered as to how to improve Urdu. It was then 
Mujeeb started wri�ng in Urdu and evolved his own 
style of wri�ng. As it was considered important to 
write for journal Jamia, Mujeeb started wri�ng for 
the journal. Mujeeb became in-charge of the newly 
established Jamia Press at Daryagunj, Delhi in 1928. 
Press in Jamia was opened with financial assistance 
of his father (Mohammad Nasim) and it could run 
only for two years. Mujeeb wanted to set the quality 
and standard of press as was in European countries. 
However this was an expecta�on that could not be 
met given the �me and condi�on in India then and as 
Mujeeb also found mental incompa�bility with this 
work, the press was finally closed down. There were 
other constraints as well. The ini�al group of 
teachers in Jamia was faced with severe austeri�es 
since the university in consonance with the principle 
of Non-Coopera�on with the Bri�sh did not take any 
government aid and depended solely on na�onalist 
support and ini�a�ve. Likewise, Mujeeb chose to 
work in Jamia at a salary of rupees seventy five 
rupees per month that was challenging. Zakir Husain 
founded the Anjumane-Talimi-Milli in 1928 and its 
members including Mohammad Mujeeb and Shafi qur Rehman signed the pledge to serve 
Jamia for next twenty years on a monthly salary of not more than rupees hundred and fi�y. 
Joining of Jamia was a choice made by Mujeeb much against the wish of his family and friends. 
He was dissuaded by some close members of his family and rela�ves not to join Jamia on such a 
low salary. Mujeeb said that such assessments never featured when he chose to join Jamia. In 
the chapter 'Speaking for Myself' Mujeeb raised a philosophical ques�on about himself that he 
admits he had been asking very o� en to himself that “whether am I wanted or not wanted.” 
Talking about his experiences in Jamia, Mujeeb admi�ed that “working in the Jamia made me 
feel that he could live a full life even if, according to any reckoning, he was classified as 
unwanted”.  Mohammad Mujeeb assisted Zakir Husain in day to day func�oning of the 
university. The Government of India commi�ee gave recogni�on to Jamia's degree by 1945 
while Zakir Husain was its Vice Chancellor. The next year marked the Jashn-e-Simin (Silver 
Jubilee Celebra�on). A year a�er the celebra�on in 1947, Mujeeb was appointed the Pro-Vice 
Chancellor of Jamia to assist Zakir Husain and he became Vice Chancellor of Jamia in 1948 a�er 
Zakir Husain joined Aligarh as its Vice Chancellor. Mohammad Mujeeb took charge of the office 
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of Vice Chancellor Jamia on 8 October 1948. Mohammad Mujeeb served the office of Vice 
Chancellor for a period of twenty-five years up to his re�rement in 1973, the longest term ever 
served by any Vice-Chancellor of Jamia. During his term as Vice Chancellor, Mujeeb played 
instrumental role in bringing infrastructural development and introduc�on of various academic 
and technical courses in Jamia. 

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS
Mohammad Mujeeb contributed to other issues of na�onal development and ini�ated and 
headed several organiza�ons. The Taraqqui Urdu Board (replaced by Na�onal Council for 
Promo�on of Urdu Language since 1996) was set up by the Indian Government with the ini�a�ve 
and efforts of Mohammad Mujeeb and Mujeeb headed Taraqqui Urdu Board for years. A�er the 
establishment of The Central Religious Educa�onal Board, Mohammad Mujeeb was appointed its 
Joint Secretary in 1955. He became member of the Adre Tahrir (Editorial Board) of monthly 
magazine Aaj Kal published from Delhi in December 1956. Mujeeb was a member of Union 
Government's appointed commi�ee in early 1960s to suggest recommenda�ons on the review 
and reform of Muslim Personal Law. The commi�ee had Hafiz Mohammad Ibrahim, Humayun 
Kabir and Begum Anis Kidwai among others as its members. Mujeeb was nominated member to 
the Na�onal Integra�on Commi�ee by the Government of India in 1962. On the call of Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Mujeeb accepted membership of Na�onal Integra�on Council. Nehru associated Zakir 
Husain and Mujeeb with Planning Commission to develop an integrated approach to educa�on. 
Mohammad Mujeeb served as member of Hindustani Talimi Sangh and Sahitya Akademi.  
Mohammad Mujeeb was widely travelled and lectured in several na�onal and interna�onal 
ins�tu�ons. He visited countries including Liberia, China, Russia, Yugoslavia, Turkey, United 
Kingdom and United States of America as member of delega�ons and seminars. Mohammad 
Mujeeb represented India at various forums interna�onally. He represented Government of India 
in the United Na�ons General Assembly in 1949 and travelled to China in the Indo-China 
Friendship Commi�ee Delega�on in 1951. He went to Geneva and Paris in 1952 and represented 
Government of India in the mee�ng of UNESCO in 1954. On 20 September 1954, Mujeeb visited 
Yugoslavia. Mohammad Mujeeb was nominated member of delega�on cons�tuted by the 
Government of India to study the educa�onal system of Russia in 1956. Mujeeb delivered the 
Welcome Address in the tenth annual session of the World Confedera�on of Organisa�on of the 
Teaching Profession (Washington) on 27 July 1961. It was convened from 27 July �ll 07 August in 
New Delhi. He visited Canada in capacity of Visi�ng Professor of Mc Gill University, Montreal in 
September 1961 and returned to Jamia Millia Islamia from Mc Gill University in 1962. The same 
year, Mujeeb represented India in the mee�ng of the religious scholars from different religions 
from diverse countries at the conference in Germany. Mujeeb delivered the Convoca�on Address 

