
Centre for West Asian Studies 
JAMIA MILLIA ISLAMIA 

New Delhi-110025 
 

M. Phil Course for 1st Semester 
 

 
Course Title   :   Basics of Arabic Language 
Course Teacher  :   Aftab Ahmad 
Course Duration                  :                        One Semester 
Instruction Method              :                       Lectures 
Evaluation Method              :                       Mid-Term Test and Final Exam 
   
 
 
Unit -1:  Arabic Alphabets, Vowels, forming of words, Types of Noun 

derived from Verbs, Gender, Cases, Subject & Predicate, 
Preposition, Possessive Demonstrative and Relative Pronouns, 
Particles of Interrogations, Negation and reply.  

 
Unit- 2: Basic Arabic Grammar (the construct state, the Noun Qualified, 

Adjective, Dual, Plural, Past Tense, Present/ Future Tense, 
Imperative Verb, Negative imperative Verb) etc. 

 
Unit- 3:        Reading of the Text from the Book “Al Qiraatul Wadiha” Part -1 by 

Wahiduz Zaman Keranwi (Chapter1-5). 
 
Unit- 4: (A) Translation of simple sentences: Arabic into English & vice   
                            versa.              
 (B) Conversation related to daily life. 
 
Recommended Books: 

1. Nadvi, Maulana Abdul Majid: Mualimul Insha (part-1), Azad Printing 
Press, Lucknow, 2007 

2. Ali, Dr. Sayyed: Arabic Language for Beginners (Al Lughah Al Arabia lil 
Mubtadeen, Arabic Publication of India, Madras, 1996. 

3. Faynan: Prof. Rafi el- Imad: The Essential Arabic, Goodword Books, 
New Delhi, 2004 

4. Khan, Habibullah & Farooqi, Zubair Ahmad, Teach Yourself Arabic, 
New Delhi 

5. Keranwi, Wahiduz Zaman “Al Qiraatul Wadiha” Part -1 
 



M. Phil Course for 11nd Semester 
 

 
Course Title   :   Functional Arabic 
Course Teacher  :   Aftab Ahmad 
Course Duration                  :                        One Semester 
Instruction Method              :                       Lectures 
Evaluation Method              :                       Mid-Term Test and Final Exam 
 
Unit: 1     Grammar 
 

(a) Words similar to verb (Huruf Mushabbah bil fail). 
(b) Negative Verbs (Afaal-e- Naqisa). 
(c) Subject 
(d) Object  
(e) Noun of Comparison (Ism Tafzeel). 

 
Unit: 2 Text 
 

Reading of the text from the Book “Al Qiraatul Wadiha” Part -2nd by 
Wahiduz Zaman Keranwi (Chapter1-10). 

 
Unit: 3 Translation 
 

(a) A general introduction to the art of Translation. 
(b) Translation of selected materials from Arabic and English news 

papers on variety of subjects. (Political, Economic and Social). 
 
Unit: 4        Essay and Composition 
   

• Letter & Application writing (Personal/ official and 
commercial) 

 

Recommended Books: 

1. Nadvi, Maulana Abdul Majid: Mualimul Insha (part-1), Azad Printing Press, 

Lucknow, 2007 

2. Ali, Dr. Sayyed: Arabic Language for Beginners (Al Lughah Al Arabia lil 

Mubtadeen, Arabic Publication of India, Madras, 1996. 

3. Faynan: Prof. Rafi el- Imad: The Essential Arabic, Goodword Books, New 

Delhi, 2004 



4. Khan, Habibullah & Farooqi, Zubair Ahmad, Teach Yourself Arabic, New 

Delhi 

5. Keranwi, Wahiduz Zaman “Al Qiraatul Wadiha” Part -1 
(THE END) 

 



Centre for West Asian Studies 
Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi-25 

 
Dr. Anisur Rahman 

 
Course for M. Phil 

 
Social Demography, Migration and Development in the Gulf Region 

 
Introduction 
 
This course seeks to offer the students about socio-economic and demographic profile of the 

Gulf region. This is an important aspect which is supposed to be known to those who are 

interested foe making research in the area of the social demographic issues, population, HRD, 

migration, etc. in this region. It also provides a broad perspective which would be effective in 

order to understand the dynamics of population and development taking place in this region. 

 

UNIT – I 

Social Demography: Conceptual Framework 

Nature, Scope and Objectives of Social Demography 

Relations with Other Social Science Disciplines 

 
Major Demographic Theories 

Malthusian Theory, Demographic Transition Theory, Marxian Theory, Neo-Malthusian 

Theory, Boserup and Simon’s Theory and their Relevance in Gulf countries. 

Islamic Approach to Population and Family Planning 

 

UNIT-II 

Socio-Demographic and Economic Profile  
Population Size, Growth Patterns and Projections 
 
Age Structure and Sex Composition of Population 

Literacy and Educational Levels-Gender Variations 

Ethnic composition of Population-Tribalism, Sectarianism, Regionalism, etc. 

 
Economic Characteristics 
 
Urbanization Process Dispersion and Concentration in the Gulf Countries 

Labour Force and Participation Rate, Industrial and Occupational Composition of Labour 
Force, Female Participation, Etc. 



UNIT-III  
 

Mobility and Migration 

Concepts and Dimensions of Migration, International Migration, Its Process and Stages, 

Streams of Migration, Issues in Migration and Development-People Flow, Financial Flow, 

Diaspora Flow, Etc. 

 

Patterns and Trends of Current Migration 

Immigration from Non-Gulf Arab 

Immigration from South Asian 

South East Asian Migrants 

Female Migrant Workers 

Migration  Policy of the Gulf States 

 

UNIT – IV 

Human Resource Planning and Development 

Human Resource Development-Concepts and Indicators 

Status of Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) With Reference to Women Empowerment, 

Education levels, Health Care and Access to ICT Issues for Development in Higher Education 

and Institutions.  
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Course Syllabi for M.Phil Programme 

Centre for West Asian Studies 
Jamia Millia Islamia 

 
COURSE TITLE    :  History and Culture of Saudi Arabia 
COURSE CODE          :                 
COURSE TEACHER :   Dr Hemayun Akhtar Nazmi  
Course Duration    :  One Semester  
Semester                       :  IInd  
Instruction Method   :  Lectures &  Tutorials  

 
Course Description & Objective:   

 
When the modern Kingdom (Saudi Arabia) was established in 1932, the Arabian Peninsula was 
an agricultural society based on date exports and pilgrims coming to Makkah and Madinah. The 
discovery of oil 1938 completely change Economic and social scenario of the people of the 
kingdom. Soon after World War II, oil revenue  brings the  funds to build a basic infrastructure 
of roads, airports, seaports, schools and Hospitals. In 1970, Saudi Arabia introduced the  first 
five-year development plans to build a modern infrastructure.  Today, the Kingdom offers a 
highly developed infrastructure to support economic growth and investment, free public 
education and health care systems for all citizens, world-class research and health care facilities 
and an extensive social services program. Saudi Arabia has also implemented a number measures 
to encourage political participation, promote economic growth, increase foreign investment and 
expand employment opportunities. The Kingdom has been updating and modernizing its 
academic curricula and monitoring its religious schools. The social changes resulting from 
government-sponsored development projects helped to create a new class of Saudi professionals 
and technocrats. These men comprised an urbanbased , Western-educated elite that emerged 
from both the traditional merchant class and low-status families. The technocrats have had 
responsibility for implementing the country's economic development programs. The objective of 
this course is to familarise the students about the Kingdom which help them to do reach on 
kingdom. 
 
This course is divided into five sections. First three section will deal the various developments 
occurred since the inception of the Modern Saudi Arabia. The second section of this course will 
deal the   various social changes occurred in Saudi Arabia. 
 

 
Evaluation Method and Grading:  Total 100 Marks: 
                                                           Term Paper 10 marks,  
                                                           Term Paper Presentation 5 marks,  
                                                           Book Review 5 marks  
                                                           Class Participation 5   marks  
                                                           Final Exam 75 marks 
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I. Development of the  Modern Saudi Arabia -1 
History of Abdul Aziz bin Abdul Rahman Al Saud (Ibn Saud), Geography, Economy, 
Religion and Ethnicity, Education, Legal System and Civil rights, Political system etc. 

II. Development of the  Modern Saudi Arabia -11  
The Saud family and the rise of the Wahhabis, Creation of Modern Saudi Arabia, 
Suppression of the Ikhwan, Discovery of oil, King Saud, King Faisal, King Khalid, Riots 
and disturbances, Saudi Peace initiative, King Fahd and King Abdullah 

III. Development of the  Modern Saudi Arabia -111 
Judicial System, Educational Development, Social and Cultural development,  Women 
Empowerment?. Various developments plans 

IV. Cultural Changes in Saudi Arabia 
Traditional Islamic Culture, Extended Family Roles and Modernization,  the Impact of 
Islam on Traditional Culture, Islam as Political ideology. extended Family Roles, 
Patriarchal Tradition, Endogamy, Polygamy, Gender Role, impact of modernization on 
Saudi Culture and Saudi Family. 

V. Social changes in  Saudi Arabia 
Social Custom, Cuisine, dress, rites of  passage, holidays and communication and Mass 
media, Social Life, rites of passage,  Mawlid (Mawlid), Marriage (Irs or Zawaj) 
Traditional arrange marriages, Modern Marriage, etc Arabic language and Saudi Culture, 
The evolutions of Mass communications,   
 
Essential Readings:  

 
1. Aburish, Said K, The Rise, Corruption and Coming Fall of the House of Saud, St. 

Martin's Press, 1996. 
2. Al-Rashid, Maddawi, A History of Saudi Arabia, Cambridge, Eng, Cambridge Univ. 

Press, 2002,  
3. Ansary, A.R. (ed.), Sources for the History of Arabia, Riyadh, University of Riyadh 

Press, 1957. 
4. Arebi, Saddeka, Women and words in Saudi Arabia : the politics of literary 

discourse, New York, Columbia University Press, 1994. 
5. Beling, Willard A., ed. King Faisal and the Modernisation of Saudi Arabia. 

London: Croom Helm; Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1980. 
6. Cordesman, Anthony, Saudi Arabia Enters the Twenty-First Century vol I, and 11 

NYC, Greenwood, 2003, 
7. Dahlan, Ahmed Hassan, ed. Politics, Administration and Development in Saudi 

Arabia. Brentwood, MD: Amana Corporation; Jiddah: Dar al-Shorouq, 1990 
8. Fandy, Mamoun, Saudi Arabia and the Politics of Dissent, London, Palgrave 

Macmillan, 2001,  
9. Farsy , Fouad al- .Modernity and Tradition: The Saudi Equation. London: Kegan Paul 

International, 1991. Distributed by Routledge, Chapman & Hall. 
10. Hobday, Peter. Saudi Arabia Today: An Introduction to the Richest Oil Power. 

London: Macmillan, 1978. 
11. Kechichian, Joseph A., Succession in Saudi Arabia, London, Palgrave Macmillan, 

2001,  

http://www.saudinf.com/main/b42.htm
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12. Long, David, The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Gainesville, University Press of Florida, 
1997,  

13. Mackey, Sandra, The Saudis: Inside the Desert Kingdom, Updated Edition, NYC, 
W.W. Norton and Co, 2002,  

14. Niblock, Tim, ed. State, Society and Economy in Saudi Arabia. London: Croom Helm, 
for the University of Exeter Centre for Arab Gulf Studies, 1982 

15. Safran, Nadav, Saudi Arabia, The Ceaseless Quest for Security, Cornell University 
Press, 1988. 

16. Saudi Arabia . Institute of Public Administration. Library and Documents 
Center.Reference Service. Information Sources on Saudi Arabia. 2nd ed.; 
Riyadh,1403/1983. 

17. Wolfe, Michael, One Thousand Roads to Mecca: Ten Centuries of Travelers Writing 
About the Muslim Pilgrimage, NYC, Grove Press, 1999,  

 
Articles 
 

1. 1J. E. Peterson, "The Arabian Peninsula in Modern Times: A Historiographical 
Survey," American Historical Review, Vol. 96, No. 5 (December 1991), p. 1436. 

2. Lacey, Robert. "Saudi Arabia: A More V isible Role in the Middle East." The World 
Today, Vol. 38, No. 1 (January 1982), pp. 4-12. 

3. McHale, T. R. "A Prospect of Saudi Arabia." International Affairs (London), 
Vol. 56, No. 4 (1980), pp. 622-647. 

4. Rentz, George. "Literature on the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia." Middle East 
Journal,Vol. 4, No. 2 (1950), pp. 244-249. 

5. Anthony, John Duke. "The Gulf Cooperation Council," Journal of South Asian and 
Middle Eastern Studies, 5, No. 4,Summer 1982, 3-18. 
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Course Syllabi for M.Phil Programme 
Centre for West Asian Studies 

Jamia Millia Islamia 
 

COURSE TITLE             : Religion, Culture and Society in West Asia 
COURSE CODE          :                 
COURSE TEACHER :   Dr Hemayun Akhtar Nazmi  
Course Duration        :  One Semester  
Semester                       :  Ist  
Instruction Method     :  Lectures &  Tutorials  

 
Course Description & Objective:   
This  course offers a panoramic survey of the Islamic societies of the West Asia   from its  origin 
to the present day. It will deal with the history and expansion of Islam, both as a world religion 
and civilization, from its birth in the Arabian peninsula in the seventh century to its subsequent 
spread to other parts of the world. Issues of religious practices, political governance and 
movements, gender, social relations and cultural norms will be explored in relation to a number 
of Islamic societies in the region.  

Evaluation Method and Grading:  Total 100 Marks: 
                                                           Term Paper 10 marks,  
                                                           Term Paper Presentation 5   marks,  
                                                           Book Review 5 marks  
                                                           Class Participation 5   marks  
                                                          Final Exam 75 marks 

Course Content: 
 

I. Introduction to the Religion, Culture and Society in West Asia 
Historical Narrative of the Region, Social and Cultural Setting, Various approaches to the 
Religion, Relationship between religion and Culture, cross-cultural interpretation and the 
treatment of common problems and themes within religious traditions 

II. World Religions in History 
Historical relations of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, with emphasis on the traditions. 
Origin and Dimensions of Islam, Basic Concept, Features, Sects, School of Laws.  

III. Impact of Islam  
Impact of Islam on Arab Social Structure, Social Security, Slavery, Women’s right, 
Islamic marital jurisprudence, Language, Custom, Ethnicity 

IV. Islam in India  
      History of Islam in India, Early interactions between India and Arabs. Prominent Literary 
     works in Abbasi Period mainly translation of Sanskrit work into Arabic,   

V. Contemporary Religious Thought. 
            Islamic Fundamentalism and Sectarian Violence, Religious and social thinkers across the 
           WANA region like Taha Hussain, Naguib Magfooz etc. Indian Religious thinkers and  
           authors like shah Waliullah  and Ali Mai Nadvi etc.  
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Essential Readings:  
 

1. Gilsenan, Michael, Recognizing Islam: Religion and Society in the Modern Middle East, 
New York University Press,2005) 

2. Juan R , Colonialism and Revolution in the Middle East: Social and Cultural Origins of 
Egypt's 'Urabi.(Cairo: American University Press) 

3. Alam, Anwar, Religion and State : Egypt, Iran and Saudi Arabia. (Gyan sagar 
Publications, Delhi 1998) 

4. Haim Gerber, The Social Origins of the Modern Middle East 
5. Al-Farsy Fouad, Modernity and Tradition: The Saudi Equation (Kegan Paul International, 

London, 1990 
6. Niblock Tim, State, Society and Economy in Saudi Arabia (Croom Helm, London, 1982). 
7. Schwartz Stephen, The Two Faces of Islam: the House of Saud from Tradition to 

Modernity (2003). 
8. Arjomand Said Amir, Shadow of God and the Hidden Imam, Religion, Political Order 

and Social Change in Shiite Iran from the Beginning to 1980 (University of Chicago    
Press, 1984) 

9. Katouzian Homa, Iranian History and Politics: The Dialectic of State and Society 
(Routledge Curzon, London, 2003). 

10. Keddie Nikki R. and Matthee Rudi, eds., Iran and the Surrounding World: Interactions in 
Culture and Cultural Politics (University of Washington Press, Seattle, 2002). 

