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Course Description

The entire West Asia is in transition. It has been earlier so but after Ayatollah
Khomeini’s Islamic Revolution in Iran and Arab Uprising it has gone into a critical
phase. Earlier as well as in recent past ideologies of power and resistance developed
in entire West Asia, Hence, an analysis of intellectual dynamics in the recent past and
present, especially, in West Asia needs thorough understanding. This course aims at
providing the students an insight into the different facets of thought in West Asia as
apart from Islam, which is the dominant one, there are other intellectual processes
also.

Course Content:

Unit I: Political and Social Thought in Turkey
e Introduction to Political and Social Thought in Turkey
e Pan Islamism and its impact
e Ataturkism and Secularism

Unit II: Iran: Political Islam
e Ayatollah Khomeini and Islamic Revolution
e Islamism in Power
e Islamism in Politics

Unit III: Colonialism and Arab National Ideologies
e Arab Nationalism: Abd al-Rehman al Bazazz
e Nasserism: The Principles



Ba'thism- its Origin, Growth and Features

Unit IV: Neo - Colonialism and the Ideologies of Resistance

Genesis and Growth of Zionism
Palestine Nationalism: PLO, ALFATAH
Ikhwan (Muslim Brotherhood)

Hamas: Islamic Resistance Movement
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Method of Instruction:

Lectures and tutorial will be held on a weekly basis. Questions, discussion and

debate during classes will be strongly encouraged. Students are expected to keep

informed of the current events in the West Asian region.

Method of Assessment:



A mid-term exam would consist of essay questions based upon the topics covered
up to that point. It will be of 25 marks and student must answer two questions out
of 4 of 12.5 marks each. The final exam conducted according to a schedule at the
end of the semester will be of 75 marks. In the final exam, students must answer
5 out of 10 questions.