th
at the 14   convoca�on at Shibli Na�onal College, Azamgarh on 20 February 1965. Mohammad 
Mujeeb went to America to deliver lectures on Mirza Ghalib in various American Universi�es in 
April 1970.

1 DEATH
Mohammad Mujeeb passed away on 20 January 1985 in Delhi and was laid to rest in Jamia 
Millia Islamia cemetery. Rajiv Gandhi, erstwhile Prime Minister of India expressed his 
condolence in following words, “I am aggrieved to learn that Professor Mujeeb is no more. He 
was a staunch na�onalist, a born teacher and a historian of vast erudi�on and grace… Jamia 
Millia and the country lose a fine representa�ve of the culture of our land.”  
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Introduction 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	        

Maulāna Maḥmūd ul Ḥassan was a Deobandi Muslim Sunni scholar who was active against the 

British rule in India. For his efforts and scholarship he was given the title “Sheikh-ul-Hind” by the 

Central Khilafat Committee.

Early Life

Maulāna Maḥmūd ul Ḥassan was born in 1851 in the town of Barielly. His father Muhammad 

Zulfiqār, was a scholar of Arabic language and worked in educational department of the British East 

India Company. Maḥmūd ul Ḥassan received his education with a strong emphasis on the study of 

Islam, the Persian language and Urdu. His father sent him to the newly established school of 

Deoband, where he was one of the first students. He completed his basic studies in 1869-70, after 

which he studied under the guidance of Maulāna Muhammad Qāsim Nānotvi under whom he 

graduated in 1873 in Hadith studies. In 1874 he joined Deoband as a teacher and later got promoted to 

the position of the principal in 1890.

]The Beginning of the Struggle

The First World War (1914-1918) had not begun yet but its portents had begun to appear. The British 

Government had begun a cold war against the Ottoman Empire and day by day the situation was 

growing more and more delicate, so much so that the dreadful flames of war blazed up in 1914. This 

was the period of restlessness and anxiety for Maulāna Maḥmūd-ul-Ḥassan. Such were the 

circumstances that compelled him to launch a revolutionary movement that prepared a plan to 

overthrow the British Government through an armed revolution. The period of 1920s was a very 

calamitous period for the Islamic world. The European powers had decided through a secret pact to 

disintegrate the Ottoman Empire. The implementations of the pact began with the Italy's invasion of 

Tripoli, which was then the part of Ottoman territory. France usurped Morocco and started a series of 

campaigns against the Turks. The way the European nations including England were up in arms 

against the Turks, had extremely provoked the sentiments of Muslims. The Muslims of the world 

considered the Ottoman Empire as the bulwark of Islam. As a result great, its reverberations were felt 

across the masses of the Indian Muslims.

Armed Revolution
th

In the second decade of the 20  century, Maulāna Maḥmūd-ul-Ḥassan had prepared a plan on a large 

Junaid Ahmad Khowaja
(M.A, Final year)

 MAULĀNA MAḤMŪD UL ḤASSAN
SHEIKH UL HIND
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scale to finish off the paramount English power in India through an armed revolution for which he had 

chalked out a well-organized program. A large group of his students and colleagues throughout India 

awaited his “go-ahead” to put the plan into action. It was a very organized movement which made the 

atmosphere in the whole of India favorable for her potential freedom. The plan was started at two 

fronts, one inside the country and the other outside.