11. Menashri David, Post-Revolutionary Politics in Iran: Religion, Society and Power (Frank 
Cass, London, 2001). 

12. Turner, B.S., Capitalism and Class in the Middle East: The origins of Social Change and 
Economic Development, 1984 

13. F. Halliday, Arab Resources: The Transformation of a Society (George Town University, 
1983) 

14. Saad  Eddin Ibrahim, New Arab Social  Order : A Study of Social Impact of Oil Wealth, 
Boulder 1982. 

15. T.N. Nlock, Social and Economic Development  in the  Arab gulf London, 1980. 
16. Amin, S.A., The Modernization of Poverty (Leiden: E.J.Brill, 1974). 
17. Farsoun, Samih K., Arab Society: Continuity and Change, Croom Helm, London, 1985. 
18. Fisher,    S. N. Social Forces in the Middle East  (Ithaca:  Cornell University Press, 

1955). 
19. Gellner, Ernest, Muslim Society (Cambridge University Press, 1984). 

 
20. Halpern, Maniford, The Politics of Social Change in the Middle East and North Africa 

(Princeton University Press, 1963). 
21. Hopwood, Derek (ed.) The Arabian Peninsula: Society and Politics (London: Allen & 

Unwin, 1972). 
22. Khaldoun Hasan Al-Naqueeb Society and State in the Gulf And Arab Peninsula: A 

Different Perspective, Routledge, London, 1990. 
23. Lerner, Daniel, The Passing of Traditional Society (New York: Free Press, 1963). 
24. Levi, Reuben, The Social Structure of Islam (Cambridge: The University Press, 1969). 
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25. Kemal H. Katrpat, Political & Social Thought in the Contemporary Middle East (New 
York:1967) 

26. Derek Hopwood (ed.) The Arabian Peninsula; society & Politics, (London:1972) 
27. Jack H.. Thompson & Robert D. Rei Schauer (Eds.), Modernization  of the Arab World 

(Princeton-1966) 
28. Levi, Reuben, The Social structure of Islam, ( Cambridge: The University Press, 1969) 
29. Mernissi, Fatima, Beyond the Veil ( London: Al Saqi Books,1985 
30. Sharabi,  Hisham,  Neopatriarchy: A theory of Distorted Social Change in Arab Society 

(New York: Oxford University Press, 1988) 
31. Carl Leiden (ed) The conflict of Traditionalism and Modernism in the Muslim Middle 

East (Austin : 1966) 
32. Sindey N. Fisher (ed) The Military in the Middle East: Problems in the Society  and 

Government) (Columbia: 1963) 
 
 
Articles: 

33. James A. Bill, Class Analysis and the Dialectics of Modernization in the Middle east” 
IJMES, 3 October 1972,pp.41734. 

34. William A. Rugh “ Emergence of  New Middle Class in Saudi Arabia.  Middle East 
Journal. 27, Winter 1973, pp.7-20. 

35. James, A.Bill, :Class Analysis and the Dialectics of Modernization. in the Middle .East 
:”IJMES,  3 October 1972, pp.417-34. 

36. William A. Hugh “Emergence of a New Middle Class in Saudi Arabia” Middle East 
Journal, 27, Winter 1973,pp.7-20. 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 
Center For West Asian Studies 
Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi 

 
 
Course Title:   ISLAMIC FINANCE IN WEST ASIA 
Course Teacher:  Javed Ahmad Khan  
Method of Teaching:      Lectures, Discussions and Presentations. 
Duration:   One Semester Course (About 30 Lectures of one hour each) 
 
 
Objective: This course aims to focus on the development of Islamic Economics and Finance as 
an emerging academic discipline in West Asia and outside that region. While covering both the 
theoretical as well as the practical aspects, this course in particular covers the nature of 
expansion of Islamic financial market in the Arab Gulf region. 
 
Unit 1  Islamic Economics and Finance: Evolution and Expansion 

Economics and Finance in Islamic Framework; Islamic Critique of 
other Economic System; Development in Islamic Economics since 
middle of 20th century 
 

 
Unit 2  Teachings and Researches in Islamic Economics & Finance 

 Major Thinkers and Theoretical Settings; Current Teaching and 
Researches in the Arab World; Critique of the current Islamic 
Economics and Finance 
 

Unit 3  Islamic Banking and Finance: Practice and Progress 
Islamic Concept of Money and Profit, Differences between Islamic 
and Conventional Banks: Excessive volumes of debt and 
speculation based on securitized debts Risk-sharing as opposed to 
Risk–Shifting, One to one correspondence between real and 
financial sectors, Current issues in Islamic Banking Finance: 
Monetary management without interest bearing debts. 

 
Unit 4  Experiment of Islamic Banking in the Gulf States 

Impact of Post-Oil Era, Islamic Modes of Finance, Equity based 
financial instruments, Debt-based financial instruments; Innovations 
in Islamic financings, takaful, sukuk and Tawarruq  

 
Unit 5  Institutional Developments  

Islamic Development Bank (IDB), Islamic Economics Institute 
(Jeddah), Accounting and Auditing Organization of Islamic 
Financial Institutions (AAOIFI), International Islamic Financial 
Market (IIFM), International Islamic Fiqh Academy 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested Readings: 
 
 

1. AHMAD, Ausaf, ‘The Evolution of Islamic Banking’, In: Encyclopaedia of 
Islamic Banking and Insurance, London: Institute of Islamic Banking and 
Insurance, 1995, pp.15-30. 

2. CHAPRA, M. Umer, The Future of Economics – An Islamic Perspective, 
Leicester, UK: The Islamic Foundation, 2000, 446pp. 

3. EL-GAMAL, Mahmoud A., Islamic Finance: Law, Economics and Practice, 
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, New York. 2006, 221 pp. 

4. HASSAN, Kabir M. and Mervyn K. Lewis, (eds.), Handbook of Islamic Banking, 
Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar Publishing Limited, 2007  

5. HASSAN, Kabir M. and Mervyn K. Lewis, Islamic Finance, Edward Elgar, UK, 
2007  

6. Islamic Financial System - Principles & Operations, International Shari’ah 
Research Academy for Islamic Finance (ISRA) Malaysia. 2011 912Pp.  

7. ISMAEL, Syed Muhammad, Critical Analysis Of Capitalism- Socialism and 
Islamic Economic Order, New Delhi: Adam Publishers, 2008 

8. OBAIDULLAH, Mohammad, Islamic Financial Markets: Towards Greater 
Efficiency, New Delhi, India: Institute Of Objective Studies, 2004, 215pp.  

9. SIDDIQI, M. Nejatullah, Economics: An Islamic Approach, Islamabad, Pakistan: 
Institute of Policy Studies, 2001, 99pp. 

10. SIDDIQI, M. Nejatullah, Riba Bank Interest and Rationale of Its Prohibition, 
New Delhi: Markazi Maktaba Islami, 2005, 162pp. 

11. SLAMAN, Syed Ali, Islamic Banking in the MENA Region, Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia: Islamic Research and Training Institute, 2011  

12. USMANI, Muhammad Taqi, An Introduction to Islamic Finance, New Delhi: 
Idara Ishaat-IDiniyat, 2009, 246pp. 

13. WILSON, Rodney,: History of Islamic Economics, Leiden: E.J. Brill, 2008 



Center of West Asian Studies 
Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi – 110025 
Course Syllabi for M.Phil Programme 

 
Course Title:  WEST ASIAN ECONOMICS  
Course Teacher: Javed Ahmad Khan 
Instruction Method: Lectures, Seminars and Tutorials 
Course Duration: One Semester (about 30 Lectures) 
 
Objective:  This course aims to introduce the basic features as well as the emerging economic trends and 
ideas in West Asia while taking into account the issues related to development and underdevelopments in 
the region, the impact of the trade liberalization including the main features of India-West Asia economic 
relations since 1970s.  
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
 
Unit-1 West Asian Economies 
 

1. Main Features of the Economies; Oil & Non-Oil Sectors  
2. The Problems of Development and Underdevelopment in West Asia 
3. Growing Population, Unemployment and Dependence on Foreign Labors 

 
Unit-2 Oil-based West Asian Economies 
 

1. Hydrocarbon Resources in West Asia 
2. The Gulf’s Energy in Global Energy Market  
3. Role of OPEC & OAPEC  
 

Unit-3 Oil Revenues and Its Impact On West Asia 
 

1. Remittances, Aids and Tourism 
2. Regional Diversification of Funds 
3. Foreign Participation in Energy Sector 

 
Unit-4 Regional Economic Integration 
 

1. Economic and Financial Integration: Basic Issues 
2. West Asia and Other Regions 
3. GCC and Rest of World 

 
Unit-5 India West Asia Economic Linkages Since 1970s 
 

1. Emerging Trends in India-West Asia Economic Relations Since 1990s 
2. Energy Cooperation and Investments 
3. Role of Indian Expatriates in the Gulf region 

  



 
 

Course Syllabi for M.Phil Programme  
Centre for West Asian Studies  

Jamia Millia Islamia  
 

            Course Title             :           Conflict and Peace in West Asia 
Course Code              :           MP                
Course Teacher :           Dr. Rafiullah Azmi  
Course Duration : One Semester  
Semester                     :           IInd  
Instruction Method :  Lectures &  Tutorials  
 
 

Course Description & Objective:  Conflict, wars, insecurity and consequently lack 
of peace has become an endemic feature of the West Asia since its emergence as 
significant factor in the World Affairs. The region is regarded as the most unstable, 
volatile and conflict ridden region because it has witnessed many wars and armed 
conflicts involving both state and non-state actors, regional and extra-regional powers.  
There are various flash points and fault line which generates conflict and turmoil 
leading towards war, insecurity and absence of peace. Given this perspective, this 
course has been designed to make students familiar with various kinds of conflicts 
afflicting the West Asian region. It also aims to provide a theoretical paradigm to 
understand the nature of conflicts and approaches to the management of the conflicts 
by transforming or containing it, and if possible by resolving it.  
 
Evaluation Method and Grading:  Total 100 Marks: Term Paper 10 marks, Term 
Paper Presentation 5 marks, Book Review 5 marks & Class Participation 5 marks  
 
 
 
 
Unit I: Introduction & Theoretical Framework 
 

• Meaning, nature and typology of conflict 
• Evolution of conflict and conflict resolution as a discipline of study 
• Theories and approaches to the study of conflict & conflict management 
• Theories of Peace/Democratic Peace theory 
• Track II and Multi-track diplomacy 
• Third Party Mediation 

 
 
 
Unit II: Ideological & Identity Conflicts in West Asia 
 

• Ideological conflict: Zionism &  
• Arab-Israel conflict 
• Various peace process and plans to resolve the Israel-Palestine conflict  



• Role of the Civil society movements and the NGOs: Peace Now and others 
• Islamists vs Secular: Egypt & Turkey 
• Iraq: Sectarian (Shia-Sunni), and ethnic dimension (Kurdish Issue)  
• Kurdish Question: Inter-state Dimension 

 
 
Unit III: Territorial Conflicts in West Asia 
 

• Cyprus Issue Between Turkey and Greece 
• Initiatives to resolve Cyprus Issue 
• Dispute over three islands between Iran and the UAE 
• Between Bahrain &Iran 
• Between Saudi Arabia and the UAE 
• Between Bahrain & Qatar 
• Between Saudi Arabia and Yemen 

 
 
Unit IV: Conflicts over Natural Resources 
 

• Between Kuwait and Iraq over oil 
• Among Israel and Jordan, Lebanon and the Palestinian territories over Jordan 

River 
• Between Turkey, Syria and Iraq Over Euphrates & Tigris rivers 
• Egypt, Ethiopia and Sudan over Nile River 

 
      
 
Unit V: Conflicts due to Nature of Govt. &  External Intervention   

 
• Question of popular legitimacy of the government 
• The Issue of democratization 
• Recent Uprising: Tunisia, Egypt, Bahrain, Syria, Yemen 
• Invasion of Iraq, Intervention in Libya 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Essential Readings: 
 
 

o Abu-Nimer, Mohammad, Dialogue, Conflict Resolution and Change: Arab 
Jewish Encounters in Israel (SUNY Press, 1999) 

o Azar, Edward E. & John W. Burton, eds., International Conflict 
Resolution: Theory and Practice (Boulder, Co: Rinner, 1986) 

o Burton, John, Resolving Deep-Rooted Conflict: A Handbook (Lanham, 
D:University Press of America, 1987) 

o Collier, John & Vaughan Lowe, The Settlement of International Disputes: 
Institutions and Procedures (Oxford University Press, 1999) 

o Crocker, Chester et al., Turbulent Peace: the Challenges of Managing 
International Conflicts (Washington D.C.: USIP, 2002)  

o Darby, John & Roger Mac Gint, Contemporary Peace Making: Conflict, 
Violence and Peace Processes (London: Macmillan, 2002)  

o Fromkin, David, A Peace to End all Peace: The Fall of the Ottoman Empire 
and the Creation of the Modern Middle East, Owl Books, Paperback 2001( 
New York: Avon Books, 1989) 

o Gaultung, Johan, Essays in Peace Research, Vol. 1-5 (Copenhagen: 
Christian Ejlers, 1975-1980) 

o Mamdani, Mahmood, Good Muslim, Bad Muslim- An African Perspective, 
Columbia University,Lockman, Zachary, Contending Visions of the Middle 
East: the History and Politics of Orientalism 

o Milton-Edwards, Beverley, & Hinchcliffe, Peter, Conflicts in the Middle 
East Since 1945, Routledge, 2008, 3rd edn. 

o Said, Edward,  The Orientalism 
o ---------------, Covering Islam, Vintage Books, New York, 1997     
o Sachar, Howard M.,  A History of Israel: From The Rise of Zionism to our 

Time, second edtion, Alfred A. Knopf, USA, 1996 (CWAS) 
o Gilmour, David. The Dispossessed: The Ordeals of the Palestinians 1917-80, 

London, Sidgwick & Jackson, 1980. 
o Yergin, Daniel, The Prize: the Epic Quest For Oil, Money and Power, New 

York, Simon and Schuster, 1990. 
 
 
 
 
Suggested Readings: 
 
(A)Books 
 

o Hourani, Albert, Khoury, Philip and Wilson, Mary C. (Eds.), The Modern 
Middle East. London, I.B. Tauris, 2004. (CWAS) 

o Lewis, Bernard, Shaping of the Modern Middle East, New York, Oxford 
University Press, 1994 

o --------------------,  Islam In History: Ideas, People, and Events in the Middle 
East, New Edition, Revised and Expanded, Open Court,  Chicago, 2001, 
(CWAS) 



o Mansfield, Peter, A History of the Middle East, Penguin, 2004, (edited and 
updated by Nicholas Pelham) 

o Al-Qasimi, Sultan Muhammad, The Myth of Arab Piracy in the Gulf. 
London,Routledge, 1986 

o Milton-Edwards, Beverley, Contemporary Politics in the Middle East, 2006, 
Polity Press, USA (CWAS) 

o Hamas, Gregory, with Todd M. Ferry, The Palestine-Israel Conflict: A 
Basic Introduction (CWAS) 

o Milton-Edwards, Beverley,  The Israel-Palestinian Conflict: A People’s 
War, Routledge, 2009 (CWAS)  

o Azmi, Rafiullah,Conflict in the Gulf: British Quest for Domination and 
Ottoman Response, Delhi, Academic Excellence, 2004.(CWAS) 

o Deutsch, Morton & Peter Coleman, eds. The Handbook of Conflict 
Resolution: Theory and Practice (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2000) 

o Diamond, Louise & John McDonald, Multi-Track Diplomacy: A Systems 
Approach to Peace (West Hartford: Connecticut: Kumarian Press, 1996, 3rd 
edition) 

o Esman, Milton J., An Introduction to Ethnic Conflict (London: Polity Press, 
2004) 

o Fisher, Simon et al., Working with Conflict: Skills and Strategies for Action 
(New York: Zed Books 2000) 

o Gerner, Deborah J. , ed., Understanding the Contemporary Middle East 
(London: Lynne printer Publishers, 2000) 

o Gulrez, M., Conflict Transformation in  West Asia, New Delhi, Uppal 
Publishing House, 2004 

o Houston, Christopher, Islam, Kurds and the Turkish Nation State (New 
York: OUP, 2001) 

o Jeong, Ho-Won, Peace and  Conflict Studies: An Introduction (Aldershot, 
UK: Ashgate Publishing, 2000) 

o Miall, Hug et al., Contemporary Conflict Resolution (Oxford: Polity press and 
Blackwell Publishing Ltd, 2005) 

o Mitlchell, C.R., The Structure of International Conflict (London: Macmillan, 
1981) 

o Mitchell, Christopher & Michael Banks, Handbook of Conflict Resolution 
(London: Pinter, 1996) 

o Parry, Danaan, Warriors of the Heart: A Handbook for Conflict Resolution 
(Bainbridge, WA: Earthstewards Network Publishing, 1997) 

o Ramussen, J. Lewis & Robert B. Oakley, Conflict Resolution in the Middle 
East: Simulating a Diplomatic Negotiation Between Israel and Syria 
(Washington, D.C.: United Institute for Peace, 1992) 

o Schellenberg, James A., Conflict Resolution: Theory, Research and Practice 
(Albany: State university of New York Press, 1996) 

o Stein, Kenneth W. & Samuel W. Lewis, Making Peace Among Arabs and 
Israelis: Lessons from fifty Years of Negotiating Experience (Washington, DC: 
United States Institute of Peace Press, 1991) 

o Thompson, W. Scott & Jensen, Kenneth M., eds., Approaches to Peace: An 
Intellectual Map (Washington D.C: USIP, 1991) 

o Vayrynen, Raimo, ed. New Direction in Conflict Theory (London: Sage, 
1991). 



