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Course Description 

Political systems in West Asia have no homogenous nature. The sub-systems are            
different in the sense that these are not integrated into a uniform whole, for example,               
in Saudi Arabia there is monarchial state system where as in Lebanon there is              
confessional system Quite naturally one will have to look into the nature of political              
system in this contest. Moreover state administration varies from state to state, for             
example, what do we get in bureaucracy in Egypt is different from that of Saudi               
Arabia. Besides, it is imperative to look into the different regional organizations in             
West Asia. This course aims at giving an overall orientation about the political system              
in west Asia as well as an insight into it. 

Course Content: 

Unit I: Contemporary Arab Regimes 
● Definition of the Concept of State and Nation 
● Monarchial State System: Saudi Arabia  
● Confessional State System: Lebanon 

 
Unit II: Contemporary non-Arab Regimes 

● Basic Features of the Islamic Government of Iran  
● Constitutional Set up and Administration in Israel: Growth of an Evolved 

Constitution 
● Turkey: Kemalism and after 

 
 



Unit III: States Administration in West Asia 
● Definition and Meaning of the Concept of Bureaucracy 
● Leadership and Bureaucratic growth  in Egypt 
● Leadership and Bureaucratic growth in GCC States 
● Saudi Arabia 

 
Unit IV: State and Regional Organization in West Asia 

● The League of Arab States 
● Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
● Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
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Method of Instruction: 

Lectures and tutorial will be held on a weekly basis. Questions, discussion and             
debate during classes will be strongly encouraged. Students are expected to keep            
informed of the current events in the West Asian region. 

Method of Assessment: 

A mid-term exam would consist of essay questions based upon the topics covered             
up to that point. It will be of 25 marks and student must answer two questions out                 
of 4 of 12.5 marks each. The final exam conducted according to a schedule at the                
end of the semester will be of 75 marks. In the final exam, students must answer                
5 out of 10 questions. 