The general idea then prevalent was that it was not possible to overthrow the British Raj from India 

without might and since weapons had been seized from Indians after the World War, it was necessary 

to obtain foreign help for the supply of arms and soldiers to reinforce the war for independence. In this 

connection Maulāna Maḥmūd-ul-Ḥassan first invoked the help of Afghanistan as it was easiest to get 

weapons from there. The Sheikh-ul-Hind established connections with the 'Ulama of North Frontier 

Providence who had formerly been 

the students of Deoband. The plan 

was to spread a network from 

Afghanistan to India and then at an 

opportune time, launch an attack on 

British Raj. Simultaneously, a war of 

independence was to be started 

within the country. Since it was 

necessary to enlist foreign help, he 

ordered his disciples Ubaidullah 

Sindhi to go on a special mission to 

Kabul ,  and Mian Mansoor to 

inculcate the sense of Jihād in free 

tribes and himself embarked on a 

journey to Hejaz to obtain help from 

the Turks.

Political Journey to Hejaz and 

Detention in Malta

Despite his old age Sheikh-ul-Hind 

undertook a journey to Hejaz where 

he discussed certain important 

matters with the Ottoman Governor. 

From Hejaz, via Baghdad and 

Baluchistan he intended to contact 

the independent tribes of the Frontier 

when suddenly, during the Great War, Sharif Hussain, the ruler of Makkah, at the behest of the 

English officials, apprehended him and handed him over to them. From Makkah the Sheikh-ul-Hind 

along with his companions were taken to Jeddah and were kept in detention for nearly a month. On 

January 12, 1917 they were shifted to Malta which was then considered to be the most isolated place 

in British Empire for most of the subversive prisoners. The Sheikh-ul-Hind along with his 

companions were detained there for more than three years. After the war was over he was given a 

permission to return to India and in late 1919, he stepped on the shore of Bombay.

Jamiat Ulama-I-Hind

In November 1919, the revolutionary 'Ulama under the leadership of Sheikh-ul-Hind, on the 
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occasion of the Khilafat Conference held at Delhi, resolved to constitute a new organization for 

carrying a non-violent freedom struggle in cooperation with fellow countrymen. The organization 

was designated as 'Jamiat-e-'Ulama-e-Hind.' Mufti Kifayatullah was elected as first president. The 

establishment of organization was a turning point in their revolutionary movement as they gave up 

armed struggle and chose non-violent struggle and adopted non-cooperation initiated by the Indian 

National Congress. The strategy eventually proved beneficiary to the eventual attainment of the 

freedom of the country.

Foundation of Jamia Millia Islamia

After his arrival in India, when Sheikh-ul-Hind joined the Khilafat movement and issued a fatwa 

endorsing the non-cooperation movement, it produced such a stir and excitement in the country that 

people became intent upon closing down even the Muslim University at Aligarh. Although the 

Sheikh-ul-Hind was very ill at the time, yet he went to Aligarh and inaugurated the Jamia Millia 

Islamia (later shifted to Delhi). The significant address he delivered on the occasion would always 

remain memorable in the political history of India.

Tafsīr-e-Uthmani

Sheikh-ul-Hind co-wrote an Urdu exegesis of the Qur'ān, the Tafsīr-e-Uthmani, with Mufti Shabbir 

Ahmad Uthmani. In addition to the Tafsīr, he also wrote the Aḥsan-ul-Quran, the Al-Abwāb wal 

Tarājīm, and various other treatises and fatwas and political addresses.

Death

Sheikh-ul-Hind Maulāna Maḥmūd-ul-Ḥassan passed on November 30, 1920. His endeavors won 

him the admiration not only of Muslims but also of Indians across the religious and political 

spectrum. He became an icon of the Indian Independence Movement and was given the title of 

“Sheikh-ul-Hind” by the Central Khilafat Committee for his contribution to Islamic sciences and the 

freedom movement. The Sheikh-ul-Hind Mahmud ul Ḥassan Medical College in Saharanpur is 

named after him.   
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Maulana Muhammad Ali Jauhar 

a man who
chose the pen above the sword

Ariba Shabahat

(M.A, final year)

ife will begin again when the tyrant has been vanquished It will be our beginning when you Lhave reached your limits. Above mentioned couplet was written by Maulana Muhammad Ali 

Jauhar one of the most remarkable personality. 'Maulana Mohammad Ali Jauhar' was born to 

a lion-hearted mother, popularly known as 'Bi Amma' on 10th December 1878 in the house of Sheikh 

Abdul Ali Khan at Rampur. He was the youngest among five siblings. After receiving his primary 

education at home, he moved to Bareilly High School for doing his matriculation. Later he studied at 

M.A.O. College of Aligarh, affiliated at that time to Allahabad University. By topping the list of 

successful candidates in University and the State in his B.A. examination, he earned laurels to his 

alma

mater and home town. In 1897, he was sent to Lincoln College of Oxford for further studies, where he 

completed his M.A. in Modern History in 1898.

In 1911, he started his first newspaper 'Comrade' in English, which was well received by all sections 

of the society including the ruling class. This, however, was banned in 1914 for publishing an article 

'Choice of Turks' in 1913. Its publication was resumed with great difficulty in 1924 but again 

discontinued in 1926. His Urdu newspaper 'Hamdard’ which started in 1913 was equally popular. 

