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Course Description 
 
This course begins with the rise of Islam and take into account development in the               
West Asian region till world war II. It deals with the transformation of the region               
under the impact of Islam. It also aims to familiarize students encounter of the West               
Asian region with the growing and expansionist Europe/West, its consequences upon           
the region and attempts and struggle to cope up with the challenge. It would also take                
into account role of various ideologies, conflicts and the oil factor. 
 
Course Content  
 
Unit I: Emergence of Islam and the State Formation 
 

● Socio-economic conditions in pre-Islamic Arabia  
● State and institutions in Early Islamic Period 
● Socio-economic and Governance system during Umayyad 
● State and Institutions and Governance System during Abbasid Period 

 
 
UNIT II: Age of the Muslim Empires: The Ottomans and Safavids 
 

● Emergence of the Ottomans as European and Asiatic Power 
● Causes for the Rise of the Ottomans 
● State and Institutions under the Ottomans 



● Emergence of Safavids in Iran 
 
Unit III: The Ottoman Encounter with the Imperial Europe 
 

● Eastern Question and Major European Powers 
● Invasion of Egypt by Napoleon Bonaparte and its Impact 
● Major European Powers and the Ottoman Empire  
● Eastern Question and its Consequences  
● Impact of Nationalism (Christian and Arab) on the Ottoman Empire 
● Ottoman Empire and Issues of Reform: Ideological Debate  
● Pan-Islamism: Response to the European Expansionist Design  

 
Unit IV: Major European Powers and Dismemberment of the Ottoman Empire  
 

● European Powers and World War I: Conspiracies and Contradictory Promises  
● Britain and the Arab Revolt: Hussein-Mac Mahoan Correspondence 
● Zionism and Balfour Treachery  
● Sykes-Picot Agreement  
● Turkish War of Independence  
● Emergence of Modern Turkey and Turkish Nationalism  
● Causes of the End of the Ottoman Empire  
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Method of Instruction:  
 
Lectures and Tutorials will be held on a weekly basis. Questions, Discussion and             
debate during classes will be strongly encouraged. Students are expected to keep            
informed of the current events in the West Asian Region.  
 
There will be four lecture of one hour each per week. Students would be encouraged               
to ask questions, discuss and debate during class. Students would be expected to             
follow developments related to the West Asian region through multiple sources and            
look actively for analytical articles on topics in the course.  
 
Method of Assessment:  
 
A mid-term exam would consist of essay questions based upon the topics covered             
upto that point. It will be of 25 marks and student must answer two question out of 4                  
of 12.5 marks each. The final exam would be conducted according to a schedule at the                
end of the semester will be of 75 marks. In the final exam, student must answer 5 out                  
of 10 questions.  
 
The students would be assessed on the basis of a written assignment/term paper and              
also presentation of the same of 20 marks, 5 marks for active participation in the class                
and end sem. exam of 75 marks based on descriptive questions. The formats for              
writing term paper will be discussed in the class. The term paper will be presented in                
seminar mode on a mutually agreed dates between the teacher and students. 
 


