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UNIT I 
ROYALTY, COURT AND ELITE CULTURE 

1. Courtly ceremonies and etiquettes under the Sultans, Vijayanagar kings and the Mughals 
2. Architecture and paintings 
3. Court histories (Kalhana, Barani, Abul Fazl) and bardic literature 
4. Women in Medieval courts and politics 

 

UNIT II 
RELIGIOUS IDENTITIES AND CULTURAL REPRESENTATIONS 

5. Medieval Islamic views of India and Hindus 
6. Representations of Muslims in Sanskrit and vernacular literature 
7. The process of Islamisation and Hinduisation in Medieval India; Islamic culture in Indian environment 
8. The growth of ‘composite culture’, religious ‘syncretism’: Akbar’s world view and Dara Shikoh’s synthesis, Sulh-i-

Kul and Wahdatul Wujud 
 

UNIT III 
SUFI AND BHAKTI MOVEMENTS 

9. Growth of sufi silsilahs, sufis and the state, sufi shrines and their socio-political role 
10. Nathpanthi movement; growth of Nirguni monotheistic and Saguni bhakti, bhaktas and the Medievalstate 
11. Women bhaktas and the nature of their devotion 
12. Nature of bhakti-sufi Interaction 
 

UNIT IV 
GROWTH OF REGIONAL LITERARY CULTURES 

13. Bhakti based regional literary cultures 
14. Malfuz literature and Sufi biographies 
15. Hindavi-sufi romance narratives 
16. Rise and growth of Urdu language 
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