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Course Description 
 
This course is divided into four sections. The Unit I will introduce the students to 
the meaning of political theory, concepts of state and sovereignty, and theories of 
the origin of state. Unit II is designed to introduce the concepts in the study of 
political theory. Unit III deals with the institutions of the stats and the forms of 
governments. In Unit IV will familiarize the students with the various approaches to 
the study of political theory.  

 

Course Content: 

 
Unit I: What is Political theory? 

• Political Theory: Meaning, Nature and Significance  
• Understanding the concept of politics and the ‘political’ 
• The Concept of modern State and Sovereignty  
• Theories of the origin of the state 

 
 
Unit II: Concepts in Political Theory 

• The concept and theories of Rights 
• The concept and theories of Liberty 
• The concept and theories of Equality 
• The concept and theories of Justice   



 
 
Unit III: State, Constitutions and Forms of Government 

• Classification of States and Constitutions  
• Organisation of Government: Legislature, Executive and Judiciary 
• Forms of Government: Democracy and Dictatorship 
• Theories of Democracy  

Unit IV: Approaches to the Study of Political Theory 

• Liberalism 
• Marxism 
• Critical Theories 
• Post-modernism 
• Feminism 
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Method of Instruction:  

Lectures and tutorial will be held on a weekly basis. Questions, discussion and debate 
during classes will be strongly encouraged. Students are expected to keep informed of 
the current events in the West Asian region. 

Method of Assessment:  

A mid-term exam would consist of essay questions based upon the topics covered up to 
that point. It will be of 25 marks and student must answer two questions out of 4 of 12.5 
marks each. The final exam conducted according to a schedule at the end of the 
semester will be of 75 marks. In the final exam, students must answer 5 out of 10 
questions.  

 

 


