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JMI organises 18th Abdus Salam Memorial Lecture 

The  18th  Abdus Salam Memorial Lecture was organised by the Department of Physics, Jamia 
Millia Islamia(JMI) at the Auditorium of Faculty of Engineering & Technology of the university. 
Prof. Spenta R. Wadia  from the International Centre for Theoretical Sciences of the Tata 
Institute of Fundamental Research, Bengaluru. The title of his lecture was ‘Black Holes, 
Quantum Mechanics and Spacetime’.  
 
The Abdus Salam Memorial Lecture held annually was instituted in 2002 by the University 
under the Department of Physics, JMI, with an aim to perpetuate the ideas that Prof. Salam 
believed in, namely, the need for developing countries to encourage education and research in 
the fundamental sciences. An eminent person of science, from India or abroad, is invited each 
year to deliver this lecture. The style and content of the lectures is such as to inspire and to 
convey the excitement of new discoveries, ideas and challenges. 
 
The lecture commenced with a welcome address by the Head, Department of Physics, JMI, Prof. 
M A H Ahsan, who expressed his gratitude to JMI Vice Chancellor Prof. Najma Akhtar (Padma 
Shri ) and the Registrar, JMI, for their continued support to the Department of Physics. The 
Dean, Faculty of Natural Sciences, Prof. Syed Akhter Husain, in his opening remarks welcomed 
the speaker Prof Spenta R Wadia and briefly shared with the audience the history of the Annual 
Abdus Salam Memorial Lecture. This was followed by an introduction of the speaker by Prof. 
M. Sami, former founding Director, Centre for Theoretical Physics, JMI, former Dean, Faculty 
of Natural Sciences and currently the Director of Centre for Cosmology and Popularization, SGT 
University, Gurugram. 
 
Prof. Spenta started by discussing in a historical manner the tension between Newton's theory of 
gravitation and the Special Theory of Relativity that led to Einstein’s General Relativistic Theory 
of gravitation in 1915. General Relativity and Quantum Mechanics (which is almost a hundred 
years old) are two pillars of modern physics which work extremely well in their domain of 
applications. However, while trying to understand the quantum nature of black holes, Stephen 
Hawking pointed to the irreconcilability of these two theories. Prof. Wadia discussed approaches 
to resolving this tension in the context of String Theory, which is a stepping stone towards a 
theory of quantum gravity and elementary particles. 
 
The lecture was followed by an interactive session with the speaker. It concluded with a vote of 
thanks by the Head, Department of Physics, JMI. 
 
Prof. Spenta had an interesting interactive session with Ph.D. scholars and faculty members in 
the  afternoon in the Seminar room of the Centre for Theoretical Physics, JMI. 
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