This too met the same fate, and publication of its anti British articles resulted in frequent 

imprisonment of the defiant editor.

Maulana Mohammad Ali Jauhar started his political career as a member of Muslim League in 1906. 

In 1917 he was unanimously elected as President of Muslim League, while he was still under  

detention. He joined Indian National Congress in 1919 and became its National President in 1923. He 

was a staunch supporter of freedom of India and a torch bearer of Khilafat Movement. He led a 

delegation to London for Khilafat movement in 1920. On his return from England, he established 

'Jamia Millia Islamia' in 1920 at Aligarh, which was later shifted to Delhi and is now a leading 

institution of higher learning in the form of a Central University. In 1930 he participated in the Round 

Table Conference, despite his ill health, where he gave his famous statement "Either give me freedom 

or give me two yards place for my grave; I do not want to go back to a slave country”. These words 

proved true and he died on 4th January 1931 in London. His mortal remains were carried to Baitul-

Muqadas and buried there on 23rd January 1931. Establishment of Maulana Mohammad Ali Jauhar 

University in his native town is a humble tribute to this great son of Rampur.

And this is the soul proof that Mualana mohammad Ali Jauhar always prioritize education before 

everything, Indeed he was a great personality and always be remembered by us.
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Ruqaiyya  Fahim saifi

(B. A, 1st year)

Jamia Millia Islamia, an institution originally established at Aligarh in United Provinces, India in 

1920 became a Central University by an act of the Indian Parliament in 1988. In Urdu language, 

Jamia means ‘University’, and Millia means ‘National’. If we look at the other part of the name of the 

university itself i.e Millia(National), it shows what feelings it has for it’s country, it shows the feeling 

of patriotism and indicates towards what service it has rendered in the liberation of the country . 

Jamia Millia Islamia is one of the few educational institutions which came into being in response to 

the nationalist call of freedom struggle to boycott educational institutions supported or run by the 

British colonial rule. It became a dream project of such stalwart national leaders as Mehmud-ul-

Hasan, Mohammad Ali Jauhar, Mahatma Gandhi, Hakim Ajmal Khan and the like; and its mentors, 

teachers and students played a vital role during the Indian struggle for independence.

The British interference in the Muslim world in the first decade of the twentieth century, particularly 

in Turkey the seat of Ottoman Empire, triggered agitations the world over including India and 

brought the concept of caliphate into manistream debates of the time. An alumnus and teacher of 

Darul Uloom Deoband, Maulana Mehmud-ul-Hasan attempted during 1904-14 to organize a 

national war of independence against Britain with help from the Ottoman Empire. However, he was 

arrested in Makkah during his support campaign and exiled to Malta for a while.

In the wake of the Turkish War of Independence, a large number of Muslim religious leaders in India 

began working together around 1919 to campaign for Caliphate. Khilafat Movement was launched in 

1919 by an alumnus of Muhammadan Anglo Oriental College Aligarh and also of Oxford University, 

Maulana Mohammad Ali Jauhar. Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, who returned to his homeland 

from South Africa in 1915, became active with both the Congress and Khilafat Movement around 

that time. He participated in discussions on the importance of ‘non-cooperation’ with the British 

government in the meetings of Khilafat Committee which thought to be essential in the wake of 

Jallianwala Bagh massacre and imposition of Rowlatt Act. Gandhi supported it while persuading its 

leaders to keep it non-violent. The Committee’s June 1920 meeting, also attended by several non-

Muslim leaders including Gandhi, finally approved the launch of non-cooperation movement 

programme of surrender of titles, the boycott of schools, courts and councils, the boycott of foreign 

goods, the promotion of Hindu-Muslim unity and strict non-violence struggle was taken up. S.N. Sen 

mentioned in his book, History of the Freedom Movement in India (1857-1947), about the August 1, 

1920 letter of Gandhi to the Viceroy, “Gandhi pointed out that the scheme of non-cooperation 

inaugurated today was essentially in connection with the Khilafat movement and that the Punjab 
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question had merely given and ‘additional’ cause.”

In the Calcutta session of Indian National Congress in September 1920, the issue of non-cooperation 

against the British Raj was debated on the insistence of Mahatma Gandhi but without any conclusion. 

Five months later, in the Nagpur session of Congress in December, the resolution of non-cooperation 

was again discussed and finally approved in spite of opposition of Mohammad Ali Jinnah, Madan 

Mohan Malviya and some others.

