
CONTEMPORARY SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY II 

Cowse Cooe: MSO-305 
Course Objectives: 

Learning Outcomes: 

This course is in continuation of the earlicr course on Contemporary Social Theory-I, that is 

taught at MA previous level. It is aimed at knowing about the advances in social theory 

especially since the last quarter of the twentieth century when the quest for mata-narratives 

and universal truths came to be considered a doubtful and futile endeavour. The course will 

introduce the students to the ideas and concepts of some key social thinkers and philosophers 

who despite being quite contemporary provoke rethinking about the classic theorics of 

capitalism, modernity and self. The key epistemological shifts in social theory in the context 

of late capitalism and the transformations in cultural logic form thc key thematic around 

which the course is designed. 

M. A. Sociology, Semester- II 

The course would ensure that students have acquired a rigorous and advanced level of 

conceptual vocabulary to make them analyse and interpret the complexities of the 
contemporary social worlds. Even the course is highly abstract and theoretical; it will lead to 

an enhanced ability to apply sociological concepts, themes and perspectives in the 
explorations of empirical reality. 

postmodernism 

Unit I:The fall of the metanarratives: post-structuralism & 

Postmodern condition: Lyotard 
Deconstruction & Difference: Derrida 

Power/Knowledge: Foucault 

Unit II: Late modernity and its contradictions 

Cultural logic of Late Capitalism: Jameson 
Risk: Beck 

Liquid Modernity: Bauman 

Unit III: Contemporary Issues 

Postcolonialism: Said 

Total Credits: 4 

Posthumanism: (Transhumanism) Hughes 
Consumerism and Consumer Culture: Featherstone 

Essential Readings 

Bauman, Z. Liquid Modernity. 2000. Cambridge: Polity Press. (Foreword and chapter 3ead 
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