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Course Description: 
The objective of this course is to familiarize the students with the 
contemporary trends in the literature of the Arab World. Accordingly, the 
attempt will be made to cover major aspects of literature in Arab world viz a 
viz the Novel, Drama, Fictions, Progressive poetry, Short Stories, Film, 
Theater, Music etc. 
 
Part One:  Introduction 
Meaning and Scope of Literature  
Various theories of literature (Existential, Realism, Romanticism and 
Symbolism) 
 
Part Two: Literature in the Arab World: Pre Modern Phase 
Evolution of Literature  
Various Stages of the Arab literature ( Pre Islamic, Islamic & Umayyad & 
Abbasid  Period) 
 
Part Three: Literature in Arab world: Contemporary Phase  
Impact of Napoleon Invasion of Egypt on Arab Literature 
Beginning of new trends in Arab Literature. (Novel, Drama, Fictions, 
Progressive poetry, Short Stories, Film, Theater, Music,   etc.) 
Mahjar Literature (The Literature that has been produced by the Arab 
writers who migrated to South America and settled there). 
 
Part Four: Major Literary Works  
Novelists-  Naguib Mahfouz , winner of the 1988 Nobel Prize in Literature 
and  Abdurrahman Munif, Sonallah Ibrahim, and Yahya Hakki;  



Play writers - Ahmad Shawqi and Tawfiq al-Hakim; 
Poets - Hafiz Ibrahim, Badr Shakir as-Sayyab, Nazik al-Malaika, Abdul 
Wahab al-Bayati, Mahmoud Darwish, and Adonis  
Adab writers: Taha Hussain, Tawfiq al-Hakim,Turki al-Hamad and 
Mohamed Hassanein Heikal  
Short-story writers: Mahmud Taimour and Yusuf Idris. 
 

Schedule of Examination  & Grading: 

Midterm Exam   25 %  

Final exam     75 % 
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