o Zartman, I.W and Lewis J. Rasmussen, eds. Peacemaking in International 
Conflict: Methods and Techniques (Washington, D.C.USIPP, 1996) 

 
(B) Articles 
 

o Amery, Hussein A., “Water Wars in the Middle East: A Looming Threat”, the 
Geographical Journey, Vol. 168 (4), Dec. 2002, pp313-323 

o Azar, Edward E. et al, “Protracted Social Conflict: Theory and Practice in 
the Middle East”, Journal of Palestine Studies, Vol. 8 (1), Autumn 1978, pp 
41-60 

o Carment, David, “ The International Dimensions of Ethnic Conflict: 
Concepts, indicators, and Theory” Journal of Peace Research, vol. 30 (2), 
May 1993, pp. 137-150 

o Goldstein, Joshua S. et al. “Reciprocity, Triangularity, and Cooperation in 
the Middle East, 1979-97”, Journal of Conflict Resolution, vol. 45(5), Oct. 
2001, pp. 594-620 

o Leenders, Reinoud, Regional Conflict Formations: Is the Middle East Next?” 
Third World Quarterly, vol. 28 (5), 2007, pp. 959-982 

o Nachtwey, Jodi & Mark Tessler, “The Political Economy of Attitudes 
towards Peace among Palestinian and Israelis”, The Journal of Conflict 
Resolution, vol. 46, No.2, April 2002, pp. 260-285 

o Powell, Robert, “Bargaining theory and international Conflict”, Annual 
Review of Political Science, vol. 5, 2002, pp. 1-30 

o Sandler, Todd, “Economic Analysis of Conflict”, The Journal of Conflict 
Resolution, Vol. 44 (6), Dec. 2000, pp. 723-729 

o Schrodt, Philip A. & Deborah J. Gerner, “An Event Data Analysis of 
Third–Party Mediation in the Middle East and Balkans”, the Journal of 
Conflict Resolution, Vol. 48 (3), Jun., 2004, pp. 310-330 

o Sprecher, Christopher & Karl Derouen JR., “The Domestic Determinants 
of Foreign Policy Behaviour in Middle Eastern Enduring Rivals, 1948-1998”, 
Foreign Policy Analysis, vol. 1, 2005, 121-141 

o Soli, Mirjam E. et al., “Why is there so Much conflict in the Middle East?”, 
Journal of Conflict Resolution, vol. 49(1), Feb. 2005, pp. 141-165 

o Stover, William James, “A Dialogue of Faith: Reflections on the Middle East 
Conflict from Jewish, Muslim and Christian Perspectives”, Journal of Belief 
and Values, vol. 26 (1), 2005, pp. 65—75 

o Sylvan, Donald A., Andrea Grove & Jeffrey D. Martinson, “Problem 
Representation and Conflict Dynamics in the Middle East and Northern 
Ireland”, Foreign Policy Aanalyssi, Vol. 1, 2005, pp.279-299 

o Wilkenfeld, Jonathan, Virginia L. Lussier & Dale Tahtinen, “Conflict 
Interactions in the Middle East, 1949-1967”, The Journal of Conflict 
Resolution, Vol. 16 (2), Jun., 1972, pp.135-154   

 
 
 



 
 

 
Course Syllabi for M.Phil Programme  

Centre for West Asian Studies  
Jamia Millia Islamia  

 
 

 Course Title                                       Modern History of West Asia 
                   Course No.                                         MP 1.7  
                   Course Teacher                                 Rafiullah Azmi 
                   Semester                                             Ist 
                   Course Duration                                One Semester 
                   Instruction Method                           Lectures & Tutorials 
                                         
Course Description & Objective: The West Asia had always been and continues to be 
an area of vital importance from geo-strategic, political, religious, and cultural 
perspectives. The discovery of the oil in the Ist decade of the 20th century further  
enhanced its significance. West Asia, which is also known as the cradle of many 
civilizations in the past, is being dominantly imagined through many negative features. 
This course treats the emergence of the modern West Asia roughly from the late  18th 
century to the 1979 Islamic Revolution of Iran. It deals with the encounter of the West 
Asia with the growing and expansionist Europe, its consequences upon the region and 
attempts to cope with that challenges culminating in the Islamic Revolution of Iran in 
1979. The approach of the course is not chronological or political history, rather it would 
be thematic. Thus the course aims to familiarise the students with major ideologies and 
forces which had played important role in the evolution and shaping of history of the 
West Asia. In this respect, role of the faiths, encounter with the West, emergence of the 
nationalism, Zionism, creation of Israel and petroleum factors are the most notable. 
 
 
Evaluation Method and Grading:  Total 100 Marks: Term Paper 10 marks, Term 
Paper  Presentation 5 marks, Book Review 5 marks & Class Participation 5 marks  
 

 
Unit I: Terms, Concepts & Approaches to History    
 Terms: Middle East, Near  East, West Asia 
  Concepts: Orientalism & Construction of Identity 
 Approaches to History 

 
 
Unit II: Encounter with Europe  
 Rise and Decline of the Ottoman Empire 
 Napoleon Invasion of Egypt (1798) and Its Impact 
 Emergence of Mohd. Ali Pahsa & his reforms 



 Rivalry Among European Powers for Spheres of Influence  
 Growing Presence of the British on the Gulf’s coast 
 British Involvement in Hejaz  
 Emergence of  the British as the Dominant Power 

 
 
Unit III: West Asia and the World War I 
 
 
 Ottoman-German Alliance Alliance (1914)  
 Revolt by Sharief Husain of Mecca against the Ottomans 
 Balfour Declaration & Sykes-Picot Agreement 
 Disintegration of the Ottoman Empire 
 Post World War I Settlements: Treaties  
 British & French Mandates  
 Creation of New Nation-States 
 Independent Struggles 

  
Unit IV: Emergence of Ideologies  

 Nationalism: Arab, Iranian and Turkish  
 Pan-Islamism: Afghani to Khomeini  
 Evolution of Zionism 
 Bathism/Socialism 
 Wahabism/ Salafism 

 
Unit V: Disputes, Conflicts and Wars 
 

 Territorial Disputes  
 Arab-Israel Disputes & Wars 
 Iran-Iraq War 
 Ethnic Conflict 
 Sectarian Conflict 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
Essential Readings: 
 
 
(A) Encyclopedias 
 
 Middle East & North Africa, Europa Publication (CWAS) 

 
 Philip,  Mattar,  Encyclopedia of the Modern M.E. & N. Africa, 4 volume,  Second 

edition, USA: Thomson, 2004(CWAS) 
 
(B) Books 
 

o Fromkin, David, A Peace to End all Peace: The Fall of the Ottoman Empire and the 
Creation of the Modern Middle East, Owl Books, Paperback 2001( New York: Avon 
Books, 1989) 

o Mamdani, Mahmood, Good Muslim, Bad Muslim- An African Perspective, Columbia 
University, 

o Lockman, Zachary, Contending Visions of the Middle East: the History and Politics of 
Orientalism 

o  
o Kirk, George E, A Short History of the Middle East: From the Rise of Islam to Modern 

Times, New York: Methuen,  1955. 
o Lapidus, Ira M., A History of Islamic Societies, Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 1988, Second Print 1999, (for a general survey of the M.E./Islamic World)  
o Catherwood, Christopher, A Brief History of the Middle East, Robinson, London, 2006 
o Pappe, Ilan, The Modern Middle East, Abingdon, Routledge, 20005, (CWAS) 
o Milton-Edwards, Beverley, Contemporary Politics in the Middle East, 2006, Polity 

Press, USA (CWAS) 
o Milton-Edwards, Beverley, & Hinchcliffe, Peter, Conflicts in the Middle East Since 

1945, Routledge, 2008, 3rd edn. 
o Hourani, A.H, The Emergence of the Modern Middle East, London, Macmillan, 1981. 
o ----------A History of the Arab Peoples. London, Faber and Faber, 1991.  
o Hourani, Albert, Khoury, Philip and Wilson, Mary C. (Eds.), The Modern Middle 

East. London, I.B. Tauris, 2004. (CWAS) 
o Lewis, Bernard, Shaping of the Modern Middle East, New York, Oxford University 

Press, 1994 
o --------------------,  Islam In History: Ideas, People, and Events in the Middle East, New 

Edition, Revised and Expanded, Open Court,  Chicago, 2001, (CWAS) 
o ------------------, the Middle East: 2000 Years of History from the Rise of Christianity to 

the Present Day, Weidenfeld & Nicholson, 1996 
o Mansfield, Peter, A History of the Middle East, Penguin, 2004, (edited and updated by 

Nicholas Pelham)  
o ---------------------, History of the Arabs 
o Yapp, M. E. The Near East since the First World War, London, Longman 1991. 



o Al-Qasimi, Sultan Muhammad, The Myth of Arab Piracy in the Gulf. 
London,Routledge, 1986 

o Azmi, Rafiullah,Conflict in the Gulf: British Quest for Domination and Ottoman 
Response, Delhi, Academic Excellence, 2004.(CWAS) 

o Carr, E. H.,  What is History? JMI Lib 
o Said, Edward,  The Orientalism 
o ---------------, Covering Islam, Vintage Books, New York, 1997 

 
 
 
      Suggested Readings: 
 

o Choueiri, Youssef M, Companion to the History of the Middle East, Blackwell 
Publishing,  2005 (CWAS) 

o ----------------------------, Modern Arab Historiography: Historical Discourse and the 
Nation-State, London, Routledge Curzon, 2002 

o Gallagher, Nancy Elizabeth (Ed.), Approaches to the History of the Middle East, 
Interviews with Leading Middle East Historians. Reading, Garnet, 1995 

o Cannadine, D. What is History Now? JMI Lib. 
o John, Tosh, Why History Matters? 
o Said, Edward, the Politics of Dispossession, the Struggle for Palestinian Self-

Determination 
o ----------------, Culture and Imperialism 
o Said, Edward & Hitchens, Christopher (ed), Blaming the Victims: Spurious 

Scholarship and the Palestinian Question, Verso, London, 1988 (IDSA) 
o Roy, Olivier, The Politics of the Chaos in the Middle East, Hurst & Company, London, 

2007 
o Macfie,A. L.,    Orientalism, Longman,  London, 20002, (CWAS) 
o Ibn Warraq, Defending the West: A Critique of Edward Said’s Orientalism, Prometheus 

Books, 2007 
o Quataert, Donald, The Ottoman Empire, 1700-1922,  Cambridge University Press, New 

Approaches to European History, Second Edition 2005, (CWAS)  
o Imber, Colin, The Ottoman Empire, 1300-1650, the Structure of Power, New York: 

Palgrave, 2002 , Read Full Book, (CWAS)  
o Akmese, Handan Nezir,  The Birth of the Modern Turkey: The Ottoman Military and the 

March to World War I, I.B. Tauris, London, ( full Book for The O.E.) (CWAS) 
o Kedouri, E . England and the Middle East: the Destruction of the Ottoman Empire, 

1914-1921. London, The Harvester Press, 1996 , see Chapter I : the Bases of English 
policy in the Middle East, 1830-1914  

o Yurdusev, A. Nuri, Ottoman Diplomacy: Conventional or Unconventional, Palgrave, 
New York, 2004, (CWAS)   

o Palmer, Alan, The Decline and Fall of the Ottoman Empire, London, John Murray, 
1992. 

o Zurcher, Erik J., Turkey: A Modern History, I.B. Tauris, London, 2005, Read 
Introduction & Part I-II for the O.E (CWAS)  



o Mikhin, V.,   Western Expansion in the Persian Gulf, NewDelhi: Allied Publishers Pvt. 
Ltd. 1988  

o al-Naqeeb, Khaldoun Hasan, Society and State in the Gulf and Arabian Peninsula: A 
Different Perspective, London: Routledge, 1990  

o Fitzsimons, M.A. Empire by Treaty: Britain in the Middle East in the 20th Century, 
University of North Dane Press, Indiana, 1964  

o Levey, Zach,  and Podeh, Elie,  (ed.) Britain and the Middle East: from Imperial Power 
to Junior Partner, Sussex Academic Press, 2008, (CWAS) 

o Antonius, George, The Arab Awakening: The Story of the Arab National Movement, 
London:Hamish Hamilton,1955 

o Dawisha, Adeed,  Arab Nationalism in the Twentieth Century: from Triumph to Despair, 
Princeton& Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2003( CWAS) 

o Zeine, Z.N, The Struggle for Arab Independence, Beirut, 1960. 
o ----------. Arab –Turkish Relations and the Emergence of Arab Nationalism, Beirut.1958  
o Hamas, Gregory, with Todd M. Ferry, The Palestine-Israel Coflict: A Basic 

Introduction (CWAS) 
o Milton-Edwards, Beverley,  The Israel-Palestinian Conflict: A People’s War, 

Routledge, 2009 (CWAS)  
o Sachar, Howard M.,  A History of Israel: From The Rise of Zionism to our Time, second 

edtion, Alfred A. Knopf, USA, 1996 (CWAS) 
o Gilmour, David. The Dispossessed: The Ordeals of the Palestinians 1917-80, London, 

Sidgwick & Jackson, 1980. 
o Hirst, David, the Gun and the Olive Branch: The Roots of Violence in the Middle East, 

London: Faber and Faber, 1984 (See for Theodore Herzl’s policy of uprooting 
Palestinians) 

o Wm. Roger, Louis, End of British Imperialism: The Scramble for Empire, Suez and 
Decolonization, (Collected Essays), London: I.B. Tauris, 2006 

o Yergin, Daniel, The Prize: the Epic Quest For Oil, Money and Power, New York, Simon 
and Schuster, 1990. 

o Paul, Roberts, the End of Oil: Decline of the Petroleum Economy & the Rise of a New 
Energy Order, ( CWAS) 

o Cattan, J., Evolution of Oil Concessions in the Middle East and North Africa, New 
York, Oceana, Dobbs Ferry, 1967. 

o Clawson, Patrick L. (ed), Energy and the National Security in the 21st Century, 
o Kent, Marian, Oil and Empire: British Policy and Mesopotamian Oil, 1900-1920. 

London, Macmillan, 1976 
o Hiro, Dilip, Blood of Earth-the Battle for the World Vanishing Oil Resources, Penguin, 

New Delhi,  
o Abir, Mordechai, Oil, Power and Politics: Conflict in the Arabia, The Red Sea and the 

Gulf, London, Frank Cass, 1974. 
o Rutledge, Ian, Addicted to Oil: America’s Relentless Drive For Energy Security, IB 

Tauris 2006 
o Venn, Fiona,  the Oil Crisis, New Deal and Oil Diplomacy in the 20th Century,  
o ---------------, the Anglo-American Oil War: International Politics and the Struggle for 

Foreign Petroleum, 1912-1945, IB Tauris, March 2008,  



o Pappe, Ilan, --------------, The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine, Oxford: One World 
Publications,  

o ----------     , A History of Modern Palestine: One Land , Two Peoples, Cambridge 
University Press, Distributed by Foundation Books,  

o -----------(ed), the Israel/Palestine Question: A Reader, Routledge 2008, 2nd edn., 
o Ilan,  Pappe, & Moshe, Maoz: A History from Within  
o Hitti, P.K., History of the Arabs, Palgrave/Macmillan, 10th edition 2002 
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Course Syllabi for M.Phil Programme 
Centre for West Asian Studies 

Jamia Millia Islamia 
 

 
Course Title             :  Politics and Foreign Policy of Turkey 
Course No  :  MP 
Course Teacher :  Rafiullah Azmi 
Semester  : IInd  
Course Duration :  One Semester  
Instruction Method :  Lectures and Tutorials 

 
Course Description & Objective: Turkey is one of the important country of the West 
Asia and its location at the crossroad of Asia and Europe adds to its significance. 
Momentous transformation of Turkey in the contemporary period has made it one of the  
important power in the West Asian region. The course would delineate the causes of  
political transformation of  Turkey from an authoritarian political dispensation under 
single party rule (Republican People Party) to the experiment of multiparty democracy, 
era of coalition politics and finally to the formation of a government by a pro-Islamic 
party-the AKP. However, the most notable change in the domestic politics is that it has 
become more plural and accommodative of the diverse perspective. Islam which was 
considered anathema in the Turkish politics has become an integral part of it. Thus this 
course intends to make students familiar with the changing dynamics of politics in 
Turkey since its emergence as a modern nation-state, which has close bearing upon her 
foreign policy as well. The course has been designed with the underlying assumption that 
foreign policy of any country is the extension of the domestic politics.  
 
