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Jamia Millia Islamia launches National Resource Centre on Foster Care

In a first of its kind in the country, Jamia Millia Islamia has set up a National Resource Centre on
Foster Care (NRCFC) to train foster care workers who will in turn train parents to take better
care of children.

NRCFC will work under the aegis of the university’s Centre for Early Childhood Development
and Research (CECDR) in collaboration with the UK-based NGO Rainbow Fostering which will
provide technical know-how and expertise to take this novel concept forward. JMI and Rainbow
Fostering, UK have recently signed a MoU in this regard.

The announcement was made at the two-day International Symposium on “Family
Strengthening: Deconstructing Alternative Practices in the Current Legislative Framework”
presided over by Prof Talat Ahmad, Vice Chancellor, JMI today.

Prof Ahmad said that JMI was the first Central University in the country to take such an
initiative to provide support and assistance for foster caring of orphaned and abandoned children.

With India being home to nearly 20 million such children and the numbers expected to increase
in future, Prof Ahmad said that the country was confronted with an alarming humanitarian
situation and it was time that steps were taken to address the problem at hand.

Prof Ahmad said that the university will provide space and other infrastructure required to
run NRCFC.

The mandate of the newly set-up NRCFC is to train people in foster care by organizing
workshops, seminars and round tables. The Centre will also run a certificate course on the
subject.

Ms Stuti Kacker, IAS and Chairperson, National Commission for the Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR) in her inaugural address said that fostering a child was not the same as
adopting a child. Fostering was a new concept in India and requires a lot of discussion and
deliberation before it is formalised, she added.

“We need the formalise it to protect the right of the child and to prevent them from any possible
abuse.” Ms. Kacker said.

Mr. Aijaz Ahmad who is also an alumnus of JMI and CEO of Rainbow Fostering, UK said that
“India was blessed with the values of compassion, altruism, self-sacrifice and generosity which



many Western societies lack. However, for economic and other reasons we have not made the
kind of progress that we should have by now. This is where my concept of fostering children for
a better nation” will become a vital pre-cursor to nation building.”

Prof. Zubair Meenai, Hony. Director, CECDR, said that given the sizeable number of children
who need foster care, it is our responsibility to devise mechanisms to protect them from being
abused, exploited or being drawn into criminal activities.

“In order to support systems of alternative care for children as opposed to institutional care, a
robust foster care program needs to be developed by governments, which keeps the ‘best
interests of the child’ and the ‘right to of a child to family care’ as the key guiding factors.” Prof
Meenai added. He thanked the Vice Chancellor for his unstinting support towards this cause.

The symposium is taking up important themes including- ‘Alternative Care - Setting the
Context’ and ‘Family Strengthening, Adoption and Foster Care in the Indian Context’ in which
experts fromthe UK, USA are . Foster parents too are participating in the two day
deliberations. Key NGOs and Govt officials are also among the participants.

Tomorrow two post-symposium workshops on “Alternative Care’ will be held.

Dr. Saima Saeed
Hony. Deputy Media Coordinator
#9891 227771
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