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UNIT-I
TRANSITION FROM FORAGING TO FOOD PRODUCTION
The Origins of Homo Sapiens Sapiens and Colonization of the World: Models and Evidence
Strategies of Survival: Locating Scavengers, Foragers and Farmers through Anthropology
The Cultural Evolution: Early Forms of Social Organization, Technology and Exchange
Beginning of the Domestication, Agriculture and Proliferation of Sedentary Communities in Old and New World

AwppE

UNIT-I1I
THE DEVELOPMENT OF EARLY CIVILIZATIONS
Understanding Complex Societies: Urbanization, Civilization and State
Classical and Contemporary Theories of the Emergence of Cultural Complexity
Archaeology of the Complex Societies: Emergence of Wealth and Status Differentials
Emergence of Civilization in South West Asia: A Case Study
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UNIT-111
EMERGENCE OF EMPIRES
9.  Elements of Imperial State Formation: Expansion, Integration and Exploitation in Early Empires
10. Emergence of Early Empires in South West Asia
11. Delian League and the Making of Athenian Empire
12.  Rome: Making and Unmaking of an Empire
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UNIT-I
HISTORIOGRAPHY

1. The ‘Dark Age’ and ‘Twilight’ perspectives- contemporary perceptions, colonial and nationalist interpretations.

2. Marxist perspective- Eighteenth century as a period of crisis and decline, the Jagirdari and agrarian crises, colonial
transformation, colonization of Indian economy.

3. The ‘Revisionist’ challenge- Interrogating the centralized nature of Mughal state, Mughal decline as a factor in economic and
societal progress, continuity and property thesis, emergence of new social groups and ‘portfolio capitalists’, the thesis of
indigenous origins of early colonial state and ‘transition’ to colonialism.

UNIT-I1I
DISINTEGRATION OF THE MUGHAL EMPIRE ‘SUCCESSOR’ STATES, AND WARFARE

4. Mughal Empire in the post- Aurangzeb period, parties and politics at the Mughal court, 1707- 1761- the struggle for
Wizaarat, the role of Saiyyid Brothers, Nizam- ul Mulk, Najibuddaulah and Safdarjung.

5. “Successors’ states and other categories; Maratha state in the eighteenth century, Warfare and society.

6. Foreign invasions and their impact

UNIT-111
BRITISH CONQUEST AND BEGINNING OF COLONIZATION
7. Rise and growth of British power in India during the eighteenth century — colonial conquest of Bengal and South India.
8. Economic impact of colonial conquest and colonization, origins of the Permanent Settlement. 3. Ideology of the early colonial

state in India.
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Bernard Cohn, ‘Political system in Eighteenth Century India: The Banaras Region’, in An Anthropologist among Historians
and other Extracts, ed. Bernard Cohn, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1988, pp. 483- 99.

C. A. Bayly, Indian Society and the Making of British Empire, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1988.

C. A. Bayly, Rulers, Townsmen and Banzaars: North Indian Society in the Age of British Expantion, 1770- 1870, Cambridge
University Press, Cambridge, 1983.

Irfan Habib, ‘Colonization of Indian Economy’, Social Scientist, VVol. 3, No.8, March 1975, pp. 23-53.

J. S. Grewal, Sikhs of the Punjab, Cambridge University Press, New York, 1990.

Jadunath Sarkar, Fall of the Mughal Empire, Vols. 4, Orient Longman, Calcutta, 1971.

M. Athar Ali, ‘Recent Theories of Eighteenth Century India’, Indian Historical Review, Vol. XIIl, No. 1-2, 1986- 87, pp.
102- 110.

M. Athar Ali, ‘The Eighteenth Century — An Interpretation’, Indian Historical Review, Vol. 5, No. 1-2, 1978-9, pp.175-86.
M. Athar Ali, ‘The Mughal Polity: A Critique of Revisionist Approaches’, Modern Asian Studies, Vol.27, No.4, 1993, pp.
699- 710.

Muzaffar Alam, The Crisis of Empire in Mughal North India, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1986.

P. J. Marshall (ed.), The Eighteenth Century in Indian History: Evolution or Revolution?, Oxford University Press, Delhi,
2003.

Percival Spear, Twilight of the Mughals, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 2002.

Richard Barnett (ed.), Rethinking Early Modern India, Manohar, Delhi, 2002.

Richard Barnett,North Indian Society between Empires: Awadh, the Mughal and the British, 1720-1801, University of
California Press, Los Angles, 1980.

Satish Chandra, The Eighteenth Century in India: It’s Economy and the Role of Marathas, the Jats, the Sikhs and the
Afghans, K. P. Bagchi & Co., Calcutta, 1986.

Satish Chandra,Parties and Politics at the Mughal Court, 1707 — 1740, People’s Publishing House, Delhi, 1972.