Evaluation Method and Grading:  Total 100 Marks: Term Paper 10 marks, Term 
Paper  Presentation 5 marks, Book Review 5 marks & Class Participation 5 marks  

 
 
 
 
Unit I: From Empire to The Nation-State 
 

• Rise of the Ottoman Empire 
• Encounter with the Europe  
• Tanzimat and 1876 Constitution 
• Emergence of Abdul Hamid II 
• The Young Turks 
• Turkish War of Independence 
• End of the Ottoman Empire 
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Unit II:  Turkish Republic towards Modernization: 
 

• Emergence of Modern Turkey 
• Ataturk’s Vision of Modern Turkey 
• Ataturk’s Secularisation and Modernisation Drive 
• One Party Rule  
• Ataturks’s Reforms and Consequences 
• Turkish Nationalism- Homogenisation Framework 
• Foreign policy during Ataturk 

 
 
Unit III: Turkish Experiments with Democracy: 
 

• From Single Party to Multiparty 
• Coalition Governments and Political Instability 
• Trends towards Islamic Revivalism 
• Military as Watchdog of Secularism: Coups (1960, 71, 80) 
• Turgut Ozal and Emerging Political and Economic Trends 

 
 
Unit IV: Islamists in Turkish Politics:  
 

• Roots of Islamic Revivalism 
• Erbakan’s &  Ist. Islamist-led Coalition Government 
• Coup by Military Memorandum(1997)   
• Formation of the AKP Government 
• Constitutional Amendments 
• Marginalisation of Turkish Armed Forces  
• Transformation of Turkey 

 
 
Unit V: Turkey and the World: 
 

• Geo-Political Environment 
• Turkey & NATO 
• Turkey-US Relationship 
• Turkey- Israel Relationship 
• Turkish & the EU 
• Turkey & the Arab world 
• Turkey – Central Asia & Iran 
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Essential Readings: 
 

o Fromkin, David, A Peace to End all Peace: The Fall of the Ottoman Empire and 
the Creation of the Modern Middle East. Owl Books, Paperback 2001 

o Zurcher, Erik J., Turkey: A Modern History, I.B. Tauris, London, 2005, Read    
Introduction & Part I-II for the O.E (CWAS)  

o Karpat, Kemal, Turkey’s Politics, The Transition to a Multi-Party System. 
Princeton, N.J, 1959. 

o Kedourie, Elie, England and the Middle East: The Destruction of the Ottoman 
Empire, 1914-1921. London, The Harvester Press, 1996 , see Chapter I : the 
Bases of English policy in the Middle East, 1830-1914  

o Lewis, Bernard, The Emergence of Modern Turkey. London and New York, 
Oxford University Press, 1970. 

o Quataert, Donald, The Ottoman Empire, 1700-1922. Cambridge, Cambridge 
University Press, 2000  

o Palmer, Alan, The Decline and Fall of the Ottoman Empire, London, John 
Murray, 1992. 

 
 
 
Suggested Readings: 
 

o Ahmad, Feroz, The Young Turks. Oxford University Press, 1969. 
o ----------- The Turkish Experiment in Democracy 1950-75. London, Hurst, Royal 

Institute of International Affairs, 1977. 
o Akcapar, Burak, Turkey’s New European Era: Foreign Policy on the Road to 

EU Membership. Lanham, MD, Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2006. 
o Aksin, Sina, Turkey from Empire to Revolutionary Republic: The Emergence of 

the Turkish Nation from 1789 to the Present. New York, NY, New York 
University Press, 2006. 

o Altunisik, Meliha Benli, and Kavli, Ozlem Tur, Turkey: Themes and challenges 
(Contemporary Middle East Studies). London, Routledge, 2004. 

o Aydn, M. and  Erhan, C. (eds.), Turkish- American Relations: Past, Present and 
Future. London, Frank Cass, 2003. 

o Barkley, Henri J. (Ed.), Reluctant Neighbour: Turkey’s Role in the Middle East. 
US Institute of Peace Press, 1997. 

o Bozdaglioglu, Y., Turkish Foreign Policy and Turkish Identity: A Constructivist 
Approach (International Relations Series). London, Routledge, 2003. 

o Carkoglu, A. and Rubin, B.M. (Eds), Turkey and the European Union: 
Domestic Politics, European Integration, and International Dynamics. London, 
Frank Cass, 2003. 

o Cornell, Erik, Turkey in the 21st century: Opportunities, Challenges, Threats, 
London, Routledge Curzon, 2000. 
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o Geykdagi, Mehmet Yasar, Political Parties in Turkey: the Role Of Islam. New 
York, Praeger, 1986 

o Howe, Marvine, Turkey Today: A Nation Divided over Islam’s Revival. Boulder, 
CO, Westview Press, 2000. 

o Jenkins, Gareth, Context and Circumstances: The Turkish Military and Politics, 
Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2001 

o ------------ Political Islam in Turkey. New York, Palgrave Macmillan, 2006  
o Joseph, Joseph S., Turkey and the European Union. New York, Palgrave 

Macmillan, 2006. 
o Kalyan, M., The Kemalists: Islamic Revival And The Fate of Secular Turkey. 

New York, Prometheus Books, 2005. 
o Kamer, Heinz, A Changing Turkey: Challenges to Europe and the US. 

Washigton, DC, Brookings Institution Press, 2000. 
o Liel, Alon, Turkey in the Middle East: Oil, Islam and Politics. Boulder, CO, 

Lynne Reiner, 2001.  
o Nachmani, A., Turkey: Facing a New Millennium: Coping with Intertwined 

Conflicts.  Manchester, Manchester University Press, 2003. 
o Robins, Phillip, Turkish Foreign Policy since the Cold War. London, C. Hurst, 

2002. 
o Taspinar, Omar, Kurdish Nationalism and Political Islam in Turkey: Kemalist 

Identity in Transition (Middle East Studies-History, Politics and Law). London, 
Routledge, 2004. 

o Ugur, Mehmet, and Canefe, Nergis, Turkey and European Integration:        
Accession Prospects and Issues (Europe and Nation State). London, Routledge, 
2004. 

o Yavuz, M. H., Islamic Political Identity in Turkey (Religion and Global Politics). 
Oxford University Press, 2003. 

o Yildiz, K., The Kurds in Turkey: EU Accession and Human Rights. London, Pluto 
Press, 2005. 

o Yilmaz, Bahri, Challenges to Turkey: The New Role of Turkey in International 
Politics since the Dissolution of the Soviet Union. New York, NY, St Martin’s 
press, 2006. 

o Imber, Colin, The Ottoman Empire, 1300-1650, the Structure of Power, New     
York: Palgrave, 2002 , Read Full Book, (CWAS)  

o Akmese, Handan Nezir,  The Birth of the Modern Turkey: The Ottoman Military 
and the March to World War I, I.B. Tauris, London, ( full Book for The O.E.) 
(CWAS) 

o Kedouri, E., England and the Middle East: the Destruction of the Ottoman 
Empire, 1914-1921 

o Yurdusev, A. Nuri, Ottoman Diplomacy: Conventional or Unconventional, 
Palgrave, New York, 2004, (CWAS)   

 



Centre for West Asian Studies 
Jamia Millia Islamia 

 
Course for M.Phil Programme 

 
            Course Title             :  US and the Gulf Region 

Course No  :  MP 2.9 
Course Teacher :  Rafiullah Azmi 
Semester                     :           2nd Semester 
Course Duration : One Semester  
Marks   :  100 
Evaluation Method  :  Mid Semester Exam, Term paper & 

Presentation, and End Semester Exam   
 

 
Historically speaking, the Gulf region had the distinction of being cradle of 
civilization as various civilizations flourished at various times in the history of 
mankind. In modern and contemporary era, the Gulf region continues to be an area of 
tremendous strategic, political, economic and cultural importance not only to us but 
for the whole world. However, it owes extraordinary significance for the US to 
maintain its supremacy  due to its being the repository of energy resources & strategic 
location. Traditionally, the US followed the policy of maintaining the political status 
quo in the region which became synonymous with the maintenance of the Gulf 
security. However, in the post 9/11 era the US has abandoned its traditional policy of 
maintaining stability under the influence of  Neo- conservatives who forcefully argue 
for the use of the military force to change the regime and even for destablisation. In 
this course, we will highlight significance of the Gulf for the US, its policies to 
safeguard its interests and its consequences. 
 
Introduction 
 

• Physical Features, Geographical Terms and Concepts: Shatt al-Arab, Strait of 
Hormuz, etc. 

• Natural Resources, Demographic Composition and Trends 
• Politics of Naming: Persian Gulf VS Arabian Gulf  

 
 
Significance of the Gulf for the US 
 

• Economic Significance of the Gulf for the US 
• Role of the Oil  
• Strategic significance of the Gulf for the US   

 
US Policy towards the Gulf in the Cold War Era  
 
An Overview of Evolution US Foreign Policy 



 
A. Beginning of the US Involvement in the Gulf 
 

• President Roosvelt and King Abdul Aziz Meeting (1945) 
• The Eisenhower Doctrine  
• The Carter Doctrine  

 
 
B. Emergence of the US as the ‘Guardian’ of the Gulf Security  
  

• Seeds of the Conflict and Instability from the British Legacy 
• Twin Pillar Security Structure- Pivotal Role of Iran and Saudi Arabia 
• Iranian Islamic Revolution and its Ramifications  
• The Gulf War I- (Iran-Iraq War)  
• Emergence of Bahrain as the US Military Base- 5th Fleet –CENTCOM 

 
The US Policy towards the Gulf in the Post- Cold War Era  
 

• The Gulf War II (Occupation of Kuwait and Its Liberation) 
• Dual Containment Policy of the US 
• Emergence of Saudi Arabia as the US military Base 

 
The US policy towards the  Gulf in the Post 9/11 Era 
  

• The Neo-cons Agenda and Design for the Region 
• The Bush Doctrine  
• The War Against Terror 
• The US Invasion of Iraq and its Implications 
• Emergence of Qatar as the US Military Base 
• Towards Pax-Americana? 
• Escalation of Confrontation Between Iran and the US 
• Challenges from Other Powers- Russia and China 
• Growing Indo-Us Strategic Ties and Implications for India and the Gulf  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suggested Readings: 
 



1. Abir, Mordechai. Oil, Power and Politics: Conflict in the Arabia, The Red Sea 
and the Gulf, London, Frank Cass, 1974. 

2. Al-Qasimi, Sultan Muhammad. The Myth of Arab Piracy in the Gulf. London, 
Routledge, 1986. 

3. Ambrose, Stephen E., The Rise to Globalism: American foreign Policy, 1938-
1980, New York: Penguin books, 1980  

4. Azmi, Rafiullah, Conflict in the Gulf: British Quest for Domination and the 
Ottoman Response, Delhi: Academic Excellence, 2004  

5. Bahgat, Gawdat, American Diplomacy in the Persian Gulf and the Caspian Sea, 
University Press of Florida, 2003 

6. Boyle, Francis A., Destroying World Order: US Imperialism in the Middle East 
Before & After September 9/1, Clarity Press, INC   

7. Brown, L Carl (ed.), Diplomacy in the Middle East: The International relations of 
Regional and outside Powers, I.B. Tauris, 2006.  
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Course Title               :  US and Major Powers in West Asia       
Course No  :  MP 
Course Teacher :  Rafiullah Azmi 
Semester  : IInd  
Course Duration : One Semester  
Instruction Method :  Lectures, and Tutorials 

 
Course Description & Objective: Historically speaking, the West Asian region had the 
distinction of being cradle of civilization as many civilizations flourished at various times 
in the history of mankind. In modern and contemporary era, the West Asian region 
continues to be an area of tremendous strategic, political, economic and cultural 
importance not only to us but for the whole world. However, it owes extraordinary 
significance for the US and other major and emerging powers like China and India due to 
its being the repository of energy resources & strategic location. Thus this region has 
been the battle ground for the interests of the major foreign powers for the last two 
hundred years. This course  would deal with the interests, policies and politics of the 
major external powers, mainly the US,  towards the region since the cold war era. The 
course has been designed to equip the students with the nuances and dynamics of the 
power politics of the major powers with the main focus on the US policy towards the 
region since the beginning of the cold war.  
 
 
Evaluation Method and Grading:  Total 100 Marks: Term Paper 10 marks, Term 
Paper  Presentation 5 marks, Book Review 5 marks & Class Participation 5 marks  
 
 
 
Unit I: West Asia in the International Politics (1945-1969) 
                     

• President Roosevelt and King Abdul Aziz Meeting (1945) 
• US & Containment of the USSR expansion in the region 
• US Alliance with Saudi Arabia, Iran, etc. 
• Soviet Ties with  States of Egypt, Syria, Iraq 
• Truman Doctrine & Eisenhower Doctrines 
• Mosaddiq’s Nationalisation of oil &  his overthrow  
• Suez Crisis 
• US Response to the Creation of Israel 
• Evolution of Special Relationship Between the US & Israel since 1967 
• US and Pan-Arabism (Nasser) 
• US  & Arab Cold War Politics  



 
Unit II: Emergence of the US as the Dominant Power in the West Asia  
  

• End of the British Paramountacy 
• Emergence of the US as the Guarantor of the Gulf Security 
• Twin Pillar Security Structure- Pivotal Role of Iran and Saudi Arabia 
• Iranian Islamic Revolution and its Ramifications  
• The Gulf War I( Iran-Iraq War I)  
• Emergence of Bahrain as the US Military Base- 5th Fleet –CENTCOM 
• US & Defeat of the Arabs in 1973 Arab-Israel War 
• 1973 Oil Crisis 
• Camp David Agreement under the Auspices of the US & Its Ramifications 

 
Unit III: The US Policy towards the Gulf in the Post-Cold War Era  
 

• Disintegration of the USSR  
• Emergence of the Unipolar World 
• The Gulf War II (US led Coalition War against Iraq) 
• “Threat” from Iran and Iraq 
• Dual Containment Policy of the US 
• Palestine Question and Major Powers (Quaterat)  

 
Unit IV: The US policy towards the Gulf in the Post 9/11 Era 
  

• The Neo-cons Agenda and Design for the Region 
• The Bush Doctrine  
• The War Against Terror 
• The US Invasion of Iraq and its Implications 
• Escalation of Confrontation Between Iran and the US 

 
Unit VI: Emergence of the Multi-Polar World and West Asia 
 

• Barack Obama and the West Asia 
• Revival of Russia  
• EU and West Asia 
• Growing Influence of  China 
• Emergence of India   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Readings: 
 

o Fromkin, David, A Peace to End all Peace: The Fall of the Ottoman Empire and 
the Creation of the Modern Middle East. Owl Books, Paperback 2001 

o John J. Mearesheiner and Stephen M. Watt, Israel Lobby and US Foreign 
Policy, London: Allen Lane, 2007  

o Eddie J. Girdner, USA and the New Middle East, New Delhi: Gyan Publishing 
House, 2008  

o Fromkin, David, A Peace to End all Peace: The Fall of the Ottoman Empire and 
the Creation of the Modern Middle East, Owl Books, Paperback 2001( New 
York: Avon Books, 1989) 

o Mamdani, Mahmood, Good Muslim, Bad Muslim- An African Perspective, 
Columbia University 

o Lockman, Zachary, Contending Visions of the Middle East: the History and 
Politics of Orientalism 

o Pappe, Ilan, The Modern Middle East, Abingdon, Routledge, 20005, (CWAS) 
o Milton-Edwards, Beverley, Contemporary Politics in the Middle East, 2006, 

Polity Press, USA (CWAS) 
o Milton-Edwards, Beverley, & Hinchcliffe, Peter, Conflicts in the Middle East 

Since 1945, Routledge, 2008, 3rd edn. 
o Mansfield, Peter, A History of the Middle East, Penguin, 2004, (edited and 

updated by Nicholas Pelham)  
 
Suggested Readings: 
 
For General &Historical Perspective 
 

o Hourani, Albert, Khoury, Philip and Wilson, Mary C. (Eds.), The Modern 
Middle East. London, I.B. Tauris, 2004. 

o Pappe, Ilan, The Modern Middle East, Abingdon, Routledge, 20005 
o Olivier Roy, the Politics of Chaos in the Middle East, 2007  

 
Major Powers and the Gulf 
 

o Fromkin, David, A Peace to End all Peace: The Fall of the Ottoman Empire and 
the Creation of the Modern Middle East. Owl Books, Paperback 2001 

o L. Carl Brown (ed.), Diplomacy in the Middle East: the International Relations 
of Regional and Outside Powers, London: I.B. Tauris, 2004  

o International Interests in the Gulf Region, Abudhabi: ECSSR, 2004  
o Gilles Kepel, the War for Muslim Minds: Islam  and the West, New Delhi: Viva 

Books, 2008  
 
 
 
 



Gulf/Middle East in the World Affairs  
 

o Tareq Y. Ismael, the International Relations of the Middle East in the 21 st. 
Century: Patterns of Continuity and Change, Aldershot: Ashgate, 2000  

o Louise Fawcett, International Relations of the Middle East, New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2005  

o David E. Long and Christian Koch, Gulf Security in the Twenty-First Century, 
Abudhabi: ECSSR, 1997  

o Zahlan, R.S, The Making of the Modern Gulf States. Reading, Ithaca Press, 
Revised Edition, 1999. 

o Al-Qasimi, Sultan Muhammad, The Myth of Arab Piracy in the Gulf, London, 
Routledge, 1986. 

o Azmi, Rafiullah, Conflict in the Gulf: British Quest for Domination and the 
Ottoman Response, Delhi: Academic Excellence, 2004  

o The Gulf : Challenges of the Future, Abu Dhahbi: ECSSR, 2005  
o Gulf Yearbook, 2004, Gulf Research Centre, 2005 

Middle East & North Africa, Europa Publication , 2007 
o Lenczowski, George, The Middle East in World Affairs. Ithaca, New York, 

Cornell University Press, 4th Edn. 1980. 
 
