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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The present course surveys the art and architecture of the Islamic world from the 7th to 17th 
Century. The course will introduce the different forms of Islamic architecture, like mosques, 
tombs and forts and their particular significance. It will also familiarise the students with 
various architectural styles that developed and took shape in different periods under the 
patronage of the then rulers. Islamic architecture evolved from the desert of Arabia to the 
oasis of Central Asia, Turkey and India, and from Africa to Spain  
The course will also examine how particular monuments took shape in different areas and 
why the different styles developed with a distinct meaning.  The course is structured keeping 
in mind a weekly plan with the details of the topics to be discussed, suggested monuments for 
discussion and the required reading list. The course attempts to inculcate understanding and 
awareness of the diversity of Islamic Architecture.   

Unit-One:  Early Islamic architecture in Arabia 
The early mosques in Arabia, architectural style.  
Historical background of Byzantine and Sasanian architecture,  
Architectural legacy of Sasanian and Byzantine along with Arabian tradition 

Unit-Two: The Umayyad (661–750), and their contribution in Islam architecture 
Heritage of Umayyad in Syria grandest surviving Umayyad mosque, the Great Mosque of 
Damascus 
The Dome of the Rock. 

Unit-Three: The Abbasids, (750–1258) 
Historical background of Abbasid revolution 
Formation of new architectural style, Baghdad, the city of al-Mansur, Samara places and 
mosque  
Architectural development in North Africa under the Abbasids and Mamluks; Great Mosques 
of Kairoun, Mosques of Three Doors, Tunisia, Mosque of Ibn Tulun, Cairo, Egypt 
The Fatmids (909-1171) in Egypt and Spain, historical background of Fatmids, al-Azhar 
Mosque; Mosques of al- Hakim; Bab al-Nasr; Cario.  

Course Teacher:             Dr. Nasir Raza Khan



Unit-Four: Islamic Architecture in Central Asia,  
Advent of Turkic dynasty, beginning with Ghaznavids and Qarakhanids, Samanid Empire, 
(819–999) and Seljuks (1037–1194).  
The Seljuk architecture in Central Asia (1037–1194) and Turkey (1060-1360) 
Architecture under Timur (1370-1405) in Central Asia and Iran; describe the 
monumentality of Timurid architecture and set the stage for later developments under 
the Ottomans, Safivids, Mughals and Uzbeks 
 
Schedule of Examination & Grading: 
Midterm Exam   25 %  
Final exam     75 % 
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