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M. A International Studies Arab-Islamic Culture

Course Title: History of Arab Culture from Classical to Present
Duration: One Semester

Credit: 4 credit/100 marks

Level of Teaching: Post-Graduate

Method of Instruction: Lectures, Seminars, Book Review & Tutorials

Mode of Evaluation: Internal Assessment and End-Semester Examination

Course Description:

This is an introductory course of Arab Culture. It familiarizes the students
about the difference nuances of Arab Culture starting from Pre-Islamic
period to the present. The course intends to introduce the Arab culture
throughout the period and what were the changes, it went through. Ideally,
this course intends to increase the understanding of the students by providing
them a realistic view of the cultural contours of the Arab world and
introduce them to the richness of the Arab cultural heritage.

Part One: Arab Culture before Islam

A broad outline of the history and genres of classical Arab Culture i.e. the
classical Arabic Poetry

History and development of Arab culture during the classical period

How the “The Mu allagat” (The Hanging Poetry) defined the Arab Culture
Important literary genres.

Part Two: Arab Culture and the Islam

Impact of Islam on Arab Culture

Quar anic Impact on Arab society and Culture

Constitution of Medina that changed the entire way of Culture.

Part Three: Arab Culture throughout the Islamic Period

Important Centers of religious learning as well as Cultural Learning
Development of the scientific knowledge Centers during (750-1258 A.D.)
Development of mosque schools in Baghdad and Alexandria

Bait al-Hikmah and Dar al-Ilm in Cairo (ca.998) and universities such as Al-
Azhar (969 A.D.)



Part Four: Contemporary Arab Culture
Colonial Impact on Arab Society and Culture
Arab Cultural Awakening

Family structure and Values

Traditions Vs Modernity

Post-Arab Spring Period

Schedule of Examination & Grading:

Midterm Exam 25 %

Final exam 75 %
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