For General Perspective on US Foreign Policy 
 

o Michael Cox & Doug Stokes, US Foreign Policy, Oxford University Press, 2008  
o David Ryan, US Foreign Policy in World History, London & New York: 

Routledge, 2000 
o Eugene R. Wittkopf, Charles W. Wegley, JR. & James M. Scott, American 

Foreign Policy: Pattern Process, 6th Edition, USA: Thomson, 2003  
o Ernest J. Wilson III, Diversity and US Foreign Policy: A Reader, New York: 

Routledge, 2004  
o Pauline Eadie and Lloyd Pettiford, Foreign Policies of the Major Powers: 

Politics and Diplomacy Since World War II, Vol. I United States of America, 
London: I.B Tauris, 2007  

o Ahmad S. Mousalli, US Foreign Policy and Islamist Politics, University Press of 
Florida, 2008  

 
US and the Middle East 
 

o John J. Mearesheiner and Stephen M. Watt, Israel Lobby and US Foreign 
Policy, London: Allen Lane, 2007  

o Abbas Amanat and Magnus T. Bernhardsson (ed.), US-Middle East Historical 
Encounter: A Critical Survey, University Press of Florida, 2007  

o David W. Lesch (ed.), the Middle East and the United States: A Historical and 
Political Reassessment, Boulder: Westview Press, 1999  

o Eddie J. Girdner, USA and the New Middle East, New Delhi: Gyan Publishing 
House, 2008  

 



US and the Persian Gulf 
 

o Robert J. Pauly, JR, US Foreign Policy and the Persian Gulf: Safeguarding 
American Interests through Selective Multilateralism, Burlington: Ashgate 
Publishing Co., 2005   

o Steven Wright, the United States and the Persian Gulf Security: the Foundations 
of the War on Terror, Berkshire: Ithaca Press, 2007  

o  
 
US, Oil and the Persian Gulf 
 

o Abir, Mordechai, Oil, Power and Politics: Conflict in the Arabia, The Red Sea 
and the Gulf, London, Frank Cass, 1974. 

o Bahgat, Gawdat, American Diplomacy in the Persian Gulf and the Caspian Sea, 
University Press of Florida, 2003 

o Isaak, David T, and 
Fesharaki, F, OPEC, The Gulf and the World Petroleum Market, London, Croom 
Helm, 1983. 

o Karlsson, Svante, Oil and the World Order: American Foreign  Oil Policy 
(1986) 

o Kent, Marian, Oil and Empire: British Policy and Mesopotamian Oil, 1900-
1920. London, Macmillan, 1976 

o Yergin, Daniel, The Prize: the Epic Quest For Oil, Money and Power. New 
York, Simon and Schuster, 1990. 

o Yetiv, Steven, Crude Awakenings: Global Oil Security and American Foreign 
Policy (2004) 

 
Arab States in the West Asian Affairs 
 

o Rubin, Barry M, The Arab States and the Palestine Conflict. New York, 
Syracuse University Press, 1991. 

 
Regional Powers and the Gulf 
  

o Ramazani, Rouhollah K,. The Persian Gulf: Iran’s Role. Charlottesville, VA, 
University Press of Virgina, 1972 

o Haj, Samira, The Making of Iraq1900-1963: Capital, Power, Ideology. New 
York, State University of New York Press, 1997 
Mark, Phoebe, The History of Modern Iraq. London, Longman, 1983 

o Polk, William R, Understanding Iraq: The Whole Sweep of Iraqi History from 
Genghis Khan’s Mongols to the Ottoman Turks to the British Mandate to the 
American Occupation. Ney York, Haper-Collins, 2005  

o Keddie, Nikki R, Iran, Religion, Politics and Society. London, Frank Cass, 1980 
o Kinzer, Stephen, All the Shah’s Men: An American Coup and the Roots of 

Middle Eastern Terror. John Wiley and Sons, Inc, 2004. 
 



Centre for West Asian Studies 
Jamia Millia Islamia 

M. Phil. Course 
Research Methodology 

Dr. Anisur Rahman 
Introduction 
This course seeks to offer student to the different methods of analysis in Social Sciences, 
especially Area Studies and International relations and highlighting their limitations, 
possibilities, and usefulness. The course also seeks to give students some training in the 
application of these methods. It provides a broad overview of processes involved in conducting 
research, such as selecting a problem/topic for research, reviewing, the literature; constructing 
hypothesis; conceptualizing a research design; methods of data collection; use of internet 
sources, etc. the techniques of writing a report/ thesis/ dissertation, referencing, preparing a 
bibliography and webliography will be discussed . 

Unit-I 
Nature of Social Research: Kinds of Social Research; Basic and Applied, Theoretical Paradigm; 
Positivist – Scientific Empirical Paradigm; Ethnographic, Phenomenology, Ethno methodology, 
Symbolic Interactionism, Historiography. 

Unit-II 
Developing the Research Plan: Identifying and Defining the Problem; Reviewing of Literature: 
Types of Documentary Sources, Formulation of Objectives; Formulating Hypothesis and 
Research Questions, Conceptualism a Research Design, Methods of Data Collection and 
Analysis. 

Unit-III 
Methodology in Social Sciences: The Philosophical Method; The Historical Methods, The 
Comparative Methods; The Observation Methods; The Quasi Experimental and Post Facto 
Method; The Method of Analogy; Cartographic Methods; Statistical or Quantitative Method; 
Survey Methods; Sampling Methods; Content Analysis; Discourse Analysis. 

Unit-IV 
Tools and Techniques of Social Research: (a) Sample and Sampling Design: Population and 
Universe, Representative Sample, Type of Sampling Design: Probability and Non-Probability, 
Sampling Bias and Sampling Error, (b) Tools of Research (i) Observation Techniques, 
Participant and Non-participants Observation Schedule (ii) Information Gathering Devices: 
Questionnaire and Schedule. (c) Content and Document Analysis: (d) Analysis and Interpretation 
of Data: Homothetic and Ideographic Techniques. 

Unit-V 
The Writing Technique/Art: Writing a Research report/thesis/seminar paper/article. The first, 
Second & Third drafts/redrafts; Design of Tables and Maps; Referencing /Documenting 
Research Report; Techniques of Good Writing; Editing, Preparing Bibliography/ Webliography. 
The Use of Standard Research Manuals, like The Chicago Manual; SIS Research Manual or 
MLA Handbook.           
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Course Title              : Gender in GCC States   
Course Code               : MP.                   
Course Teacher  : Dr. Shahid Jamal Ansari  
Course Duration  : One Semester  
Semester                      : IInd  
Instruction Method    : Lectures & Tutorials  

 
Course Description & Objective: 
 
The course aims at giving an insight into the status of women in the Gulf region. For 
this, firstly, a broader framework for assessing women’s position and status has been 
taken into account. Secondly, given the peculiar situation of a rentier economy and 
welfare state, women’s position vis a vis the former have been examined. The stride 
made forward by women in different fields like education, workforce, civil society 
and to an extent political field etc. have been taken care of. 
 
Evaluation Method and Grading: Total 100 Marks: Term Paper 10 marks, Term 

Paper  Presentation 5 marks, Book Review 5 marks & Class 
Participation 5 marks  

 
I        Women studies 

  ●    Significance and Perspectives 
 

II       Status of women in the Gulf  
• Legal status 
• Intellectual and moral freedom 
• Cultural and social condition 
• Social change and women 

 
III        Women and education 

• Development of modern education 
• Education at different levels and female enrolment 
• Government policy 
• People’s attitude towards female education 

 
IV        Women and work 

• Traditional economic activities 
• Labour force participation 
• Government policy 

 
V       Women, polity and civil society  

• Political awareness and political participation 
• Role in civil societies 

 



 
 
 
 
 
Essential Readings 

1. Ahmed, Akbar S. and Hart, David M., Islam in Tribal Societies, Routledge 
and Kegan Paul, London, 1984. 

2. Beck, L. and Keddie, N. (eds.), Women in the Muslim World, Cambridge, 
Massachusstts, Harvard University Press, 1978. 

3. ‘Education and Training in Saudi Arabia’ Saudi Trends, Gulf Centre for 
Strategic Studies, October 2005, Vol.2 Issue 10. 

4. Mikhail, Mona M., Images of Arab Women, Washington D.C., Three 
Continents Press, 1979. 

5. Minai, Naila., Women in Islam – Tradition and Transition in the Middle East, 
London, John Murray, 1981. 

6. Nasr, J.A. et. al. (eds.), Women, Employment and Development in the Arab 
World, Mauton, 1985. 

7. Soffan, Linda Usra, The Women of the U.A.E., London, Croom Helm, 1980. 
8. Talhami, Hashem Ghada, Women, Education and Development in the Arab 

Gulf Countries, The Emirates Center for Strategic Studies and Research, 
Occasional Paper 53, 2004. 

9. Wikan, Unni, Behind the Veil in Arabia: Women in Oman, The John Hopkins 
University Press, Baltimore, 1982. 

10. Singh, Gunmeen, Lifting the Veil: Position of Women in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council States, Sanskriti, New Delhi, 2008. 

 
         
 
Suggested Readings 
 

1. Al-Misnad, Sheikha, The Development of Modern Education in the Gulf, 
Itacha Press, London, 1985. 

2. Al-Mughni, ‘All Roads Lead to the Franchise’ The UNESCO Courier, March 
2001. 

3. Dawn, Chatty and Peterson, J.E., ‘Oman’, Melvin Ember and Carol R. 
Ember, (eds.), ‘Countries and their Cultures, Vol. 3. 

4. Development of National Gender Statistics Programme in the Arab 
Countries: Qatar 

5. ‘Female Empowerment in Bahrain’, Bahrain Brief, The Gulf Centre for 
Strategic Studies, March 2006, Vol. 7, Issue 3. 

6. Hevener, N. Kaufman, International Law and the Status of Women, 
Westview, 1983. 

7. Hussain, Freda, Muslim Women, Croom Helm, 1984. 
8. Izadparast, Ali Akbar, Position of Women in the Muslim Arab Societies, 

Ph.D. dissertation, Middle East Studies: University of Utah, 1974. 
9. Ministry of Information, Sultanate of Oman, ‘Education’. 
10. Ministry of Information, Sultanate of Oman, ‘Women in Oman’. 
11. ‘Parliamentary Elections and the Future of Democracy in Bahrain’, Bahrain 

Brief, The Gulf Centre for Strategic Studies, November – December 2002, 
Vol.3, Issue 11. 

12. ‘People’s attitude towards Arab Women in Public life improving’, Gulf 
News, 29 March 2006. 

13. Qatar News Agency – The Sultanate of Oman 



14. Ramazani, Nesta., ‘Arab Women in the Gulf’, The Middle East Journal, Vol. 
39, No.2, pp. 258-76 (Spring 1985). 

15. Saadawi, Nawal El. The Hidden Face of Eve: Women in the Arab World, 
London, Zed Press, 1980. 

16. Saud, Abeer Abu, Qatari Women: Past and Present, London, Longman, 
1984. 

17. ‘Saudi Labour Minister Vows to put women in workplace’, Khaleej Times, 
10 September 2006. 

18. Siddiqi, M.M. Women in Islam, 1959. 
19. Social Science Research and Women in the Arab World, UNESCO, Paris, 

1984. 
20. Soffan, Linda Usra, The Role and Status of Women in Contemporary U.A.E. 

Society, Ph.D. Dissertation, The John’s Hopkin’s University, 1979. 
21. ‘The Position of Women and Children in Saudi Arabia’, Gulf Centre for 

Strategic Studies, August 2005, Vol.2, Issue 8. 
22. ‘The Improving Position of Women in Saudi Arabia’, Saudi Trends, Gulf 

Centre for Strategic Studies, Vol.3, Issue 2, February 2006. 
23. ‘UAE Women and Social Prospects’, The Emirates Centre for Strategic 

Studies and Research, 5 April 2005. 
24. UNESCO: Statistical Yearbook, Paris: UNESCO 
25. United Nations, Demographic Yearbook. 
26. United Nations Development Programme Report. 
27. United Nations Development Programme, The Gender and Citizenship 

Initiative Country Profile: Kuwait. 
28. United Nations Development Programme, The Gender and Citizenship 

Initiative Country Profiles: Oman 
29. United Nations Development Programme, The Gender and Citizenship 

Initiative Country Profiles: Qatar 
30. United Nations Development Programme, The Gender and Citizenship 

Initiative Country Profiles: Saudi Arabia 
31. United Nations Development Programme, The Gender and Citizenship 

Initiative Country Profiles: United Arab Emirates. 
32. United Arab Emirates Yearbook. 
33. ‘Women and Politics in Bahrain’, Bahrain Brief, The Gulf Centre for 

Strategic Studies, March 2001, Vol.2, Issue 3. 
34. ‘Women’s Rights on the Agenda in Kuwait’, Carnegie Endowment for 

International Peace, Nov. 2004, Vol.2, Issue 10. 
35. Yearbook of Labour Statistics, Geneva. 
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Course Title              : India and West Asia 
Teacher                     : Dr. Shahid Jamal Ansari 
Instruction method: Lecture and Tutorials.  

               

 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

Unit – I: Historical and Cultural Background – Past Linkages 

a) Political contacts 
b) Economic contacts 
c) Cultural contacts 

Unit – II: Indian Foreign Policy 

a) Factors determining Indian foreign policy – National Interest, Geography, History, 
Culture, Tradition, Economy, Military, Jawaharlal Nehru, International Environment. 

b) Principles of Indian foreign policy – NAM, Panchsheel, Anti-Imperialism, Opposition 
to Racial Discrimination, Foreign Aid for Development, Peaceful Settlement of 
Disputes, Gujral Doctrine, Independent Nuclear/Energy policy. 

Unit – III: India and the Contemporary Arab World 

Indian National Congress and the Wafdists; Nasser, Nehru and NAM, Suez crisis; India 
and GCC; the Era of Globalisation; Challenges. 

Unit – IV: Bilateral Relations 

 Iran, Turkey, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Egypt; Challenges. 

Unit – V: India and Palestine: Continuity and Change 

a) Pre-independence era – Indian National Congress & Zionist Congress, Indian 
National Congress, Gandhi and the Palestine question. 

b) Post-independence era (1948 onwards) – Nehru, Indira Gandhi, Janta Party, Rajiv 
Gandhi & left till 1990, policy since 1991. 

c) Challenges. 