Thus, the two leading national political platforms of the country, Khilafat Movement and the 

Congress, jointly spearheaded the non-cooperation movement, which was called Tark-e-Mawalat in 

Urdu and Asahyog Andolan in Hindi and gave a decisive twist to the struggle for independence. The 

freedom fighter and eminent Hindi poet, Rambriksh Benipuri, wrote about the non-cooperation 

movement in these words, “I can assert that no other movement upturned the foundations of Indian 

society to the extent that the Non-

Cooperation Movement did. From the most humble huts to the high places, from villages to cities, 

everywhere there was a ferment, a loud echo.” As a consequence of the call, many Indians left the 

British supported educational institutions and established nationalist institutions to provide 

education in a native perspective. Jamia Millia Islamia was the first nationalist institution that came 

into existence as a product of non-cooperation movement. Some other similar institutions that 

followed its establishment comprise Gujarat Vidyapith, Bihar Vidyapith, Tilak Maharashtra 

Vidyapith, Kasi Vidyapith and the Bengal National University. They all depended on public 

donations and played a great role in strengthening the struggle. Nationalist schools and colleges had 

reportedly enrolled 100,000 students by 1922.

When the British government conferred Muhammadan Anglo Oriental College Aligarh the status of a 

university, i.e. Aligarh Muslim University, in September 1920 many of its teachers, alumni and 

students left it seeing an unchallengeable

control on its affairs by the colonial powers. They subsequently founded Jamia Millia Islamia at 

Aligarh itself within the next two months. Jamia Millia Islamia was founded by 18 members of a self-

dedicated group of Muslim intellectuals and religious elite called the Founding Committee. All 

eminent leaders of the non-cooperation movement were in the committee or they supported it even 

otherwise. Its proposal was agreed upon on 29 October and it was formally inaugurated on 22 

November 1920 by Shaikhul Hind Maulana Mahmud Hasan who had just returned on release from 

Malta. Hakim Ajmal Khan was elected as the first chancellor of the Jamia and Mohammad Ali Jauhar 

the first vice-chancellor. Dr. Mukhtar Ahmad Ansari and A.M. Khwaja were other important national 

leaders in the Founding Committee who tirelessly worked for its progress.

With the decline of Khilafat Movement after 1924 due to abolition of Khilafat in Turkey itself, Jamia 

Millia’s public appeal also suffered to some extent, as many of its sponsors were ardent champions of 

the cause, and the institution faced an acute financial crisis. Hakim Ajmal Khan, who was also a major 

donor to the Congress, increased his contributions towards the institution. The situation of Jamia 

Millia Islamia was challenging as compared to many of its contemporaries like Aligarh Muslim 

University or Banaras Hindu University, which received financial support from the government or 

the princely states. It was entirely 

depended on anti-government public donors. In order to overcome the adverse time, Abdul Majeed 

Khwaja and Dr Mukhtar Ahmad Ansari traveled to various parts of India especially to use contacts of 
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Mahatma Gandhi. They also embarked on a few foreign tours to mobilize funds. Gradually, the 

situation improved which also led to shifting of the institution to Karol Bagh in Delhi in 1925. After 

some time, many founders of the Jamia got imprisoned by the British government in the wake of 

Simon Commission’s boycott by the Congress in 1927, which again affected its function to some 

extent. The death of Hakim Ajmal Khan in 1928 gave another major jolt to its survival and a new 

leadership of Dr Zakir Husain, Dr Abid Husain and Dr Mukhtar Ahmad Ansari emerged to carry on its

nationalist mission. One major event of the time was the peasants’ revolt in Surat district of Gujarat in 

1928. In the entire region, farmers were facing a lot of hardships due to flood and unbearable increase 

of revenue tax. Gandhiji used his South African contacts with the people of Bardoli Taluk of the area 

and encouraged farmers to protest. His veteran friends Abbas Tayebji and Imam Abdul Qadir Bavazir 

of the Satyagrah Ashram of South Africa fame helped him much, apart from many others of his 

followers from Gujarat and Bombay. The Congress activist Vallabhbhai Patel from Ahmadabad 

spearheaded the stir which went in history as the Bardoli Satyagrah, an anti-tax movement in Gujarat 

led by Vallabhbhai Patel. The success of the agitation led to the conferring of the title of ‘Sardar’ t him 

by a common woman.

In spite of the fact that several leaders associated with Jamia Millia Islamia were in jail at that time, 

many students of the institution volunteered themselves for the Bardoli Satyagrah and assured 

support of Muslim farmers of the area towards its success. At that time, public meetings and protests 

generally began with the recitation of the Quran and Hindu mantras and some of these students 

played their part in the former act. The campus of Jamia Millia Islamia was shifted again from Karol 

Bagh to its present site in Okhla in March 1935. Dr Mukhtar Ahmad Ansari, who succeeded as the 

chancellor of Jamia Millia, looked over transfer of the institution. Many local and international 

donors helped in the gradual development of its infrastructure in the new place. Many international 

scholars also served theuniversity from 1933 to 1943 on the appeal of its erstwhile vice-chancellor Dr 

Zakir Husain. One such respectable name of the time remains of Ms Gerda Philipsborn of Germany, 

popularly called as Aapa Jaan, who died while serving the institution and buried in the campus itself. 

