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UNIT I 

EARLY MEDIEVAL INDIA (8TH TO 12TH CENTURY) 
1. Transition from Ancient to Medieval Indian History-interpreting Early Medieval India 
2. The political processes and structures of the north and south Indian Kingdoms-Rajput 

States and Chola polity 
3. Rural society and economy, trade and urbanization, artisans and merchants 
4. Art, Culture and Religion-south Indian bhakti, socio-economic and political role of the 

temples. 
5. Early Muslim Communities in India, Arab Conquest of Sind, Turkish invasions and 

Ghorian Conquest of Northern India 

 
 

UNIT II 
THE DELHI SULTANATE, VIJAYANAGAR KINGDOM AND REGIONAL STATES (13TH 

TO 16TH CENTURY) 
6. The  emergence of Delhi Sultanate: Early Turkish Sultans, the role of Iltutmish and 

Balban. 
7. Delhi Sultanate under the Khaljis and the Tughlqs: Expansion under Alauddin Khalji and 

his military , administrative and economic measures, Muhammad bin Tughlaq’s measures 
and the  beginning......, the reign of Firoz  Shah Tughlaq. 

8. Political ideas and institutions under the Delhi Sultanate-kingship, ruling elites, ulema 
and the  Iqta system. 

9. The Vijayanagara  Empire and the nature of polity, regional kingdoms of the 15th and 16th 
Centuries. 

 
 

UNIT III 
THE MUGHAL EMPIRE AND THE SUCCESSOR STATES (16TH TO 18TH CENTURY) 

10. Babur’s conquest of northern India and the formation of the Mughal  Empire, Mughal-
Afghan  conflict and Sur interregnum. 

11. The Mughal Empire under Akbar-expansion and consolidation, administrative 
centralization, mansab, jagir and land revenue system, composition of the Mughal 
nobility and Akbar’s religious policy. 



12. The Mughal Empire under Jahangir and Shahjahan; religious, Rajput and Deccan policies 
of  Aurangzeb; the rise of the Marathas, Sikhs, and Jats; Maratha state under Shivaji and 
the Peshwas. 

13. Decline and disintegration of the Mughal  Empire, the successor states in the eighteenth 
century. 

14. Rural Society and Economy, urban economy and trade, artisans and merchants, advent of 
European trading companies. 

15. Religion, fine arts, science and technology in Mughal India. 
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