 

 

 

SELECTED READINGS 

Abhyankar, Rajendra M. (ed.) West Asia and the Region: Defining India’s Role, New Delhi, Academic 
Foundation, 2008. 

Abidi, A.H.H. (ed.) Indo-Gulf Economic Relations (Pattern, Prospect, Policies), New Delhi, Intellectual 
Publishing House, 1989. 

Agwani, M.S. Contemporay West Asia, New Delhi, Har-Anand Publications, 1995. 

Ahmad, S. Maqbul, Indo-Arab Relations; an account of India’s Relations with the Arab World from 
ancient up to modern times, New Delhi, Indian Council for Cultural Relations, 1969. 

Akhtar, Naseema, West Asian Politics: Role of India and Palestine, vol. 2, Delhi, Authors Press, 2004. 

Alam, Anwar, (ed.) India and West Asia in the Era of Globalisation, Delhi, New Century Publications, 
2008. 

Alam, Anwar, (ed.) India and Iran: An Assessment of Contemporary Relations, New Delhi, New Century 
Publications, 2011. 

Dietl, Gulshan, etal (eds.) Contemporary Saudi Arabia and The Emerging Indo-Saudi Relations, Delhi, 
Shipra Publications, 2007. 

Dutt, V.P. India’s Foreign Policy in a Changing World, New Delhi, Vikas Publishing House pvt ltd, 1999. 

Ilias, M.H. & Vincent (eds.) India-West Asia Relations: Understaning Cultural Interplays, New Delhi, New 
Century Publications, 2007. 

Jain, Prakash C. (ed.) Indian Diaspora in West Asia: A Reader, New Delhi, Manohar, 2007. 

Khan, Javed Ahmad, India and West Asia: Emerging Markets in the Liberalisation Era, New Delhi, 
Thousand Oaks, London, Sage Publications, 1999. 

Khanna, V.N. Foreign Policy of India, sixth edition, Delhi, Vikas Publishing House pvt ltd, 2007. 

Malakar, Dr. S.N. (ed.) India’s Energy Security and The Gulf, Delhi, Academic Excellence, 2006. 

Mudium, Prithvi Ram, India and the Middle East, London, New York, British Academic Press, 1994. 

Naaz, Farah, West Asia and India: Changing Perspective, Delhi, Shipra Publications, 2005. 



Pasha, A.K. India, Iran and The GCC States: Political Strategy and Foreign Policy, New Delhi, Manas 
Publications, 2000. 

Pasha, A.K. India and West Asia: Continuity and Change, Delhi, Gyan Sagar Publications, 1999. 

Pasha, A.K. (ed.) India and Kuwait: Strategic, Economic and Political Developments, Delhi, Gyan Sagar 
Publications, 1999. 

Punjabi, Riyaz & Pasha, A.K. (eds.) India and the Islamic World, New Delhi, Radiant Publishers, 1998. 

Sinha, Atish & Mohta (eds.) Indian Foreign Policy: Challenges & Opportunities, New Delhi, Academic 
Foundation, Foreign Service Institute, 2007. 

Vohra, N.N. (eds.) History, Culture and Society in India and West Asia, Delhi, Shipra Publications, 2003. 



M. Phil Course 
 

Course No     :          MP 1.4 
Course Title    : Political and Social Thought in the 
                                                                   Contemporary Arab World 
Course Teacher    : Dr. Shahid Jamal Ansari 
Instruction Method    : Lectures, Seminars and Tutorials 
Duration    : One Semester  
 
Course Content: 
 
Unite-I: Arab Nationalism 
 
•  Different Theories of Nationalism & Arab Nationalism 
•  Import by Christian Arabs  
•  Evolution since late 19th century on-wards  
•  Nation of nations-state  
 
Unite-II: Arab Nationalism and Pan-Arabism 
 
•  Co relation between Arab Nationalism & Pan-Arabism  
•  Bases of Pan-Arabism (religion, language) 
•  Racial element in the formation of Arab Identity 
•  The debate over Pan-Arabism in 1960s & 1970s 
 
Unite-III: Regionalism and Local Nationalism 
 
•  Lesser appeal and uneven influence  
•  Some prominent exponents 
•  Cases for diversity (differences in political economy, nature of leadership etc.)   
 
Unite-IV: Islamism as a Political Trend  
 
•  All comprehensiveness as perceived by Islamists  
•  Political Modernization and Islam 
•  Recent trends and impact on society  

Unite-V: Arab Socialism and secularism  

•  An examination of Arab Socialism and Secularism 
•  Specific feature (e.g. rejection of class struggle, equitable distribution of wealth , 
no export of revolution to outside world etc.) 
•  Perception about Islam  



Suggested Readings: 
Abu-Rabi, Ibrahim M., Contemporary Arab thought (London, Sterling, Virginia: Pluto 
Press,  2004 ). 
 
___,ed., Contemporary Islamic Thought ( USA, UK, Australia : Blackwell Publishing 
Ltd., 2006 ). 
 
'Aftaq, Michel, Choice of Texts from the Bath Party Founders Thought (Firenze: 
Cooperative Lavoratory, 1977 ).  
 
Agwani, M.S., Communism in the Arab East ( New York : Asia Publishing House, 
1969) 
___,ed., The Gulf in Transition ( New Delhi : South Asian Publishers, 1987) 
 
Al-Jundi, Sami, al-Ba'ath ( Beirut, 1969) 
 
Ansari, Shahid jamal, Political modernization in Gulf ( New Delhi : Northern Book 
Center,1998) 
___, Arab Political Thought in the Twentieth Century ( New Delhi : Cosmos Books, 
2007)  
 
Ayubi, Nazih, N., Political Islam ( London and New York : Routledge, 1993) 
 
Baker, R.W., Egypt's Uncertain Revolution under Nassar and Sadat ( Cambridge : 
Harvard University Press, 1978) 
 
Beling, Willard A, ed., King Faisal and the Modernisation of Saudi Arabia ( London : 
West view Press, 1980) 
 
Binder, L., The Ideological Revolution in Middle East ( New York : John Wiley and 
Sons, Inc., 1964) 
 
Cleveland, William L., The Making of the Arab Nationalist ( Princeton : Princeton 
University Press,1972) 
 
Dassouki, A. (ed.), Islamic Resurgence in the Arab World ( New York : Praeger , 1982) 
 
Dawisha, Added, Arab Nationalism in the Twentieth Century ( Princeton and Oxford : 
Princeton University Press, 2003) 
 
Dekmejian, R.H., Islam in Revolution : Fundamentalism in the Arab World ( Syracuse: 
Syracuse University Press,1985) 
 



Devlin, John F., The Bath Party: A History From Its Origin to 1966 ( Standford Hoover 
Institution Press,1976) 
 
 
Esposito, J.L., Islam and Politics ( Syracuse : Syracuse University Press, 1984) 
 
___,The Islamic Thread ; Myth or Reality ? ( New York : Oxford University Press 
1992) 
 
Farah, Tawic E., (ed.) Pan Arabism and Arab Nationalism : The Continuing Debate  ( 
Boulder & London : Westview Press,1987) 
 
 
First, Ruth, Libya , the Elusive Revolution ( USA: African Publishing company, 1975) 
 
Gilsenan, Michael, Recognizing Islam : Religion and society in the Modern Arab World 
(New York : Panthean Books, 1982)  
 
Halpern, M., The Politics of Social Change in the Middle East and North Africa ( 
Princeton : Princeton University Press, 1963) 
 
Ibrahim, Saad Eddin, The New Arab Social Order  ( Boulder ,Colo: Westview Press, 
1982) 
 
Ismael, Tareq Y., The Arab Left ( Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1976) 
 
Karpat, Kemal H., ed., Political and Social Thought in the Contemporary Middle East  
( New York : Praeger,1982) 
 
Khadduri, Majid, Political Trends in the Arab World ( Balimore; Johns Hopkins 
Press,1970) 
 
Luciani, G.& Salame, G., eds., The Politics of Arab Integration ,Vol.IV ( London, New 
York,Sydney : Croom Helm, 1988) 
 
Milton-Edwards, Beverley, Contemporary Politics in the Middle East ( Cambridge : 
Polity Press,2006) 
 
Nasser, G.A., The Philosophy of The Revolution ( Cairo: Information Department, 1964) 
 
Pappe,Ilan, The Modern Middle East (London & Newyork : Routledge,2005) 
 
Reischauer, R.D. and Thompson, H.,eds., Modernization of The Arab World ( 
Preeneton, N.J.:D. Van Nostrand,1966) 
 



Said Abdul Moghny, Arab Socialism ( London : Blandford Press,1972) 
 
Sharabi, Hisham B., Neopatriarchy: A Theory of Distorted change in the Arab Society ( 
New York : Oxford University Press, 1988) 
 
Yamak, L.Z., The Syrian Social Nationalist Party: An Ideological Analysis ( 
Cambridge, Mass Harvard University Press, 1966) 
 



M. Phil Course  
 
 
Course no. : MP 2.5 

Course title : Political System in the GCC States 

Course Teacher : Dr. Shahid Jamal Ansari 

Instruction method : Lectures, Seminars and Tutorials 

Course Duration  : One semester 

 

Course Content: 

Unit-I:  Political System 

   ● Meaning and nature of political system 

   ● Relevance of the concept to the GCC states 

   ● Political system in the light of recent developments 

 

Unit-II: Political Stability 

   ● Political stability in the region 

   ● Legitimacy in a traditional society 

   ● Globalization and its impact on political stability 

   ● The mechanism of stability : Kuwait as a model  

 

Unit-III: Political Participation 

    ● Some aspects of political participation 

   ● The indigenous form of political participation 

   ● Political participation and political institutions & processes 

 

Unit-IV:: Education 

   ● Nature of education. 

   ● Impact of education on socio-political process 

   ● Impact of education on women  
 

Unit-V : Bureaucracy & Development Administration.  

   ● Nature  

   ● Expanding size 

   ● An assessment. 

 
 



SUGGESTED READINGS  

 

Abd al-Rahman, U., Petroleum Bureaucracy and the Dilemma of Development  

 (Kuwait: National Council for Culture and Arts, 1982). 

Abdullah, Mohammad Morsy, The United Arab Emirates: A Modern history 

 (London: Croom Helm, 1978). 

Abuhamdia, Zakaria, “Speech Diversity and language Unity: Arabic as an integrating Factor”, in 

Luciani, G. & Salame, G., eds., The Politics of Arab Integration, vol. IV (London: Croom 

Helm,. 1988). 

Abu Nab, Ibrahim, Qatar: A Study of State Building (Qatar, 1977). 

Agwani, M.S., Politics in the Gulf (New Delhi: Vikas Publishing House, 1978) 

----------, ed., Gulf in Transition (New Delhi: South Asian Publication, 1987). 

Ahmad, M. Fahmi & others, Negative Aspects of Bureauracy in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

(Riyadh: College of Administrative Sciences: King Saud University, n.d.). 

Ahmad, Akbar S. & Hart, David M., Islam in Tribal Societies (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 

1984). 

Ajmani, F., The Arab Predicament, Arab Political Thought and Practice Since 1967 (Cambridge: 

Cambridge university press, 1981). 

Ansari, Shahid Jamal, Political Modernization in the Gulf (NewDelhi: Northern Book Centre, 

1998). 

Anthony, John Duke, Arab States of the Lower Gulf: People, Politics, Petroleum (Washington, 

D.C.: Middle East Institute, 1975). 

Apter, David E., The Politics of Modernization (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1965). 

Assad, Muhammad, The Principles of State and Government in Islam (USA: University of 

California Press, 1961). 

Belaid, Sadok, “Role of Religious Institutions in support of the State”, in Dawisha, Adeed & 

Zartman, I. William, eds., Beyond Co-ercion: The  Durability of the Arab State (London: 

Croom Helm, 1988). 

Beling, Willad A., ed., King Faisal and the Modernization of Saudi Arabia (London: Croom 

Helm, 1980). 

Bill, James A. & Leiden, Carl, Politics in the Middle East (New York: Harper Collins, 1990). 

Byron, G. & Samir, A.J., Educatin in the Arab world (New York: Praeger Publishers, 1983). 

Dietl,Gulshan (et.al.) eds., Contemporary Saudi Arabia and The Emerging Indo-Saudi Relations 

(Delhi:Shipra Publications,2007).  

Dietl,Gulshan (ed),Democracy and Democratization in the Gulf (Delhi;Shipra Publications,2010) 



Esposito, John L., ed., Islam and Development: Religion and Socio-Political Change (Syracuse: 

Syracuse University Press, 1980). 

Farghal, Mahmoud Hassan, The Theory of Modernization in the Quran and some Implications for 

the Arab world, Ph. D. thesis (New York: New York University, 1978). 

Fox, John W., Mourtada-Sabbah, Nada & al-Mutawa, Mohammed (eds.), Globalization and the 
Gulf (London and New York: Routledge, 2006).  

Hopwood, Derek, ed., The Arabian Peninsula: Society and Politics (London: George Allen & 
Unwin, 1972). 

Hudson,Michael C., Arab Politics : The search for Legitimacy (New Haven:Yale University 
Press,1977). 

Huyette, Summer Scott, Political Adaptation in Saudi Arabia: A study of the Council of Ministers 
(Boulder: Westview Press, 1985). 

Ibrahim, Saad Eddin, The New Arab Social Order (Westview: Croom Helm Ltd., 1982). 
Kandil, Hamdi, “The Media and Arab Integration”, in Luciani Giacomo & Salame, Ghassan, eds., 

The Politics of Arab Integration, vol. IV (London: Croom Helm, 1988). 
Lerner, Daniel, The Passing of Traditional Society: Modernizing the Middle East (New York: 

Macmillan, 1964). 
Al-Marayati, A.A., The Middle East : Its Government and Politics (California: Duxbury, 1972). 
Al-Mishad, Sheikha, The Development of Modern Education in the Gulf (London: Ithaca Press, 

1985). 
Mughisuddin, Mohammed, ed., Confilict and Co-operatin in the Persian Gulf (New York, 1977). 
Al-Naqeeb, Khaleel & Al-Halabi, Hassan, Development Administration of the Arab World, A 

General introduction (Beirut: The Arab Institute of Development, 1978). 
Niblock, Tim, ed., Social and Economic Development in the Arab Gulf (London: Croom Helm, 

1980). 
----------, State, Society and Economy in Saudi Arabia (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1982). 
Osama, Abdul Rahman, The Dilemma of Development in the Arabian Peninsula (London: Croom 

Helm, 1987). 
Pasha, A. K., Aspects of Political Participation in the Gulf States (Delhi: Kalinga Publications, 

1999)  
         (ed.), Contemporary Gulf: State, Society, Economy & Foreign Policy (New Delhi: Détente 

Publications, 1999) 
 Peterson, J.E., Oman in the Twentieth Century: Political Foundations of an Emerging State 

(London: Croom Helm, 1978). 
--------, The Arab Gulf States: Steps Toward Political Participation (New York: London, 1988). 
Al-Rumaihi, Mohammed, Democracy in Contemporary Gulf Societies (Kuwait: University of 

Kuwait, 1977). 
Sager, Abdulaziz O., (Chairman, Gulf Research Centre), Gulf Year Book 2004-2005 (Gulf 

Research Centre, UAE) 
Said, Edward, Orientalism (London: Routeledge & Kegan Paul, 1978). 



Shaw, John A. & Long, David, Saudi Arabian Modernization: The Impact of Change on Stability 
(New York: Praeger, 1982). 

The Gulf: Challenges of the Future (Abu Dhabi, UAE: The Emirates Centre for Strategic 
Studies and Research, 2005) 
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Israel: Politics and Society 
Semester II 

 
 
Course Teacher: Dr. Sujata Ashwarya Cheema 
Email: scheema@jmi.ac.in  
Phone: (0) 9999496850 
Office: Centre for West Asian Studies (Floor II) 

Imaarat-e Ibn Khaldun  
            Jamia Millia Islamia 

New Delhi 110025 

Course Code: MP 2.7 

Meeting: By appointment 

 

Course Description:  
This course will introduce students to some of the major issues and debates in 
contemporary Israeli society and politics. The aim of the course is to assist 
students towards developing a deeper and more varied understanding of Israel’s 
political and social developments.  Section I of the course will place the Israeli 
politics and society processes in a broad historical context. Section II will examine 
Israel’s political institutions and processes with reference to the state institutions, 
electoral system, multi-party politics, political ideologies, and non-state actors. 
Section III will entirely deal with different social cleavages in Israeli society, with a 
view to understand contentious problems, contenting narratives of Israeli identity 
(‘melting pot’ model versus ‘mosaic’ model) and their ubiquitous linkages to 
politics. Section IV will explore the strategic underpinnings of Israel’s foreign 
policy, in addition to the influences of Arab-Israeli and Palestinian-Israeli conflicts, 
as well as the ‘peace process’ on Israel’s external relations and vice versa. Section V 
of the course will consider the robust debates over Zionism and post-Zionism, and 
the Occupation and the future of Israel as a Jewish and democratic state.  