18. Seema Alavi (ed.), The Eighteenth Century in India, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 2002.
19. Stewart Gordon, Marathas, Maraudes and State Formation in 18th century India, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 1994.
20. Zahiruddin Malik,The Reign of Muhammad Shah 1719-1748, Asia Publishing House, Bombay, 1977.



COURSE ID:

PROGRAMME:

MA History AN ECONOMIC HISTORY OF THE EMERGENCE OF CAPITALISM IN MHS-111

SEMESTER: | EUROPE CREDITS:
UNIT-I
1. Whatis Capitalism?
2. Economic Structures and Change in Medieval Europe, circa 750-1450: Resources, technology, productivity, population,

agriculture, manufactures, trade and towns.

3. The Decline of Feudalism
UNIT-1I

4. The origins of the Great Divergence: The Seventeenth Century Crisis and the Decline of the Mediterranean

5. Overseas Empires and its impact on the transition to Capitalism: the rise of the Atlantic economies;

6. Economic, Social and Demographic Change in the Eighteenth Century: Population, Agriculture, Industrialization

UNIT-111

7. The Emergence of Industrial Societies: Britain, France, Germany

8. Thematic Debates: Institutional Change, Technology, Market, Class configurations, Demographic Change, Sources of capital
mobilization, the Industrial Revolution, Spatial economic variations and divergence

9. Contemporary Economic doctrines

10. Growth and crises in early capitalism
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1. SOURCES

a) The narratives of Indo-Persian chroniclers; Ziauddin Barani’s theory of history in Tarikh-i Firozshahi and political
philosophy in Fatawa-i Jahandari

b) Sufi Texts- malfizat

c) Travelogues-1bn Battuta

d) Inscriptions

2. HISTORIGRAPHICAL DEBATES
1. Representation of Turkish conquests in the Indo-Persian Sources—Mahmud of Ghazni as a ghazi Sultan at the frontiers
of Islam
2. The problems of Colonial and Nationalist historiography of the Delhi Sultanate
3. Continuity and change from pre-Sultanate to the Sultanate period, impact of the establishment of Sultanate of Delhi
UNIT-II

3. PROCESS OF CONQUEST AND EXPANSION: Ghorid conquests and the role of Turkish bureaucracy; consolidation
of the Sultanate under Aibak, lltutmish and Balban.

4. KHALJIS AND TUGHLAQS: Consolidation and the expansion of the Sultanate; conquests of the Deccan states;
disintegration of the Sultanate and rise of the regional kingdoms; Syeds and Lodis- north India in the 15" and early 16"
century.

UNIT-II

5. KINGSHIP, GOVERNANCE AND POLITICAL CULTURE: Perso-Islamic traditions of kingship; sovereignty and
nature of polity in the Delhi Sultanate- Khaljis, Tughlags and the Afghans; court culture and etiquettes; transitions in
political culture and service from 13" to early 16" centuries.

6. POLITICAL STRUCTURE, NOBILITY AND RELATIONS WITH NON-MUSLIM ELITES: central and provincial
administrative structures; composition and organization of ruling elites; iqta and revenue grants, ulema and sufis; relations
between the non-Muslim elites and the Sultanate.
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36. Samira Sheikh, Forging a Region: Sultans, Traders and Pilgrims in Gujarat, 1200-1500, Oxford University Press, New
Delhi, 2010.
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UNIT-I
1. Geographical background of Arabia; basic teachings of Islam and its social relevance; development of state and

administration under the Prophet; nature of Islamic state; relations with the non-Muslims (zimmis); Prophet’s Last Sermon.

2. The Pious Caliphate- Origin and development; expansion of state; central, provincial, military and revenue administration;

relations with the non-Muslims.
UNIT-11

3. The Umayyads- Caliphate to monarchy; revival of sectarian and tribal jealousies among the Arabs; Kharjites; Mawali
movement; non-Muslims (zimmis) and slaves; administration.

4. Rise of Abbasids- Abbasid Revolution and its consequences; nature of state and nobility; central, provincial, military and
revenue administration; Shu ‘ubiyya movement.

UNIT-111

5. Intellectual life: science and philosophy- role of Bait-ul Hikmah in the growth of philosophy and sciences; development of art
and architecture in the Islamic world.

6. Development of literature: secular and religious; Hadis and figh literature; some eminent historians- Ibn-al Hisham,
Masudi, Balazuri.
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14. Joseph Schacht,C. E. Bosworth and Thomas Walker Arnold (eds.), The Legacy of Islam, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1974.
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UNIT-I
EARLY TRENDS AND INDO-PERSIAN WRITINGS DURING THE SULTANATE PERIOD
Traditions of history writing in early medieval India: Kalhan’s Rajtarangini.
Arab and Persian traditions of history writing and their impact on medieval Indo-Persian histories; Farkhr-I Mudabbir’s Adab
ul Harbwa’sh Shu’at; Hasan Nizami’sTajul Ma asir.
Treatment of history and historical causation in the works of Minhaj us Siraj, Amir Khusroe, Isami, Sham Siraj Afif and
Yahya bin Ahmad Sirhindi, Ziauddin Barani’s theory of History.

