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Academy for the Development of Urdu Medium Teachers' Talent, organized
by Jamia Millia Islamia

' The art of fiction writing and the teaching of fiction''
Holding an online sermon on the topic of
New Delhi 24 April 2026

A special online lecture was organized by the Academy for the Development of
Talents of Urdu Medium Teachers, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi on April 23,
2026 at 3:00 PM. The topic of the online lecture was 'The Art of Fiction Writing
and Teaching Fiction'. This important lecture was delivered by eminent Urdu
fiction writer Professor Ghazanfar Ali, former Director, Academy for the
Development of Talents of Urdu Medium Teachers, Jamia Millia Islamia.

The online sermon began with the recitation of the Holy Quran by Mr. Shadab
Khan, a B. Ed student. After this, Professor Jasim Ahmed, Honorary Director,
Academy for the Development of Talents of Urdu Medium Teachers, Jamia Millia
Islamia, welcomed the guest speaker and all the participants. In his welcome
sermon, Professor Jasim Ahmed highlighted the services and achievements of
Professor Ghazanfar Ali as Director during the years 2008 to 2013. He highlighted
the importance and need of storytelling in teaching methods and also emphasized
the importance of connecting it with fiction, which is more innovative, important
and creative. The focus of the lecture was to discuss the skills of fiction writing,
fiction writing and teaching strategies for fiction teaching in teaching and learning.

Dr. Wahid Nazir, Assistant Professor, APDUMT, Jamia Millia Islamia and
convener of the special online lecture, presented a detailed introduction to the guest
speaker, Professor Ghazanfar Ali, and described the speaker’s biography in a
beautiful manner. He rightly said that there is no one more suitable and appropriate
than Professor Ghazanfar Ali to address on the topic of fiction writing.

In his address of about an hour, Professor Ghazanfar Ali briefly but
comprehensively explained every aspect of the art of fiction writing and the
teaching of fiction. During the discussion, he gave references to several famous
and renowned Urdu fiction writers and their stories to clarify and clarify the
nuances of the art of fiction writing. On this occasion, he especially explained the
nuances of the art of fiction writing with regard to Premchand's famous story



'Kafan', Ismat Chughtai's story 'Chaothi Ka Joo' and Manto's story "Toba Tek
Singh'. He mentioned a word he coined, 'Mawad' (in Urdu), while explaining the
need to improve the teaching method. He said that the word 'Mawad' includes all
the cues that a teacher needs during teaching, namely, Meem Se (Marhalawar-step-
by-step), Alif Se (easy/Aasan), Waw Se (explanatory/Wazahati), Alif Se
(reasoning/Istadlali), and Dal Se (interesting/Dilchasp). That is, the teaching
method should be step-by-step, easy, explanatory, reasoning, and interesting.

Regarding the art of fiction writing, he said, “Allah has endowed every human
being with four powers, namely the power of emotion, the power of imagination,
the power of language, and the power of discernment. Fiction writing depends on
what arrangements are made for the cultivation of these powers. It is the duty of
teachers to strive for the development of these abilities in students. Only with the
proper development of these powers can the new generation prove beneficial for
themselves and for society.”

The program concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr. Hina Afreen, Assistant
Professor, APDUMT, Jamia Millia Islamia. Urdu medium teachers, lecturers,
research scholars and students from across the country were present in the online
lecture.

The program was moderated by Dr. Naushad Alam.
Professor Saima Saeed

Senior Officer, Public Relations

Jamia Millia Islamia
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