 
Schedule of Topics: 
Section I. Historical and Political Background  

1. Zionism and the idea of Jewish Homeland/State  
2. Yishuv, Creation of Political Institutions and Early Statehood  
3. Features of Jewish Society in Palestine and Israel 
4. Emergence of Israel as a Jewish State 
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Section II Political Institutions and Processes 

• State Institutions: Legislature, Executive, Judiciary 
• Parties and the Electoral System  
• Political Ideologies and Governance  
• Role of Military  
• Influence of non-state Actors on Political Processes 

Section III. Social Divisions 

• The Ethnic Divide: Ashkenazim and Mizrachim  
• The Religious Divide: Secular and Religious Jews 
• The National Divide: Jews and Arabs  
• The Ideological Divide: Zionists and Post-Zionists 
• The Political Divide: Hawks and Doves  
• The Identity Divide: Jews and Israelis 
• Israeli Democracy: Consociational and Ethnic Dimensions 

Section IV. Israel’s Foreign Policy 

• Foreign Policy and Strategic Doctrines 
• Role of Ideology  
• Jewish Dimension of Israel’s Foreign Policy 
• Arab-Israeli Conflict/Palestinian-Israeli (P-I) Conflict:  

Impact on Israel’s Foreign Policy 
• Relations with Major Powers 

Section V. The Future of Israel 

• Zionism and post-Zionism 
• Occupation and Debate over Israel’s Jewish vs. Democratic Identity 
• ‘One-state solution’ vs. ‘Two-state solution’  

             to the P-I Conflict: Future of Israel as a Jewish State 

 

Method of Instruction:  
There will be three lecture and three tutorials of one hour each every week 
according to the UGC (University Grants Commission) guidelines. Questions, 
discussion and debate during class are strongly encouraged. Students are expected 
to follow news reports on Israel and look actively for analytical articles on topics in 
the course. Ha’aretz, Israel’s leading daily newspaper, is a good source for analysis 
of current events. Others could include: Jerusalem Post, Yediot Aharonot, Mideast 
Mirror, and blog-based +972 web magazine. A reader for the course will be made 
available in the Centre’s library for photocopying at the beginning of the semester. 
Students are also encouraged to search for reading material related to politics and 
society in Israel on the Internet. 
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Method of Assessment: 
An end-semester exam would consist of essay questions based upon the topics 
covered in the syllabus. In addition, a term paper addressing an appropriate 
question and/or issue, and a book review on issues and topics in the syllabus, 
submitted on the last day of the class, will form a part of the final assessment. 
Students can choose a subject/issue to write about, formulating appropriate 
question(s) and presenting the argument in a cogent manner. They can choose any 
book (old or new; from the reading list or otherwise) relevant to the syllabus, for 
review. The formats for writing term paper and book review will be discussed in 
the class. The term paper will be presented in a classroom meeting, mutually 
agreed between the teacher and students.  

The total assessment is out of a maximum of 100 marks with the following break-
up: 

End-semester  exam   :  75 marks 
Term Paper  (written)  :  15 marks 

(presentation):   5 marks 
Book Review    :   5 marks 
 
Readings:  
Books 

1. Arian, Asher, Politics in Israel: The Second Republic, second edition (Washington, DC: 
CQ Press, 2005). 

2. Avineri, Shlomo. The Making of Modern Zionism: The Intellectual Origins of the Jewish 
 State  (New York, Basic Books, Inc., Publishers, 1981).  

3. Barnett, Michael N., ed., Israel in Comparative Perspective: Challenging the 
Conventional Wisdom (Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 1996). 

4. Brecher, Michael, The Foreign Policy System of Israel: Setting, Images, Process (New 
Haven: Yale University Press, 1972). 

5. Dowty, Alan. The Jewish State: A Century Later (Berkeley: University of California 
 Press, 2001).  

6. Garfinkle, Adam, Politics and Society in Modern Israel, second edition (Armonk, NY: 
M.E. Sharpe, 2000). 

7. Hazan, Reuven Y. and Moshe Maor (eds.) Parties, Elections and Cleavages: Israel in 
Comparative and Theoretical Perspective (London: Frank Cass, 2000). 

8. Horowitz, Dan and Moshe Lissak, Origins of the Israeli Polity: Palestine Under the 
Mandate (Chicago: University of Chicago, 1978).  

9. Jones, Clive and Emma C. Murphy, Israel: Challenges to Identity, Democracy and the 
State (London: Routledge, 2002). 
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10. Kimmerling, Baruch, ed., The Israeli State and Society: Boundaries and Frontiers 
(Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 1989). 

11. Migdal, Joel S., Through the Lens of Israel: Explorations in State and Society (Albany, 
NY: SUNY Press, 2001). 

12. Nimni, Ephraim, ed., The Challenge of Post-Zionism: Alternatives to Israeli 
Fundamentalist Politics (London: Zed Books, 2003).  

13. Peretz, Don and Gideon Doron, The Government and Politics of Israel, third edition 
(Boulder, CO: Westview, 1997). 

14. Peri, Yoram, Generals in the Cabinet Room: How the Military Shapes Israeli Policy 
(Washington, DC: United States Institute of Peace Press, 2006). 

15. Shindler, C., A History of Modern Israel, First edition (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2008). 

16. Shapira, Anita ed., Israeli Identity in Transition (Westport, CT: Praeger, 2004). 

Books Chapters 
1. Dowty, Alan, “Consociationalism and Ethnic Democracy: Israeli Arabs in Comparative 

Perspective.” In David Levi-Faur, Gabriel Sheffer and David Vogel (eds.) Israel: 
Dynamics of Change and Continuity (London: Frank Cass, 1999), pp. 169-182. 

2. Galnoor, Itzhak, “The Israeli Political System: A Profile.”  In K eith K yle and   
(eds.) Whither Israel? The Domestic Challenges (London: The Royal Institute of 
International Affairs, 1993), pp. 87-102. 

3. Gutmann, Emanuel, “Israel: Democracy Without a Constitution.”  In V ernon B odgan  
(ed.) Constitutions in Democratic Politics (Aldershot: Gower, 1988), pp. 290-308. 

4. Hazan, Reuven Y., “Party System Change in Israel, 1948-1998: A Conceptual and 
Theoretical Border-Stretching of Europe?” In Paul Pennings and Jan-Erik Lane (eds.) 
Comparing Party System Change (London: Routledge, 1988, pp), 151-166. 

5. Horowitz, Dan and Moshe Lissak, Trouble in Utopia: The Overburdened Polity of Israel 
(Albany: SUNY Press, 1989). Ch. 2: “Israel as a Multi-Cleavage Society,” pp. 32-97. 

6. Mahler, Gregory S., Politics and Government in Israel: The Maturation of a Modern 
State (Lanham, MD: Roman and Littlefield, 2004). Ch. 3: “The Social and Economic 
Context of Politics”, pp. 85-114. 

Journal Articles 
1. Avineri, Shlomo, “Ideology and Israel’s Foreign Policy,” The Jerusalem Quarterly, 

Volume 37 (1986), pp. 3-13.   

2. Chetrit, Sami Shalom, “Mizrahi Politics in Israel: Between Integration and Alternative,” 
Journal of Palestine Studies, Volume 29, Number 4 (2000), pp. 51-65. 

3. Dahan-Kalev, Henriette, “You’re So Pretty—You Don’t Look Moroccan,” Israel Studies, 
Volume 6, Number 1 (2001), pp. 1-14. 

4. Diskin, Abraham, “The New Political System in Israel,”  Government and Opposition, 
Volume 34, Number 4 (Autumn 1999), pp. 498-515.  

5. Evron, Boas, “Israel’s Shifting Identity,” Palestine-Israel Journal, Volume 9, Number 1 
(2002), pp. 102-107. 
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6. Ghanem, As’ad, Nadim Rouhana and Oren Yiftachel, “Questioning ‘Ethnic Democracy’: 
A Response to Sammy Smooha,” Israel Studies, Volume 3, Number 2 (1998), pp. 253-
267. 

7. Hazan, Reuven Y., “Executive-Legislative Relations in an Era of Accelerated Reform: 
Reshaping Government in Israel,” Legislative Studies Quarterly, Volume 22, Number 3 
(August 1997), pp. 329-350. 

8. Hazony, Yoram, “The Zionist Idea and its Enemies,” Commentary, Volume 101, Number 
5 (May 1996), pp. 30-38.  

9. Judt, Tony, “Israel: The Alternative,” The New York Review of Books, October 23, 2003. 

10. Liebman, Charles and Bernard Susser, “Judaism and Jewishness in the Jewish State,” The 
Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, Volume 555 (Jan 
1998), pp. 15-25.  

11. Shain, Yossi & Barry Bristman, “The Jewish Security Dilemma,” Orbis, Volume 46, 
Number 1 (Winter 2002), pp. 47-71. 

12. Smooha, Sammy, “Ethnic Democracy: Israel as an Archetype,” Israel Studies, Volume 2, 
Number 2 (1997), pp. 198-241. 

13. Sprinzak, Ehud, “Extremism and Violence in Israel: The Crisis of Messianic Politics,” 
The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, Volume 555 (Jan 
1998), pp. 114-126.  

14. Waxman, Dov, “The Jewish Dimension of Israeli Foreign Policy,” Israel Studies Forum, 
Volume 19, Number 1 (Fall 2003), pp. 34-56. 

15. Yehoshua, Avraham B., “Separating Religion from National Identity,” Palestine-Israel 
Journal, Volume 9, Number 1 (2002), pp. 94-101. 
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The Dynamics of the Arab-Israeli Conflict 
Semester II 

 

Course Teacher: Dr. Sujata Ashwarya Cheema 
Email: scheema@jmi.ac.in 
Phone: (0) 9999496850 
Office: Centre for West Asian Studies 
 Imaarat-e Ibn Khaldun  
            Jamia Millia Islamia 

New Delhi 
Course Code. MP 1.6 
Meeting: By appointment 
 
Course Description 

This course is designed to provide a basic understanding of the causes, complexities, and 
consequences of the Arab-Israeli conflict. It examines the development of the conflict 
from its beginnings in the Ottoman period until the present day, reviewing the rise of 
Zionism, the period of the British Mandate, the emergence of Israel and the Palestinian 
refugee issue, the birth of Palestinian nationalism and its fragmentation, the impact of 
Arab-Israeli wars on regional relations, and the diplomatic successes and failures in 
seeking a political solution to the conflict. Emphasis is on presenting the perspectives of 
all the parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict, and placing it in the context of the history of 
the Middle East as a whole.  Reading, analyzing, and evaluating key texts and documents 
related to the conflict’s history politics, and diplomacy, are central aspects of this course. 

Schedule of Topics: 

Section I.  Introduction  

• The Construction of Conflicting Nationalisms 
a) Palestinian and Arab nationalism 
b) Zionism and Israeli Nationalism  

• Comparing Divergent Narratives of the Conflict: Arab/Palestinian  
and Israeli 

Section II. The Palestine Mandate, 1920-1948 

• Arab-Jewish Relations in Palestine under the Ottoman Empire 
• World War I and its Aftermath 

a) Balfour Declaration 
b) British Mandate in Palestine: Conflicting British Commitment 

towards Arabs and Jews  
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• Palestine between the Two Wars 
a) Yishuv: Ideology and politics 
b) Arab Leadership and Revolts against Jewish Settlements 
c) World War II, the Holocaust and the World Jewry 

• Arab-Israeli Conflict (1948-49) and Armistice Negotiations 
a) UN Partition Plan and the End of the British Mandate  
b) Palestinian Naqba/Jewish War of Independence  
c) Birth of Israel and the Palestinian Refugee Problem 

Section III. The Arab-Israeli Wars 1956-1982 

• Great Power Rivalry in the Middle East 
• Suez Campaign, 1956 
• Six Day War (1967) and its Consequences 

a) Intensification of conflict with Syria and Egypt 
b) Emergence of the PLO and Armed Struggle 

• Yom Kippur War (1973) and the Politics of Oil 
• Israel’s Lebanon Wars, 1978, 1982 and Rise of Hizbullah  

 
Section IV. The Israeli Rule in the Occupied Territories  

• 1967 and Greater Israel: Israeli Settlers in the Occupied Territories (OT) 
a) Expropriation of Land in the OT: Settler Movement 
b) Judaization of East Jerusalem 
c) Harsh Measures under the Israeli Military Occupation  

• Rise of Indigenous Palestinian Leadership in the OT 
• Intifada (1987) and the birth of radical Islam in the OT:  

Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
 
Section V. Diplomacy and Peacemaking in the Arab-Israeli Conflict 

• Early attempts at A-I settlement: Za’im Initiative, Israeli-Jordanian 
Dialogue, Israeli-Egyptian Secret Negotiations 

• Resolution 242 and the Land for Peace Formula: 
Superpower diplomacy in the post-1967 period 

• The Sadat initiative and the Camp David 1979 Agreements 
• Madrid Conference, 1991  
• The Making and Unmaking of the Oslo Peace Agreements:  

Gaza-Jericho Plan, ‘Oslo II’, Rejectionists, Camp David II and Intifada II 
• The Saudi Peace Initiatives 
• Syrian track in Peace Process 
• ‘Road Map’ and the Future of the Peace Process 
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Section VI. Debates in the Arab-Israeli Conflict 

• Role of Religion in the Arab-Israeli Conflict 
• Status Arabs in Israel 
• Israel’s Security Concerns 
• Debate on the ‘end of the two-state solution’  

 

Method of Instruction:  

There will be three lecture and three tutorials of one hour each every week according to 
the UGC (University Grants Commission) guidelines. Questions, discussion and debate 
during class are strongly encouraged. Students are expected to follow news reports on the 
Arab-Israeli conflict and look actively for analytical articles on topics in the course. 
Ha’aretz, Israel’s leading daily newspaper, and websites such as challenge-mag.com, 
pij.org (Palestine-Israel journal) are good sources for analysis of the conflict. Students are 
also encouraged to search for more reading material related to the Arab-Israeli conflict on 
the Internet. 

Method of Assessment: 

An end-semester exam would consist of essay questions based upon the topics covered in 
the syllabus. In addition, a term paper addressing an appropriate question and/or issue, 
and a book review on issues and topics in the syllabus, submitted on the last day of the 
class, will form a part of the final assessment. Students can choose a subject/issue to write 
about, formulating appropriate question(s) and presenting the argument in a cogent 
manner. They can choose any book (old or new; from the reading list or otherwise) 
relevant to the syllabus, for review. The formats for writing term paper and book review 
will be discussed in the class. The term paper will be presented in a classroom meeting, 
mutually agreed between the teacher and students.  

The total assessment is out of a maximum of 100 marks with the following break-up: 

End-semester  exam   :  75 marks 
Term Paper  (written)  :  15 marks 

(presentation):    5 marks 
Book Review    :    5 marks 
 
Readings: 

Books 

1. Bassiouni, M. Cherif, Shlomo Ben Ami, A Guide to Documents on the Arab-
Palestinian/Israeli Conflict: 1897-2008 (The Netherlands: Martinus Nijhoff, 2009). 

2. Bickerton, Ian J. and Carla A. Klausner, A History of the Arab Israeli Conflict (Pearson 
Education, 2009) Sixth edition.  
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3. Dowty, Alan, Israel/Palestine (Malden, MA: Polity, 2005). 

4. Eisenberg, Laura Zittrain and Neil Caplan, Negotiating Arab-Israeli Peace: Patterns, 
Problems, Possibilities (Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana University Press, 2010) Second 
edition. 

5. Finkelstein, Norman G., Image and Reality of the Israel-Palestine Conflict (London: 
Verso, 1995). 

6. Ganim, Asʻad, The Palestinian-Arab Minority in Israel, 1948-2000: A Political Study 
(Albany, New York, SUNY Press, 2001). 