Dr Zakir Husain defined the objectives of the Jamia in 1938 thus, “The main objective of the Jamia is 

to develop such a roadmap for the future life of Indian Muslims that could revolve around Islam and 

become painted with such colors of Indian culture which could match with the universal human 

civilization.”

When the Jamia Millia Society was registered in 1939, its Memorandum of Association, summarized 

the aims and objects of the Jamia as fellows; “To promote and provide for the religious and secular 

education of Indians, particularly Muslims, in conformity with sound principles of education and in

consonance with the needs of national life and to that end, to establish and maintain suitable 

educational institutions within the Jamia campus and to set up and organize educational extension 

centers in Delhi from time to time.”

Jamia’s financial woes again became acute when the Quit India movement was launched by the 

Congress in 1942. It was the time when Britain jumped into the World War II. Quit India movement 

was a nationwide civil disobedience movement declared on 9 August 1942 in Bombay. Instantly, a 

large number of Congress leaders of all statures were put behind the bar. The campaign was 

effectively crushed by the colonial rulers. Due to the arrest of major leaders, a young and till then 

relatively unknown Aruna Asaf Ali presided over the AICC session on 9 August and hoisted the flag. 

The Congress party was banned thereafter.
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A lot of students of Jamia Millia and many nationwide Vidyapiths also worked openly or covertly for 

the movement. The students at Lucknow and Banaras Hindu University also became active and 

suffered persecutions of the British vendetta as their counterparts elsewhere. Many associates of 

Jamia Millia Islamia were arrested including its vice-chancellor Dr Zakir Husain. The founder of 

Progressive Writers Association and relentless fighter against the imperialist rule in India, Sajjad 

Zaheer, was also associated with Jamia Millia Islamia formally for a brief period during the non-

cooperation movement and informally for a long time till his death in 1973. He influenced many 

young minds of the time at the Jamia during the critical phase of freedom struggle.

The Silver Jubilee year of the Jamia came in 1946 midst the pre-Partition disturbances. Its celebration 

gave an opportunity to bring together many leaders of the Congress and the Muslim League on the 

same dias. Dr. Zakir Hussain made a moving speech on the occasion in which he appealed to the 

leaders present on there to strive for peace and harmony.

When India finally got freedom on 15 August 1947, Delhi’s atmosphere was highly charged with 

communal sentiments which resulted in unthought-of bloodshed in the national capital all through 

September and after. Jamia Millia Islamia remained an icon of nationalist struggle for freedom but its 

school in Karol Bagh was attacked and ransacked soon after India got freedom. Anis Kidwai narrated 

in her book, In Freedom’s Shade, how Dr Zakir Husain was upset on it. She wrote, “One day I heard 

him (Gandhiji) telling Dr Zakir Husain:

Doctor sahab, some people came to say that they have managed to save some of things that belonged 

to your school in Karol Bagh. Please go and collect them.” Dr Husain did not say anything in response 

and went away with his gloomy face. She remarked that the riots had caused losses of several lakhs to 

Jamia School, Publication House and library. Dr Zakir Husain was also assaulted at Jalandhar while 

traveling to Kashmir but was miraculously saved.

Member Parliament Dr Ram Subhag Singh asked in the Parliament in 1951, the then education 

minister Maulana Abul Kalam Azad as regards damage to the Jamia during 1947 disturbances. He 

replied, “Books and furniture lying in the building of Jamia Millia Islamia, Delhi, were damaged and 

looted during the disturbances in 1947… According to the Jamia Millia authorities, the damage 

amounted to nearly Rs 5 lakhs.” The minister also informed the house that the government had not 

compensated the damages, as its authorities had not applied for it.

Not only the Jamia School, the Tibbia College in Karol Bagh, established by another freedom fighter 

Hakim Ajmal Khan in 1916, was also severely devastated by miscreants; and, disgusted with the 

situation, his survivors left India in December the same year to the country against the idea of which 

their elder had relentlessly fought all through his life.

In his 2014 lecture, “Partners in Freedom: The Story of Jamia Millia Islamia”, the former vice-

chancellor of the Jamia, Professor Mushirul Hasan, said, “The founders of Jamia were 

simultaneously engaged in the freedom movement and in shaping up of Jamia with the same 

nationalist spirit to serve the cause of the nation.” He further said that the idea of ‘composite culture’ 

was the core of the non-cooperation movement and the Jamia became the laboratory to experiment it.

