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{_edltﬂr Di the WEE‘-kljf Jcm'i-f.-!-J.‘:H‘I‘L!s‘fi'e.'c:i"_j, h?:r 1115tam:-¢, lamented the Iact that the educated
cinemagoer” was "more saturated with English literature and history than, unfortunately, his own

national literature and history." He concluded, however, b{;-' asserting that the standards of
excellence to which the educated Indian had become accustomed through his overexposure to the
art of the West made him particularly sensitive to "the shortcomings of Indian productions."?

While the working-class profile of carly audiences in America became one of the most powerful
founding myths of Hollywood, "a persistent cliche in the legitimation of film as a 'democratic’ art
and 'popular’ culture," the class hierarchies structuring the colonial social formation in India and
the westernized elite's ambivalent relation to the masses gave Indian cinema a different position

vis-a-vis the existing public spheres.?
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