7. Gelvin, James L., The Israel-Palestine conflict: one hundred years of war (Cambridge 
University Press, 2007). 

8. Gilbert, Martin, The Routledge Atlas of the Arab-Israeli Conflict (Oxon; New York: 
Routledge, 2012). 

9. Hemda, Ben-Yehuda, Shmuel Sandler, The Arab-Israeli Conflict Transformed: Fifty 
Years of Interstate and Ethnic Crises (Albany, New York: State University of New York 
Press, 2002). 

10. Isacoff, Jonathan B., Writing the Arab-Israeli Conflict: Pragmatism and Historical 
Inquiry (Lanham, HD: Lexington Books, 2006).  

11. Karsh, Efraim, Fabricating Israeli History: The “New Historians” (London: Frank Cass, 
1997). 

12. Khalidi, R., The Iron Cage: The Story of the Palestinian Struggle for Statehood 
(Boston: Beacon Press, 2006). 

13. Kimmerling, Baruch & Migdal, Joel S., The Palestinian People: A History (Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press, 2003) 

14. Lockman, Zachary and Joel Beinin (eds.), Intifada: the Palestinian Uprising against 
Israeli Occupation (London: I.B. Tauris, 1990). 

15. Louis, Wm Roger and Avi Shlaim, The 1967 Arab-Israeli War  Origins and Consequences 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012). 

16. Milton-Edwards, Beverley, Islamic Politics in Palestine (London: I.B. Tauris, 1999).  

17. Mishal, Shaul and Avraham Sela, The Palestinian Hamas: Vision, Violence, and 
Coexistence (New York: Columbia University Press, 2006). 

18. Morris, Benny, Righteous victims: A History of the Zionist-Arab Conflict, 1881–2001 
(1st Vintage Books ed.) (New York: Vintage Books, 2001). 

19. Pappe, Ilan, A History of Modern Palestine: one land, two peoples (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2006) Second edition. 

20. Reinhart, Tanya, The Road Map to Nowhere: Israel/Palestine since 2003 (London: 
Verso, 2006). 

21. Reinharz, Jehuda and Anita Shapira (eds), Essential Papers on Zionism (New York: New 
York University Press, 1996).  

22. Roy, Sara, Failing peace: Gaza and the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict (London: Pluto, 
2007). 

23. Said, Edward W., The Question of Palestine. (New York: Vintage Books, 1992) Second 
edition.  
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24. Sayigh, Yezid, Armed Struggle and the Search for state: the Palestinian national 
movement 1949-1993 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1997). 

25. Schneer, Jonathan, The Balfour Declaration: the origins of the Arab-Israeli conflict 
(London: Bloomsbury, 2010). 

26. Shlaim, Avi, The Iron Wall: Israel and the Arab World (London: Penguin Books, 2000). 

27. Tessler, Mark, A History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict (Bloomington: Indiana 
University Press, 1994). 

28. Tibawi, Abdul Latif, Anglo-Arab relations and the question of Palestine, 1914-1921 
(London: Luzac, 1977). 

29. Usher, Graham, Dispatches from Palestine: the rise and fall of the Oslo Peace process 
(London: Pluto Press, 1999).  

30. Vaughan P. Shannon, Balancing Act: US Foreign Policy and the Arab-Israeli Conflict 
(Burlington, VT: Ashgate Publishing Limited, 2003). 

 

Book Chapters and Journal Articles 
1. Ajami, Fouad, “The End of Pan-Arabism,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 57, No.2 (Winter 1978-

1979), pp. 355-373. 

2. Kacowicz, Arie M.,  “The Process of Reaching Peaceful Territorial Change: The Arab-
Israeli Conflict in Comparative Perspective,” Journal of Interdisciplinary History, Vol. 
37, No. 2 (Autumn 1996), pp. 215-245. 

3. Dawn, C. Ernest, “The Rise of Arabism in Syria,” Middle East Journal, Vol.16, No.2 
(Spring 1962), pp. 145-168. 

4. Horowitz, Dan and Moshe Lissak, “Ideology and Politics in the Yishuv,” The Jerusalem 
Quarterly, Vol. 2 (Winter 1977), pp. 12-26. 

5. Horowitz, Dan, “The Israeli Concept of National Security,” in Avner Yaniv (ed.), 
National Security and Democracy in Israel (Boulder, CO.: Lynne Reiner, 1993), pp. 11-
53. 

6. Karmi, Ghada,  “The One-State Solution: An Alternative Vision for Israeli-Palestinian 
Peace,” Journal of Palestine Studies, Vol.40, No.2 (Winter 2011), pp. 62-76. 

7. Khalidi, Rashid, “The Palestinians and 1948 the underlying causes of failure,” in 
Eugene L. Rogan and Avi Shlaim (ed.) The War for Palestine Rewriting the History of 
1948 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001), pp. 12-36. 

8. Kolatt, Israel, “The Zionist movement and the Arabs,” in Reinharz, Jehuda and Anita 
Shapira (eds.), Essential papers on Zionism (New York: New York University Press, 
1995), pp.617-647. 

9. Lustick, Ian, For the Land and the Lord (New York: CFR, 1988), Introduction and 
chapters 1-2, pp. 1-71 (on Gush Emunim and settler movement). 

10. Makovsky, David, “Middle East Peace Through Partition,” Foreign Affairs, Vol.80, No.2 
(March/April 2001), pp. 28-46. 

11. Mandel, Neville J., “Ottoman Policy and Restrictions on Jewish Settlement in 
Palestine: 1881-1908-- Part I,” Middle Eastern Studies, Vol.10, No.3 (October, 1974), 
pp.312-332. 
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12. Bar-On, Mordechai, “Israel Reactions to the Palestinian Uprising,” Journal of Palestine 
Studies, Vol.17, No.4 (Summer 1988), pp.46-55. 

13. Morris, Benny, “Origins of the Palestinian Refugee Problem,” in Laurence J. Silberstein 
(ed.), New Perspectives on Jewish Studies (New York: New York University Press, 
1991), pp. 42-56. 

14. Morris, Benny, “Revisiting the Palestinian Exodus of 1948,” in Eugene L. Rogan and Avi 
Shlaim (eds.), The War for Palestine: Rewriting the History of 1948 (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2001), pp. 37- 59. 

15. Porath, Yehoshua, “Social Aspects of the Emergence of Palestinian Arab National 
Movement,” in Menachem Milson (ed.), Society and Political Structure in the Arab 
World (Jerusalem: Van Leer Foundation, 1973), pp. 93-144.  

16. Rabinovich, Itamar, “The Suez-Sinai Campaign: The Regional Dimension,” in S.I. Troen 
and M. Shemesh (eds.), The Suez-Sinai Crisis, 1956: Retrospective and Reappraisal 
(New York: Columbia University Press, 1990), pp.162-171. 

17. Rhynhold, Jonathan, “Israel’s Fence: Can Separation Make Better Neighbors?” Survival, 
Vol. 46 No. 1 (Spring 2004), pp. 55-66.  

18. Rouhana, Nadim, “Israel and its Arab citizens: predicaments in the relationship 
between ethnic states and ethnonational minorities,” Third World Quarterly, Vol.19, 
No.2 (June 1998), pp. 277-296. 

19. Salame, Ghassan, “Inter-Arab Politics: Return of Geography,” in William B. Quandt 
(ed.), The Middle East, Ten Years After Camp David (1988), pp. 319-353. 

20. Sayigh, Yezid, “Arafat and the Anatomy of a Revolt,” Survival, Vol. 43, No. 3 (Autumn 
2001), pp. 47-60. 

21. Shapira, Anita, “Conclusion: The Birth of the State,” Land and Power: The Zionist 
Resort to Force, 1881-1948 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1992), pp. 353-370, 414-
415. 

22. Slater, Jerome, “What Went Wrong? The Collapse of the Israeli-Palestinian Peace 
Process,” Political Science Quarterly, Vol. 116, No. 2 (Summer 2001), pp. 171-199. 

23. Stein, Kenneth W, “One Hundred Years of Social Change: The Creation of the 
Palestinian Refugee Problem,” in Laurence J. Silberstein (ed.), New Perspectives on 
Israeli History: The Early Years of the State (New York: New York University Press, 
1991), pp. 57-81. 

24. Stein, Kenneth, “Continuity and Change in Egyptian-Israeli Relations, 1973-1997,” 
Israel Affairs, Vol. 3, No. 3-4 (Spring/Summer 1997), pp. 296-320. 

25. Quandt William, B., “Camp David and Peacemaking in the Middle East,” Political 
Science Quarterly, Vol. 101, No. 3 (1986), pp. 357-377. 

 



West Asia and International Relations  

Semester I 

 

Course Teacher: Sujata Ashwarya Cheema, PhD 
Email: scheema@jmi.ac.in  
Phone: (0) 9999496850 
Office: Centre for West Asian Studies (Floor II) 

Imaarat-e IbnKhaldun 
            Jamia MilliaIslamia 

New Delhi 110025 
Course Code: MP 1.9 

Meeting: By appointment 
 
 
Course Description: 
 
The course is an attempt to combine general theories and concepts of International Relations 
with the empirical realities of West Asia since 1945.The course is divided into fivemain sections. 
The first section is a retrospective of general theories and concepts of international relations, 
which will include alternating each general discussion of concepts with a specific discussion 
ofthe regional issues from the second, third, fourth and fifth sections. The relevant theories and 
concepts here areRealism,Liberalism,Constructivism,Marxist, and Foreign Policy 
Analysisapproach. 
 
Schedule of Topics: 

Section I. Introduction: IR and West Asia since 1945 
• A Retrospective of IR Theories: Realism; Liberalism;Constructivism;Marxism 

and Foreign Policy Analysis approach 
• West Asia since 1945: Alliances, conflicts, security, cooperation and 

confrontation 
 

Section II. Theories of Realism in IR: Power Politics and Alliances in West Asia 
• Intra-regional alliances: ‘doctrine of periphery’; Arab Maghreb Union; Arab 

Co-operation Council  
• Regional Balance of Power: Superpower politics, inter-state strategic rivalry 

and alliance building in the region 
• System changers:  War, Revolt, Revolution, and Peace  – Arab-Israeli wars, 

Iran-Iraq war, Iraq-Kuwait war; Palestinian and Kurdish revolts; Iranian 



Revolution; Democratic revolutions in Egypt, Tunisia, Yemen, Syria; Arab-
Israeli peace process 
 

Section III. Theories of Liberalism in IR: Institutions, Interdependence and 
Cooperation in West Asia  

• Development of state systems: Institutions, economic development, and armed 
forces  

• Solidarity against West & Israel: Arab League and the formal basis of inter-
Arab cooperation 

• Intra-regional vs. extra regional trade; growth of oil revenues and Arab 
economic integration; politics of integration  

• Problems of interdependence: inter-state confrontation and security deficit 
• Security and economic cooperation:the case of the GCC 

 
Section IV. Constructivist Approach to IR: Ideology, Norms and Identity, and  
Language and Symbolism in West Asia 

• Three Strands of Ideology: Nationalism, Revolution, Islamism; Ideology  
as Instrument of the State and as Limit on the State 

• Shared Values of Arabness (‘uruba); Questions of Arab Solidarity; Unity 
(wahda) 

• Forms of identity:  confessional, pan-Arab (qaumi), and local (qutri); qaumi 
vs.qutri identity; construction and redefinition of identity –Turkish vs. pan-
Islamic, pan-Turanic, and pan-Turkic; Islamic vs. Persian identity; tensions 
and reconciliations 

• Language and Symbols in West Asian Politics: Role of Language and 
Symbols in Nation-building Process 
 

I. Section V. Foreign Policy Making: The West Asian Case 
• Levels-of-Analysis Approach in Foreign Policy Making 
• External Environment and Domestic factors  
• Oil and Foreign policy 
• Globalisation and Foreign Policy Making 
• Identity and Foreign Policy 

 

Method of Instruction: 

There will be three lecture and three tutorials of one hour each every week according to the UGC 
(University Grants Commission) guidelines.Questions, discussion and debate during class are 
strongly encouraged. Students are expected to follow news reports on international TV channels 



and look actively for analytical articles on topics in the course. They are also encouraged to 
search for reading materials related to politics and society in Israel on the Internet. 

Method of Assessment: 

An end-semester exam would consist of essay questions based upon the topics covered in the 
syllabus. In addition, a term paper addressing an appropriate question and/or issue, and a book 
review on issues and topics in the syllabus, submitted on the last day of the class, will form a part 
of the final assessment. Students can choose a subject/issue to write about, formulating 
appropriate question(s) and presenting the argument in a cogent manner. They can choose any 
book (old or new; from the reading list or otherwise) relevant to the syllabus, for review. The 
formats for writing term paper and book review will be discussed in the class. The term paper 
will be presented in a classroom meeting mutually agreed between the teacher and students.  

The total assessment is out of a maximum of 100 marks with the following break-up: 

End-semester exam  :  75 marks 

Term Paper (written) :  15 marks 

(presentation)  :  5 marks 

Book Review   :   5 marks 

 

Readings: 

1. Ayubi, Nazih,Overstating the Arab State: Politics and Society in the Middle East (London: 
I.B. Tauris, 1995). 

2. Barnett, Michael and F. Gregory Gause III, “Caravans in Opposite Directions: Society, 
State, and the Development of Community in the Gulf Cooperation Council,” in Emanuel 
Adler and Michael Barnett (eds.), Security Communities (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1998). 

3. Barnett, Michael, “Institutions, Roles, and Disorder: The Case of the Arab States System,” 
International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 37, No. 3 (September 1993), pp. 271-297. 

4. Burchill, S. et al., Theories of International Relations (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005) 
Third edition.   

5. Carlsnaes, Walter and Thomas Risse (eds.), Handbook of International Relations (London: 
Sage, 2002). 

6. Dunne, Tim, MiljaKurki and Steve Smith, International Relations Theories: Discipline and 
Diversity (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013), Third edition.  

7. Emanuel Adler, “Constructivism and International Relations,” in Handbook of 
International Relations, pp. 95-118. 



8. Gause III, F. Gregory, “Systemic Approaches to Middle East International Relations,” 
International Studies Review, Vol. 1, Issue 1 (Spring 1999), pp. 11-31. 

9. Halliday, Fred, “The Future of International Relations: Fears and Hopes,” in Steve Smith, 
Ken Booth and MarysiaZalewski (eds.), International Theory: Positivism and Beyond, 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), pp. 318-339. 

10. Halliday, Fred, The Middle East in International Relations: Power, Politics and Ideology 
(New York: Cambridge University Press, 2005). 

11. Hinnebusch, Raymond and AnoushiravanEhteshami. The Foreign Policy of Middle Eastern 
States (London: Lynne Rienner, 2005). 

12. James Fearon and Alexander Wendt, “Rationalism v. Constructivism: A Skeptical View,” in 
Handbook of International Relations, pp. 52-72.  

13. Katzenstein, Peter J. (ed.), The Culture of National Security: Norms and Identity in World 
Politics (Columbia: Columbia University Press, 1996). 

14. Korany, Bahgat and Ali E. HillalDessouki, The Foreign Policies of Arab States: The 
Challenge of Change, Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1984) 

15. Korany, Bahgat and Ali E. HillalDessouki, The Foreign Policies of Arab States: The 
Challenge of Globalisation (Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 2011). 

16. Milton-Edwards, Beverley, Contemporary Politics in the Middle East (Cambridge: Polity 
Press, 2000). 

17. Mingst, Karen A., Essential Readings in World Politics (New York, London: W.W. Norton 
and Co., 2004)   

18. Saideman, Stephen, “Conclusion: Thinking Theoretically about Identity and Foreign 
Policy,” in Telhami and Barnett, Identity and Foreign Policy in the Middle East, pp. 169-200. 

19. Shiraev, Eric B. and Vladislav M. Zubok, International Relations (New York; Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2014).  

20. Smith, Steve, Amelia Hadfield, and Tim Dunne, Foreign Policy (Oxford: oxford University 
Press, 2012). 

21. Solingen, Etel, Regional Orders at Century’s Dawn: Global and Domestic Influences on 
Grand Strategy (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1998). 

22. Telhami, Shibley and Michael Barnett (eds.), Identity and Foreign Policy in the Middle East 
(Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2002). 

23. Tibi, Bassam, “Cultural Fragmentation, The Decline in Consensus, and the Diffusion of 
Power in World Politics,” in BassamTibi, The Challenge of Fundamentalism:  Political Islam 
and the New World Disorder (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1998).  

24. Walt, Stephen M., The Origins of Alliances, Ithaca (NY: Cornell University Press, 1987). 

25. Yaniv, Avner, Dilemmas of Security: Politics, Strategy, and the Israeli Experience in Lebanon 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1987). 
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