Once Dr Mukhtar Ahmad Ansari, one of the founders of Jamia, was highly desperate on financial 
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difficulties faced by the institution and expressed his desire to leave Jamia Millia Islamia and focus on 

the larger struggle for freedom. When Jamnalal Bajaj, a close lieutenant of Mahatma Gandhi, learnt 

about this, he advised him not to do so, as while serving Jamia he was actually serving the cause of the 

nation. There is no doubt that Jamia Millia Islamia was the product and vehicle of freedom struggle 

and suffered a lot due to its unique philosophy. It was established in response to popular sentiments 

against the British oppression and it itself suffered many atrocities due to this. Its idea of ‘composite 

culture’ did not appeal to many Muslim leaders and the community failed to appreciate its struggle for 

a long time. Its ‘Islamic’ color remained reprehensive for Hindu leadership all through its existence 

and perhaps yet. Its associates joined Vallabhbhai Patel’s Bardoli Satyagrah in 1928 in spite of 

adverse times but when the Jamia Millia was looted and ransacked in September 1947 during 

communal bloodshed in Delhi, Patel did not come to its rescue from being damaged by communal 

elements although he became home minister of the country by that time. It is really strange that the 

institution which did not expect any formal recognition from the British Raj due to obvious reasons 

was not granted university status by the UGC for a long time in the independent India as well and only 

after 15 years of freedom it formally became a deemed university. Its minority status was acquired 

after many efforts in 2011 but it had been challenged in the court by radical Hindus. It is in spite of the 

fact that more than half of its students are generally not Muslims. The matter is presently sub

judice. The N tional Commission for Minority Educational Institutions, which sanctioned its 

‘minority status’, was punished by the erstwhile union minister of HRD Kapil Sibbal by blocking 

statutory payment to its recurring expenses including staff salaries for about six months.

There were some affirmative moments too. Dr Zakir Husain, the longest serving vice-chancellor of 

Jamia Millia Islamia, was made vice-president of India for a five year term of 1962-67 and then the 

country’s president in 1967, but he died while in office for almost two years. He was conferred Bharat 

Ratna the highest civilian award of India in 1963. The Government of India issued a stamp on 29 

October 1970 in commemoration of Jamia’s golden jubilee. The university was turned into a central 

university in 1988.

Nevertheless, Jamia’s vision, diehard efforts of its founders and teachers to stand against all 

adversities and the due government patronage for quite some time made the university to proudly 

emerge on the firmament of higher education of the country. Now, it is the 7th best university in the 

country. The series of sacrifices and sufferings of Jamia Millia Islamia through the freedom struggle 

can be concluded in these historic words of the national leader of freedom movement and poetess 

Sarojini Naidu, who said about it, “Jamia Millia Islamia was built stone by stone and sacrifice by 

sacrifice.” However, Jawaharlal Nehru, the first prime minister of the country and the national leader, 

said that Jamia is a ““lusty child of the non-cooperation days.” “Jamia had a glorious past. As a 

national heritage, it deserves a glorious future. It must become a unique university like the unique 

school it began. Jamia has to reinvent itself in order to achieve its manifest destiny, as a vital 

contribution of the Muslim community to the making of future India” an eminent Muslim leader 

Sayed Shahabuddin concluded in his article: How to revive the spirit of Jamia Millia?
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At par with the other departments of Jamia Millia Islamia, the yearly selection of Subject 
Association was carried out in Department of Islamic Studies. Under the Subject 
Association, students were given the opportune moments to take part in educational and 
cultural activities and reveal their hidden talents. The Subject Association is prominent in 
this regard in the entire university. Keeping up with the tradition, the Hon'ble HoD, Prof. 
(Dr.) Mohammad Ishaque headed the Association and Dr. Mohd Arshad functioned as the 
Advisor under whose guidance, the following students were elected for the different titles of 
the Subject Association:

  Vice-President  Junaid Ahmad Khowaja

  General Secretary  Shadab Alam

  Joint Secretary  Abu Salim Yahya,

      MariyaAasim

Each member of the Subject Association represents their class. Students who were selected 
as representatives this year are as following:

  Junaid Khowaja, Shehnaz Parveen         M.A. Sem IV

  Shadab Alam, Aliza Bano       M.A. Sem  I

  Abu Salim , Uvaish Khan          B.A. Sem   IV

  Abdus Sami , Mariya Aasim          B.A. Sem   III

  Umar Farooque , Sidra Khan    B.A. Sem    I

Throughout the year various events were organized by Subject Association and Editorial 
Board, the details of which are given below:

1. A Freshers' Party and reception program was organized on October 3, 2019 for new 
students enrolled in the Department. As per tradition Mr. Fresher and Ms. Fresher 
were chosen from B.A. First Year and M.A. First Year. Mr. Sajad Ali and Ms. 
Aqleema Zameer were chosen as Mr. Fresher as Ms. Fresher from M.A. First Year, 
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respectively, and Mr. Mohd Akram and Ms. Abreena Gulzar from B.A. First Year 
were chosen as Mr. Fresher and Ms. Fresher, respectively. Professor Razi Ahmad 
Kamal was the chief guest on the occasion who also launched a special issue of the 
annual magazine “Sada –e- Jauhar.” 