UNIT-I1I
INDO PERSIAN HISTORICAL WRITINGS DURING THE MUGHAL PERIOD
Historians and historiography during the reign of Akbar with special reference to the works of Abul Fazl, Abdul Qadir
Badauni and Nizamuddin Ahmad.
Indo-Persian historiography during the reigns of Jahangir and Shah Jahan; Abdul Hamid Lahori’s Padshahnama.
An overview of Indo-Persian historical writings on Aurangzeb’s reign.

UNIT-I11
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHICAL AND BARDIC NARRATIVES, AND REGIONAL TRADITIONS
Memoirs as a source of History: Baburnama, Tuzuk-1 Jahangiri and Ardh-Kathanak.
Bardic sources and biographical narratives (Charit Kavyas)
Regional histories: Persian and other traditions.
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UNIT-I

UNDERSTANDING EARLY MEDIEVAL INDIA
Transition from early historical to early medieval: historiography with reference to the perceptions of continuity and change,
problems of periodisation into ‘ancient’, ‘medieval’ and ‘modern’, the position of early medieval India in history and fixing
of the chronology.
Historiographical Approaches to early medieval India: theories and perspectives, early medieval India in the pre1940s works,
Marx and Oriental Despotism, Nationalist view of a centralised state, segmentary state concept, integrative and lineage
polities, patrimonial bureaucracy, new frame works for the study on the nature of state

UNIT-I1

STRUCTURE OF REGIONAL POLITIES, EVOLUTION AND CHANGING POWER CONFIGURATIONS

3. Formation of regional polities, with special reference to the Rajputs, Pallava-Cholas, Orissa, new royalty, landholding and
clan structures and relationships, landed bureaucracy and power hierarchy, shifting centres of power, emergence of lineage
polities and inter-lineage networks, consolidation of lineage families as ruling elites, landholding rights and integration
through hierarchy.

4. Islam and Early Medieval India: conquest of Sindh, aspects of interaction with West Asia and the regional states, coming of
the Turks and establishment of the Delhi Sultanate, issues of representations, ideas of ‘invasions’, ‘iconoclasm’, ‘Hindu-
Muslim interface’.

UNIT-111
FORMS OF ROYAL LEGITIMATION AND CONTROL.:

5. Brhamana-kshatriya network, acculturation of local population, caste and varna hierarchies, brhamanical ideologies, origin
myths and legends, genealogies and rituals of kingship, forms of local and supra local control.

6.  Networks of royal control through religious, agrarian and other types of institutions like the temples, brahmadeyas, land
grants.

7. Symbols and modes of royal legitimation, development of cult centres, temple complexes and consolidation of pilgrimage
network as institutions of power and control, wars and conquests and development of political iconography with special
reference to some case studies of temples and early mosques.
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UNIT-I
SUCCESSOR STATES AND THEIR POLITY

1. Debate on the 18th Century
2. Emerging political rivalry between states
3. Political patronage and European trade
4. European rivalry and the bid for political power

UNIT-1I
POLITICS OF TERRITORIAL AGGRANDIZEMENT

5. Foundation of East India Company’s rule

6. British relations with Mysore

7. Anglo-Maratha rivalry

8. Anglo-Sikh relations

UNIT-I11
COLONIAL RULE AND EARLY POLICIES

9. Institutional changes (Revenue, Law, Administration, Education and Social legislation)

10. Impact of colonial rule in India

11. Anti-colonial protests before 1857

12. Making of the Revolt

13. Revolt and its regional dimensions
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UNIT-I
1. 19th Century Uprisings (Wahhabi and Faraizi, Santhal, Indigo, Pabna and Deccan uprisings) Land revenue administration

8.
9.

10.
11.

and the agrarian structure

Tenancy issues

Commercialization and its concomitants

Local consciousness and political mobilization

UNIT-I1I
Peasant Ideologies (Champaran, Kheda, Bardoli, Moplah, and Kisan Sabha) Politics of mass mobilization and the peasants
Gandhi and peasant nationalism Left and the new political agenda
Interplay of caste, class, community and nation

UNIT-111
Search for New Political Base (Tebhaga, Telangana, Wodi and Punnapevayalar) Consolidation of non-secular identities
Challenges before the Left
Search for stable agrarian base
Land reforms and emerging trends in peasant politics
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