
 

MEDIEVAL WORLD 
 

 

 

 

UNIT-I 

1. Understanding the European middle ages and the idea of ‘Medieval’: Historiographical debates 

2. Transition from ‘Ancient to ‘Medieval’ in Europe: Growth of Germanic tribal settlements and Frankish kingdoms; Growth of 

feudalism in Western Europe up to 10
th

 century. 

UNIT-II 

3. European economy and social change between 11
th

 and 14
th

 centuries and the age of feudal ‘dynamic; the fourteenth century 

crisis and beginning of the decline of feudalism in Western Eurrope. 

4. The growth and expansion of Christianity in Medieval Europe; State and Church; Crusades; popular culture and mentalities 

 

UNIT-III 

5. Rise and growth of Islam in Arabian Peninsula- Historiography of early Islam. 

6. Nature of Islamic state under the Umayyad and Abbasids; West Asian economy and society during the Umayyad and Abbasid 

periods; Turks, Mongols and state formation in Central and West Asia between 9
th

 to 15
th
 century. 
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POLITICAL HISTORY OF THE MUGHAL EMPIRE (1526-1707) 
 

 
 

 

UNIT-I 

1. Sources for the study of the Mughal Empire: Persian histories, official documents and European accounts. 

2. Babur’s conquest of northern India and its significance. 

3. The reign of Humayun and the Mughal- Afghan conflict; the second Afghan Empire and Sher Shah’s administrative 

measures, the restoration of Mughal rule. 

 

UNIT-II 

4. Territorial expansion and consolidation under Akbar, the role of military strategy and technology in Mughal expansion; 

rebellions and resistance. 

5. The formation of Mughal state under Akbar: Revenue, mansab and jagir systems, organization and composition of Mughal 

nobility, relations with Rajputs and Zamindars. 

6. Theory of state and Mughal imperial ideology under Akbar-Abul Fazl’s theory of state, Akbar’s religious measures and Sulh- 

ikul; Akbar’s relations with various religious groups; Mughal court culture and rituals. 

UNIT-III 

7. The reigns of Jahangir and Shah Jahan: 1605-1658- Territorial expansion in Deccan. Composition of nobility and relations 

with Rajputs and Afghans. Mughal; domestic sphere and its impact on Mughal politics; the political role of Nur Jahan and her 

family. Mughal states and religious groups. Mughal relations with Persia and Central Asia. The War of Succession, 1658-59. 

8. Mughal Empire under Aurangzeb: The issue of legitimacy, expansion and resistance in the north-west and north-east, the 

Deccan problem and the rise of the Marathas, changing composition of the nobility and relations with Rajputs, State and 

religion under Aurangzeb. 

9. Crisis and decline of the Mughal Empire: The agrarian crisis and the revolt of the Jats, Satnamis and the Sikhs. The Jagirdari 

crisis. The crisis of the Mughal polity in the Deccan. The Rathor rebellion. 
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POLITICAL HISTORY OF INDIA (1857-1950) 
 

 
 

 

UNIT-I 

1. Social groups in the Rebellion; Landlords, Peasants, Soldiers and Women 

2. Changing nature of the colonial state; adjustment and accommodation 

3. New political and cultural consciousness in the aftermath of the Rebellion 

 

UNIT-II 

4. Emerging climate of formation of associations and their role in political awakening 

5. Making of the Indian National Congress and politics of altruism 

6. Paradoxes and changing character of anti-colonial nationalism 
 

 

7. Emergence of Gandhi and strategies of political action 

UNIT-III 

8. Growing social base of Indian nationalist movement 1920-42 

9. Left movement and Indian nationalism; possibilities and limitations 

10. Communal mobilization and its impact on society and politics. 

11. Pakistan movement and the partition of India. 
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STATE FORMATION AND POLITICAL STRUCTURES IN PENINSULAR 

INDIA: A HISTORICAL SURVEY (1000-1700) 
 

 

 

UNIT-I 

HISTORIOGRAPHY 

1. Colonial perspectives, Nationalist perspectives, idea of a centralized state, local self-government, concept of a self sufficient 

village, understanding of the region as reflected in the writings of K.A.N.Sastri and T.V.Mahalingam 

2. Marxist understanding, the concept of feudalism, land grants, role of the temples, issues of land rights and relations. 

3. Later perspectives, influence of anthropology, new models in the study of the state, segmentary state, peasant state and 

society, integrative polity, patrimonial bureaucracy, concept of the ‘little kingdom’, lineage polities. 

 

UNIT-II 

STRUCTURES OF POLITIES AND CHANGING POWER CONFIGURATIONS 

4. Rise of states, Colas, Vijayanagar and Bahamani, new royalty, negotiations of power, court relations, hierarchies of power, 

and integration through hierarchy, composition of ruling class and circulation of elites, changing social patterns. 

5. Warfare and negotiations: The Vijayanagar- Bahamani conflicts, the Deccani Sultanates and the Mughals, the Marathas and 

other powers in the peninsular region. 

6. State, Economy and Networks of control: Administrative structures, sabha, ur, nadu, amara-nayakas, nayankara system, 

iqtadari system in the Deccan kingdoms land grant and forms of agrarian control. Role of the states in trade and trading 

networks, nagaram, temple urbanization and forms of control, capital cities and trading towns, Tanjavur and Kancipuram. 