2. On July 31, 2019, an Orientation Program was organized in the Department where 
newly admitted students got a chance to interact with teachers.

3. On September 05, 2019, Teachers Day was celebrated in the Department.
4. On October 18, 2019, an Essay Writing Competition was held in the Department.
5. On November 01, 2019, in Vigilance Awareness Week, an Extempore Speech 

Composition Program was organized by the Subject Association on the topic “SAY 
NO TO CORRUPTION” and many students participated in the program.

6. On November 2, 2019, a One-Day “Delhi Darshan” Historical and Educational Tour 
was organized by the Subject Association.

7. On November 11, 2019, Education Day was celebrated on the occasion of Maulāna 
Abul Kalām Azād's birthday, during which many students presented papers and 
teachers gave lectures related to the life and works of Maulāna Azād.

8. On February 21, 2020, the International Mother Language Day was celebrated at the 
Department and different programs were organized like: On-Spot Hindi essay 
writing, Hindi speech competition and Hindi Doha.

9. On March 6, 2020, on the eve of Women's Day, a program was organized in the 
Department and Prof. Farida Khanum was the chief guest of the program.

The Subject Association was looking forward to organizing other innovative events and 
programs to continue providing the students of the Department the opportunities to hone 
their talents under the guidance of the Department. However, the sudden onslaught of the 
global pandemic Covid-19 hindered the Association's efforts in addition to the obvious 
bringing to a halt of all the academic-social activities of the University.

 Junaid Ahmad Khowaja  Sha�iur Rahman Khan
 Vice President    Managing Editor
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The subject association of department of Islamic studies is distinguished throughout 
the University for its Extra Ordinary Performance's throughout the years. Under the 
subject association students take part in man educational and cultural activities and 
reveal their hidden talent. The subject association of department has formed a 
separate organization under the name of “Editorial Board”. The organization publishes 
a monthly magazine called “SADA-E-JAUHAR”. In addition to this a yearly magazine is 
also published under a speci�ic title which includes the best of articles written by the 
students of the department. Like every other year the selection of Editorial Board was 
carried out in the department and the following of�icials were selected under the 
guidance of the advisor to the subject association Dr Mohd Arshad :

   MANAGING EDITOR  SHAFI UR RAHMAN KHAN

   EDITOR    MALIK MEHMOOD 

   ASSOCIATE EDITOR  SHEHWAR PARVEZ

   ASSOCIATE EDITOR  ABDUL MAJID REHMANI

   ASSISTANT EDITOR  SHEHNAZ PARVEEN

   ASSISTANT EDITOR  MOHD YOUSUF

	 	 MEMBERS:
	 	 	 	 	   ALIZA KHAN 

       NAUREEN FAIZ 

       KHURSHEED AHMAD

       MOHD HUSSAIN

       INZAMAMUL QUAYUM

       SHAMSUDDIN

      

In the year 2019-2020, some new programs were introduced by “Editorial 
Board” that are as following:

1. For the first time our magazine was uploaded on the official website of 
Jamia Millia Islamia to become globally famous. 
https://www.jmi.ac.in/islamicstudies/sada-e-jauhar
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2. A special edition on vigilance week was introduced.
3. Top 03 articles of Sada-e-Jauhar are published in famous magazines 

of the country.
4. A question wall was introduced in the department by Editorial Board.
5. An open book library was started where students got chance to get 

books free of cost for reading.
6. A wisdom wall was also introduced, which was a new innovation in 

the department.
7.  A poetry column was also added in the magazine.
8. Magazine is now also available in the form of PDF which is 

forwarded to the every department of the university.
9. To improve our courage and self-confidence many competitions were 

also organized by the editorial board like essay writing and poetry 
writing.

10. Awards were also given to the students for best written articles and 
most written articles.

NOTE: we were looking forward to organize many other innovative 
events and programs, However because of the global pandemic 
COVID-19 we were forced to stop all our activities .And with hope 
when it as all over we will be organizing all the programs which were 
left half way down .(inshallah).
We are thankful to our whole team of Sada-e-Jauhar, Our teachers and 
coordinators who supported us throughout the way in achieving our 
goals.

Shafi Ur Rahman Khan
Managing Editor
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