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Course Description

This course will introduce students to some of the major issues and debates in
contemporary Israeli society and politics. Section I of the course will place the
Israeli politics and society processes in a broad historical context. Section II will
examine Israel’s political institutions and processes with reference to the state
institutions, electoral system, multi-party politics, political ideologies, and non-
state actors. Section III will entirely deal with different social cleavages in Israeli
society, with a view to understand contentious problems, contenting narratives of
Israeli identity (‘melting pot’ model versus ‘mosaic’ model) and their ubiquitous
linkages to politics. The Section IV will explore Israel foreign policy and its
strategic underpinnings, with special reference to the influence of Arab-Israeli and
Palestinian-Israeli conflicts as well as the ‘peace process’ on Israel’s external
relations and their influence on Israeli society and politics. Section V of the course
will consider the robust debates over Zionism and post-Zionism, and the
Occupation and the future of Israel as a Jewish and democratic state. The aim of
the course is to assist the students to develop a deeper and varied understanding
of Israel’s political and social developments without presumptions and biases.



Course Content
Unit I: Historical and Political Background

e Zionism and the idea of Jewish Homeland/State

e Yishuv, Creation of Political Institutions and Early Statehood
Features of Jewish Society in Palestine and Israel

e Emergence of Israel as a Jewish State

Unit I1: Political Institutions and Processes

e State Institutions: Legislature, Executive, Judiciary
e Parties and the Electoral System

e Political Ideologies and Governance

¢ Role of Military

¢ Influence of non-state Actors on Political Processes

Section III: Social Divisions

e The Ethnic Divide: Ashkenazim and Mizrachim

e The Religious Divide: Secular and Religious Jews

e The National Divide: Jews and Arabs

e The Ideological Divide: Zionists and Post-Zionists

e The Political Divide: Hawks and Doves

¢ The Identity Divide: Jews and Israelis

e Israeli Democracy: Consociational and Ethnic Dimensions

Section IV: Israel’s Foreign Policy

o Foreign Policy and Strategic Doctrines

e Role of Ideology

e Jewish Dimension of Israel’s Foreign Policy

e Arab-Israeli Conflict/Palestinian-Israeli (P-I) Conflict:
Impact on Israel’s Foreign Policy

e Relations with Major Powers

Section V: The Future of Israel

e Zionism and post-Zionism
e Occupation and Debate over Israel’s Jewish vs. Democratic Identity
¢ ‘One-state solution’ vs. ‘Two-state solution’

to the P-I Conflict: Future of Israel as a Jewish State



Method of Instruction

Lectures and tutorial will be held on a weekly basis. Questions, discussion and
debate during classes will be strongly encouraged. Students are expected to keep
informed of the current events in Israel.

Method of Assessment

A mid-term exam would consist of essay questions based upon the topics covered
up to that point. It will be of 25 marks and student must answer two questions out
of 4 of 12.5 marks each. The final exam conducted according to a schedule at the
end of the semester will be of 75 marks. In the final exam, students must answer 5
out of 10 questions.
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