 

UNIT-III 

SYMBOLS AND FORMS OF ROYAL LEGITIMATION AND CONTROL 

7. Court etiquette and court paraphernalia, rituals of kingship, festivals, like the Mahanavami, and coronation ceremonies, origin 

myths and genealogies. 

8. Forms of architecture- temples, temple building, rise of Tirupati, temple patronage and mosques, Mahmud Gawan. 

9. Political iconography in temples, for instance, the Varadarajaswami temple at Kancipuram, warfare and ‘looting’ and patterns 

of architecture and sculptures. 
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HISTORY OF CENTRAL ASIA FROM THIRTEENTH TO EARLY 

SEVENTEENTH CENTURY 
 

 

 

UNIT-I 

1. Geographical background of Central Asia- location and the concept of the region, etymology of Turan, Transoxiana and 

Turkistan. 

2. Survey of the sources on the history of Central Asia- Ata Malik Juvaini- Tārīkh-i Jahāngusha; Rashiduddin Fazlullah- Jāmi- 

ut Tawārīkh; Ahmad Ibn Arabshah- Ajāib-ul Maqdūr. 

3. Central Asia on the eve of Mongol invasion; rise of Chingiz Khan and downfall of the Khwarizmian Empire. 

 

UNIT-II 

4. Impact of Mongol invasion of Central Asia- civil and military organization of Chingiz Khan; successors of Chingiz 

Khan 

5. Rise of Timur- administrative structure- civil and military; nobility; religion and state; growth of urban centres and cultural 

developments. 

6. War of succession after Timur; accession of Shahrukh and Ulugh Beg- cultural and intellectual attainments; later  

Timurids and the decline of the Timurid rule. 

 

UNIT-III 

7. Rise of Uzbegs in Dasht-i Qipchaq and formation of Uzbeg state in Central Asia; Shaibani Khan- struggle with the Safavids; 

Babur’s struggle with the Uzbegs. 

8. Rise of Ubaidullah Khan Uzbeg- his achievements; Abdullah Khan Uzbeg; Uzbeg state structure and  administration.  

9. Cultural life under the Shaibanids; Naqshbandi saints and their role in the polity. 
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COMMUNALISM AND RIGHTWING MOVEMENTS 
 

 
 

 

UNIT-I 

1. Theoretical understanding about communalism 

2. Nature of communalism and its historical trajectories 

3. The colonial understanding and the census processes in the making of ‘homogenous’ communities 

4. Colonial cultural hegemony and indigenous assertions 

 

UNIT–II 

5. Emergence and growth of revivalist movements, Wahhabi, Faraizi, AryaSamaj and SanatanDharm 

6. Communal and Communitarian tendencies; the Aligarh Movement and the launching of Dayanand Anglo-Vedic chain of 

institutions. 

7. The Hindi-Urdu controversy; blurring distinctions between the faith and speech communities 

8. Faith community as political entity; search for political power and consolidation of communal identities 

 

UNIT–III 

9. Constitutional measures in aid of communalism; the Council Act of 1909, the Government of India Act 1919 and the 

Communal Award of 1932. 

10. Political movements and communities participation; conflict and conciliation 

11. The Right Wing formations such as the Muslim League, Hindu Mahasabha and RashtriyaSwaymsewak Sangh 

12. The dichotomous and dialectical relationship between communalism and Indian nationalism 
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AN ECONOMIC HISTORY OF THE EMERGENCE OF CAPITALISM IN 

EUROPE 
 

 

 

 

1. What is Capitalism? 

UNIT-I 

2. Economic Structures and Change in Medieval Europe, circa 750-1450: Resources, technology, productivity, population, 

agriculture, manufactures, trade and towns. 

3. The Decline of Feudalism 

 

UNIT-II 

4. The origins of the Great Divergence: The Seventeenth Century Crisis and the Decline of the Mediterranean 

5. Overseas Empires and its impact on the transition to Capitalism: the rise of the Atlantic economies; 

6. Economic, Social and Demographic Change in the Eighteenth Century: Population, Agriculture, Industrialization 

 

UNIT-III 
 

7. The Emergence of Industrial Societies: Britain, France, Germany 

8. Thematic Debates: Institutional Change, Technology, Market, Class configurations, Demographic Change, Sources of capital 

mobilization, the Industrial Revolution, Spatial economic variations and divergence 

9. Contemporary Economic doctrines 

10. Growth and crises in early capitalism 
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UNIT-I 
1. Women’s studies vs. Gender history 
2. Sati Debate, Government regulations and Reformist discourses  
3. Widow Remarriage and Social Reform 
4. Women and Social Reform in Islam 

UNIT-II 
5. Revivalist ideas: Ideas of Conjugality and the Child-Marriage Controversy 
6. Advice Literature for Women and Domesticity 
7. Motherhood and Mother India 
8. Women and Personal Laws 

UNIT-III 
9. Nationalism, Caste and Gender 
10. Partition and the Gendered Wars 
11. Gender and the New Nations 
12. Gender Justice in Postcolonial India 
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